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Dear Colleagues    

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you to the 13th Meeting of the Regional Working 

Group on the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI).  We are very glad to 

receive our colleagues from the Regional Technical Advisory Group on Immunization, the GAVI 

Secretariat, UNICEF regional and country offices, the World Bank, African Development Bank 

and WHO headquarters and country offices. We are also delighted to note the full participation of 

the delegations from the countries benefiting from GAVI support in the Region. As you will 

agree with me, the country delegations are the backbone of this meeting. With this array of 

expertise and the actual implementers of the programme at country level, we are confident to 

have very meaningful and practical deliberations today.  

 Dear Colleagues   

Immunization constitutes the most cost-effective health intervention in communicable disease 

prevention and can potentially contribute a 15%–20% reduction in under-five mortality. 

Immunization is an essential tool to achieve Millennium Development Goal no. 4. The 

immunization programmes have saved the lives of millions of children and of a significant 

number of women worldwide. However, more than one and a half million children are still dying 

every year from diseases that can be prevented by currently available vaccines. Around 30 

million infants out of the 130 million born in the world every year are still not receiving their 

basic immunization. The great majority of them, around 28 million, live in developing countries, 

and of those 25 million are in the poorest countries, defined as countries that have less than 

US$ 1000 per capita GNP. Although considerable progress has been made in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region in increasing the childhood immunization coverage, which reached 85% 
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for DPT3 in 2005, still about 2.3 million children out of the regional cohort of 15.5 million 

remained unvaccinated.   

 Dear Colleagues  

There has been rapid development in the area of available vaccines in recent years to further 

enhance the disease prevention and reduction potential of the immunization programmes. Though 

relatively expensive, these vaccines have been proved to be quite cost-effective. Still the benefit 

of these vaccines is not fully reaching children in developing world. We are grateful to the GAVI 

Alliance which has made these new and under-used vaccines available for the children of the 

developing world, and to the various EPI partners We are equally grateful to our country teams 

who, with the support of the EPI partners, are trying their best to reach children in every corner of 

their countries with these life-saving vaccines. However, a lot more efforts are required from our 

country colleagues participating in today’s meeting as about 78% of the un-reached children are 

in these six countries of the Region.  

It is very heartening that the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region eligible for GAVI 

support under its different windows have shown great enthusiasm in making use of this support, 

submitting their proposals since the earliest rounds for Hib vaccine, immunization services 

strengthening and health systems strengthening. We are equally pleased that we as the Regional 

Working Group were able to provide the required support. The area of health systems support 

under GAVI will definitely have a positive outcome for the immunization programme and vice 

versa.  There has been a very positive response towards the co-financing concept introduced by 

GAVI under phase 2. This clearly shows that the countries realize the importance of financial 

sustainability for immunization programmes and are willing to take greater responsibility in this 

regard in the coming years.  

Dear colleagues  

The main objectives of the Regional Working Group meeting are to share with colleagues 

from the countries the latest developments pertaining to GAVI. The meeting also aims to share 

specific country experiences and provide appropriate feedback from the Regional Working 

Group for strengthening the immunization programmes. We have with us today colleagues from 

the GAVI Secretariat, who will update us on the latest policies and decisions of the GAVI 

Alliance Board. We will also hear from our country colleagues about their experiences regarding 
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making full use of GAVI support and will discuss any related issues to resolve them. We would 

also like to hear from you as to how the Regional Working Group can support you further to 

strengthen and expand the immunization programmes in accordance with the WHO–UNICEF 

Global Immunization Vision and Strategies. 

Dear Colleagues 

We all have come a long way in reaching where we stand today in terms of immunization 

programme achievement. The goal is in sight but still a significant distance has to be covered and 

there can be no room for complacency. Let us all make best use of our presence here today to 

take the immunization programmes in the countries to new levels of achievement, and let it not 

be said that we did not prove equal to the task.  

 Once again, I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to all of you 

for your efforts and for participating in this meeting, and wish you a very pleasant stay in Tunis.  


