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Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the Regional Workshop to Develop 

Research Conveners in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. This workshop is expected to 

enhance the skills of actual or potential health research conveners in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region in order to facilitate interaction between researchers and policy-

makers.  
  

The effectiveness of many existing interventions to improve health in poor 

populations in the developing world remains untested and therefore unproven. The gulf that 

exists between what is known and what is being done in practice, and between scientific 

potential and health realization, has come to be known as “know–do” gap. The recent growth 

in biomedical and health-related research activities has not been accompanied by a 

corresponding enhancement of research utilization and formulation of research results into 

policy. While useful information for policy-making is available through research, little such 

information is in fact utilized for the policy process, thereby giving rise to the know–do gap. 
   

Among the contributing factors to the know–do gap is the fact that researchers and 

policy makers live and work in very different environments. The relationship between health 

research and health policy has been the subject of intense debate over the past decade, but 

only limited initiatives have taken place to facilitate interaction between researchers and 

policy-makers. Such initiatives should foster the use of research results and evidence in the 

health policy-making process to narrow the know–do gap. One of the initiatives that has been 
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suggested is to develop a third party to liaise between researchers and policy-makers. This 

third party can be referred to as a ‘research broker’ pr ‘research convener’. The task of the 

‘research convener’ is to streamline the process for commissioning reviews of research 

evidence as well as facilitate and manage complex multi-disciplinary bids for research grants 

and commissions.  
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

With increasing globalization and digitalization and with the integration of 

engineering with nanotechnology, stem cell biology and genomics, the medical sciences are 

undergoing revolutionary changes. As a consequence of all these developments, medicine is 

moving rapidly from a reactive to a proactive mode. These revolutionary changes have 

transformed the attitude of policy-makers towards health research in the developed world. 

Unfortunately, poverty, illiteracy, demographic change, the burden of disease, and natural 

and man-made disasters have impeded the already slow pace of health research in developing 

countries.  
 

The biggest challenge that we face in our Region is how to bring relevant health 

research to centre stage. Biomedical research and research discoveries cannot, on their own, 

improve people’s health unless they are applied within the contexts and complexities of the 

different health systems that exist in our Region, and the capacities therein. 
 

Currently, the Regional Office is collaborating in an international study to explore the 

demand for health research by national policy-makers, using an empirical approach. The 

study is ongoing in three countries, namely, Egypt, Oman and Islamic Republic of Iran 

together with Singapore, Argentina and Mali. The results of this important study are expected 

to guide the efforts to bridge the know–do gap in the Region. 
 

The research conveners’ initiative is a new approach to bridging the know-do gap 

around the world. This is the first training programme of its kind organized by the Regional 

Office in order to develop and enhance the skills of health research conveners in the Region. 

It is expected that the training will help ensure evidence-based policy-making for more 

effective and efficient health care delivery at all levels. After completing this training, you 

will be the pioneer conveners in this Region and will lead the way for better knowledge 

translation in your respective countries. The Regional Office will follow up closely and be 

prepared to provide you with any help you need to further the use of this training in practice.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

The Regional Office is providing continuous financial and technical support for health 

research and ethics, which includes funding for research in priority areas of public health, 

infectious diseases and genomics and biotechnology. Strengthening health research capacity-

building is also among the priorities of the Regional Office. Hundreds of researchers have 

been trained in recent years from several countries of the Region on research methods, grant 

proposal writing, research ethics, qualitative research methods and scientific writing. 

Mapping of the status of health research in 10 countries was commissioned recently, and 

based on the results the Regional Office is designing interventions to help countries set 

priorities for health research. In addition, the Regional Office has initiated and planned 

several other activities with the aim of strengthening evidence-based research and knowledge 

translation in the region. One of these activities is a regional workshop to train science and 

health journalists on knowledge translation, which will be held in Pakistan later this year 
 

There is a lot to be done to improve the health research situation in our Region. 

Resources need to be allocated and better utilized to strengthen research and knowledge 

translation. Most of the countries in the Region are in urgent need of intensive training 

programmes to spread the information and provide experts who can lead the way towards 

relevant research and evidence-based health policy.  
 

I am grateful for this opportunity to talk to you about the regional and associated 

research and knowledge translation challenges and I wish you well with your training. 
    

Thank you.  

 


