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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you today to the Regional Workshop on the Framework 

Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) Implementation and Reporting, which is the fifth 

workshop to be held in the Eastern Mediterranean Region on the FCTC since its adoption by 

the World Health Assembly in 2003. The objectives of this workshop are to: discuss the status 

of the FCTC implementation at national level; start the necessary work for reporting; take the 

necessary steps to involve other sectors in the reporting mechanism; and focus on 

implementation of article 11 of the FCTC on packaging and labelling. 

I would like at the beginning to extend my deep gratitude to His Excellency the Minister 

of Public Health and all the members of the Ministry, for their remarkable efforts in hosting 

this Workshop. The holding of this Workshop would have not been possible without their 

efforts. At the same time I would like to sincerely thank the team of the WHO 

Representative’s Office for handling all the arrangements and for facilitating the conduct of 

the workshop. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

The adoption of the FCTC at the 56th World Health Assembly on Wednesday, 21 May 

2003 through resolution WHA56.1 marked a great triumph for public health in the 21st 

century. Two Conferences of the Parties have already taken place and the third FCTC 

Conference of the Parties will take place early next year with more parties joining the FCTC 

everyday.  

To date, more than 150 Member States from around the world have ratified the FCTC in 

a new and remarkable record of treaties ratification. From the Eastern Mediterranean Region, 

Qatar, Jordan, Pakistan, Syrian Arab Republic, Egypt, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Libyan Arab 

Jamahiriya, Djibouti, Sudan, Islamic Republic of Iran, United Arab Emirates, Lebanon, 

Kuwait, Yemen, Bahrain and Iraq are the Member States that have ratified the Convention so 

far.  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Tobacco use is the second major cause of death in the world. It is currently responsible 

for the death of 1 in 10 adults worldwide, which translates into about 5 million deaths each 

year. If current smoking patterns continue, it will cause some 10 million deaths each year by 

2025.  

With this international situation, it is now vital that we move from convention to real 

prevention; the FCTC has to be translated into legal action at national level. This has already 

started in countries such as Jordan with pictorial health warnings, Egypt will soon follow the 

same pattern, while the Islamic Republic of Iran has one of the most comprehensive sets of 

legislation in the Region on tobacco control.  

The FCTC has to be used well by Member States––to reaffirm the right of all people to 

the highest standard of health. The participation of Member States of the Region in the 

negotiation phase was remarkable, and I am sure that the implementation of the FCTC at 

national level will be similarly successful.  
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

We are now coming to a totally new phase of FCTC development. The second 

Conference of the Parties, which was held in June-July 2007 in Thailand, established a 

negotiating body on an illicit tobacco trade protocol. This will be the first protocol to the 

FCTC. Action on the Convention is moving fast and we have to move equally fast to be able 

to meet all the demands that are becoming more than ever an obligation by a legally binding 

international instrument. 

As part of WHO’s to efforts to support Member States in the Region implementing the 

FCTC, this workshop is focusing on one of the main elements of the FCTC article 11 on 

packaging and labelling. The first day will be devoted to discussion of the developments 

related to the FCTC at national level, followed by detailed discussion on how packaging and 

labelling of tobacco products in the Region can be improved in order to meet the obligations 

required by the FCTC. 

In implementing the different articles of the FCTC, the Ministry of Health needs 

partners, both from among other national authorities as well as the private sector and 

nongovernmental organizations. Alliances of this kind for health proved very successful in the 

negotiation phase and will, I am sure, serve equally well for the implementation of the FCTC. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I would like to conclude by urging all those present here today to exert all the efforts 

needed and to collaborate with all the relevant authorities, stakeholders, international 

organizations and civil society through the nongovernmental organizations involved in 

tobacco control. This kind of networking is not only an assured and effective way for Member 

States to increase national capacity and establish self-sustained programmes at the country 

level, but is also a tool to move forward the process of both implementation and reporting in 

the Region. 

Finally, allow me to thank you all and to wish you a fruitful workshop and a pleasant 

stay in Tunisia. 

 


