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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to thank you all for accepting our invitation to attend this workshop. In 

particular I would like to thank those who have travelled from the United States of 

America, Croatia and throughout the Eastern Mediterranean Region to provide their 

valuable technical skills at this workshop.  

Dear colleagues,  

Most of the existing HIV surveillance systems in countries of the Region rely on 

HIV/AIDS case reporting, which has well known limitations in informing the status and 

trends of the epidemic over time. Potential shifts from low-level to concentrated or 

generalized epidemic patterns, which have already been observed in certain countries, may 

remain undetected.  

In 2005, the WHO Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean endorsed the 

regional strategy for strengthening health sector response to HIV/AIDS and sexually 

transmitted infections 2006–2010. Thus, the ministers of health from all countries in the 

Region acknowledged the urgent need to improve information on the HIV epidemic and 

committed to establishing, by 2010, surveillance systems that generate reliable information 
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on the distribution and trends of HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted infections and 

vulnerability in the population.   

Realizing the importance of supporting countries in achieving this target, and in order 

to address the weakness in surveillance more vigorously, WHO, UNAIDS and the World 

Bank have joined forces in a regional working group on HIV surveillance.  In 2007 and 

2008 the working group is focusing its efforts on building technical capacity at regional and 

country level in second generation HIV and STI surveillance, in addition to direct support 

for the implementation of surveillance activities in several countries.  

In this context, the development of training curricula for HIV/AIDS and STI 

surveillance methodologies that are tailored to the situation and training needs in the 

Region will facilitate future technical capacity-building activities at regional and country 

level.  This workshop is a first step in developing these training modules. WHO, UNAIDS 

and the World Bank are pleased to collaborate with highly qualified and experienced 

experts from the University of California at San Francisco Institute for Global Health and 

the United States Centre for Disease Control and Prevention in this project. 

It is our hope that the modules will be ready for use at country level in early 2008. 

These training modules will be instrumental in guiding countries to adopt the surveillance 

methodologies recommended by WHO/UNAIDS and partners in order to fill the 

information gaps about the distribution of risk and the associated trends over time that are 

crucial to tailoring interventions effectively.  

I wish to conclude by wishing you a successful four days of work, and a very 

pleasant stay in Cairo. 

Thank you.   


