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Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am pleased to have the opportunity to address the joint WHO/ISESCO regional 

meeting on the role of the media in achieving health for all 

I would like first to thank His Excellency Dr Faisal Yaqoub Al-Hamer, Minister of 

Health, Bahrain, for hosting this meeting. A warm welcome goes to all the participants in the 

meeting, our colleagues from WHO headquarters and our partners in the media field. Special 

thanks goes to the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization for co-

sponsoring this important meeting. 

The outcome of this meeting will contribute to improving our national and regional 

strategies towards achieving the goal of health for all. I hope you will work together towards 

identifying how we can best utilize the media to reach the public and to raise awareness. In 

our Region, we need to overcome the barriers of language and select the most effective 

formats to reach the public. We need to figure out ways to ensure our messages are aired, 

published and disseminated directly and through the electronic media. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Almost 30 years ago, the goal of “health for all” was a mere dream. The Alma-Ata 

summit, held in 1978, was an ambitious endeavour to make this dream come true by securing 

the commitment of all governments, organizations and UN agencies to make health for all a 

collective goal and to work hard to reach it. Today, more than ever, it is obvious we need to 

renew our commitment, to work even harder, especially through primary health care, and to 
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closely and seriously involve our partners in the media sector in our efforts to achieve health 

for all. 

Today, changes in the way humanity inhabits the planet have disrupted the delicate 

equilibrium of the microbial world. As a result, new diseases are emerging at dramatic rates. 

With this in mind, our struggle to change human behaviours has also become more difficult. 

However, in our struggle for attention and resources, we have great reason for optimism. 

Over the past decade, health has received unprecedented attention for its central role in 

development and in poverty reduction strategies, and has proven a fruitful arena for foreign 

diplomacy. 

Another emerging issue is the theme of our World Health Day for 2008 “Protecting 

health from climate change”. I hope you will find time during your deliberations to discuss 

this in depth. The health and well-being of populations must become the defining measure of 

the impact of climate change and our efforts to address it effectively. 

The participation of such distinguished figures from the media sector represents an 

opportunity to thoroughly discuss the controversial issues and to consider the best methods 

to use in reaching all segments of the population, those in urban areas as well as those in 

remote rural settings. It also presents us with an opportunity to agree upon the languages and 

formats that each community can easily understand and use. I hope that you will also have 

the chance to review success stories from the field and to find ways of sharing them. 

I am confident that your efforts will be fruitful in achieving the objectives of this 

meeting. 

I wish you a pleasant stay in Manama. 

 

 


