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Dear Colleagues, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this Technical Consultation on Poliomyelitis 

Eradication in Afghanistan and Pakistan. I would like to express my gratitude to the Government 

of Oman for hosting this meeting and to Dr Ali Jaafar for his presence with us and for his valuable 

inputs in various aspects of polio eradication in the region. 

I wish to also take this opportunity to commend the significant efforts and commitment of 

the national authorities of Afghanistan and Pakistan and to thank our polio partners for their 

continued contributions and support to polio eradication efforts, not only in Afghanistan and 

Pakistan but all over the world. 

Dear Colleagues,  

I am confident you are following the very encouraging developments in the epidemiology 

of polio in the Region and, particularly, in endemic and reinfected countries. I am pleased to tell 

you that it is now more than 6 months since we had the last case of polio from Somalia, and that 
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Yemen and Sudan have maintained their polio-free status. In Pakistan, we are now witnessing 

long periods with no cases and for the first time in the history of polio in Pakistan, the month of 

July this year passed without any cases. It is clear that the wild virus is finding it difficult to 

locate a non immune child due to the substantial improvement in the quality of supplementary 

immunization activities and the very effective surveillance system through which cases of polio 

are identified within a very short time. 

I am sure you are aware of the developments in Afghanistan with regard to security, which 

continues to be a major impediment to polio eradication efforts. The polio eradication 

programme of Afghanistan has introduced several strategies to address the challenging situation 

but the impact has been limited because of the ongoing fighting in many places, resulting 

unfortunately in depriving children in these areas from being protected against polio. WHO at all 

its levels is trying to achieve periods of tranquillity to allow for targeted vaccination of the 

children who need it. I am encouraged by recent information that in the September round we 

were able to access areas that have been inaccessible for more than a year, and I sincerely hope 

that the support given by all concerned to polio eradication efforts will continue. 

Dear Colleagues, 

During this consultation you will be briefed about the epidemiological situation in the two 

endemic countries that are the subject at this consultation, namely Afghanistan and Pakistan. You 

will note that the wild virus is crossing the border frequently between the two countries and hence 

the need for parallel and joint activities. I am pleased to inform you that this is now the practice, 

and will, I hope, bring an end to viral circulation in the two countries. During the past 2 weeks, 

border immunization activities were conducted, one addressing a focus of wild polio type 1 

transmission between North-West Frontier Province in Pakistan and Eastern Afghanistan, and the 

other addressing the corridor of transmission between southern Afghanistan and Baluchistan and 

Sindh in Pakistan. 

I am sure you will hear more about these coordinated efforts. 

Dear Colleagues, 

I would like to thank you again and to wish you a successful and fruitful consultation and 

an enjoyable stay in Muscat. 


