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As the Iraqi government and other stakeholders attempt to provide security, gradual 

but persistent erosion of the social services network inside Iraq continues to be a growing 

concern at the global and regional level. Worsening security and quality of life have 

displaced an estimated 2 million people inside Iraq, while an estimated 2.2 million Iraqis 

have fled to the Syrian Arab Republic, Jordan and other neighbouring countries. This 

massive exodus, growing by an estimated additional 60,000 each month, is gradually 

saturating urban areas and stretching available social safety nets in neighbouring 

countries, overwhelming schools, housing and health systems. 

Although Iraq’s neighbours are striving to provide basic public health services to 

displaced Iraqis, the sustainability of such services is in danger because of the gradually 

increasing case load and the open ended time-frame for operation. Furthermore, access to 

secondary and tertiary care services by Iraqis in need, especially those of lower 

socioeconomic status, is reportedly prohibitive in cost, resulting in a high proportion of 

unmet health needs. At the same time, there are reports also of the need for additional 

primary health services, including immunization and maternal and child health, and for 

communicable disease surveillance.  
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Meanwhile, the health status of Iraqis inside the country continues to decline. The 

alarmingly high levels of mortality and trauma on a daily basis, overwhelming already 

overstretched emergency medical services, the declining immunization coverage because 

of the high level of insecurity, and slowly increasing acute malnutrition rates all paint a 

very bleak picture of the health system and health status inside Iraq. While, this meeting 

today is to discuss health needs and service provision for displaced Iraqis, this should not 

be construed by any means as an effort at the expense of the marginalized and vulnerable 

Iraqi population inside Iraq. Rather it is an indicator of the growing concern and 

solidarity at a regional level for Iraq and Iraqis as a whole.  

The situation with respect to displaced Iraqis is worrying not merely because of the 

high numbers of displaced and the staggering financial burden on host country systems 

(according to UNHCR the cost is over a billion dollars annually1), but also because of the 

flight from Iraq of middle class and skilled and experienced professionals, including 

those in the health sector. This is a worrying trend that is significantly weakening 

national capacities.  

Iraq’s health status indicators were once exemplary and a model for the Region. 

Many factors have contributed to where they stand today. We have convened here today 

not to ponder over the politics or possible etiologies but to take stock of the current and 

future challenges posed to the health sector by displaced Iraqis in neighbouring countries, 

and to bring all partners together to discuss commonalities, exchange country level 

experiences and address mechanisms of support.   

I want to thank the host countries, UN sister agencies, and other health cluster 

partners, in particular the International Federation of Red Cross/Red Crescent and the 

International Committee for the Red Cross (IFRC/ICRC) for making available essential 

health coverage to Iraqis in need. We all recognize that available resources in the health 

sector in the respective host countries, coupled with the increasing case load, may not be 

sustainable, and that only a systematic, regional approach might offer viable solutions.  

                                                 
1 UNHCR meeting on the subject in Geneva, April 2007 
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 With your participation and support, we hope to develop here a framework for 

providing sustainable, quality and cost-effective health care services to displaced Iraqis, 

and to develop, also, plans for resource mobilization and provision of necessary technical 

support to health systems in neighbouring countries required in this endeavour. 

At the same time we also wish to reiterate to the global community that we need to 

address the root causes of this displacement, namely security and safety in Iraq, as no 

amount of generosity, partnership and planning can address the needs of the growing 

numbers of displaced Iraqis in an open-ended fashion on a long-term basis.  

Thank you. 

 


