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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am pleased to welcome you all to the Training Workshop on HIV Surveillance 

among Most-at-Risk Populations, being held here in the beautiful historic city of Luxor. 

I would like to thank the facilitators of the workshop who have come all this way from 

the United States of America, as well as the facilitators from Croatia who will join us 

later. Indeed we are pleased to be collaborating in this activity with experts from the 

University of California at San Francisco Institute for Global Health, the United States 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, as well as the Knowledge Hub for Capacity 

Building in HIV Surveillance in Croatia. 

This workshop focuses on surveillance among high risk groups. It is clear now 

that countries feel the important role of these groups in the dynamics of the spread of the 

HIV epidemic. Countries are becoming more interested in conducting surveillance 

activities in relation to these groups, and WHO is always ready to support countries in 

this respect, through technical support and national capacity-building. 

The workshop is, as you are aware, the second step in developing the regional 

HIV surveillance training modules. The first step was the workshop held in Cairo 24-27 

September 2007, the purpose of which was to adapt the training modules to the regional 

context. Today’s workshop aims at training the country representatives, as well as 

piloting the adapted modules to ensure their suitability for wide use. 

I would like to thank our UNAIDS and World Bank partners who are, together 

with WHO, members of the Regional Working Group on HIV Surveillance, whose aim 
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is to build capacities in HIV surveillance, both at regional and country levels. In fact, 

this workshop is one of the outcomes of the Group’s collaborative work. 

Finally, I would like to thank the country representatives and encourage them to 

actively participate in the workshop discussions, as their experienced feedback is 

essential for the success of the workshop. 

I wish you all a successful workshop and a happy stay in Luxor. 

 

 


