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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you all to this important consultation to discuss 

the draft World Report on Child and Adolescent Injury Prevention, which will be a joint WHO–

UNICEF publication. I am particularly pleased to note the presence of WHO colleagues from 

Headquarters and the Regional Office for Africa and the experts from all over the world, 

including most of the lead authors of the draft report.  I am also delighted to note that UNICEF 

and WHO have been able to ensure a wide partnership in producing this report, including Safe 

Kids Worldwide, The Alliance for Safe Children, Child Accident Prevention Foundation of 

Southern Africa, US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, China Centres for Disease 

Control and Prevention, International Society for Burn Injuries and many more. I know that 

similar partnerships with some of these organizations have contributed tremendously to the 

injury prevention and control efforts of WHO. I am confident that this partnership will remain 

functional and mutually reinforcing long after publication of this important report, in order to 

implement its key recommendations.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Injuries are becoming a huge public health concern for WHO and governments. They are the 

leading cause of death not only globally but also in our Region. Every day thousands of people are 

killed. Every year millions are injured and may never be able to lead the same lives again. In 
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addition to causing staggering rates of death and disability, injuries pose a major drain on health and 

health care system resources. Households, communities and individuals go through tremendous 

financial difficulties, in addition to physical and psychological trauma due to injuries. What is most 

worrying is that injuries affect children and youth more than any other age group. This also 

compromises national development processes, by affecting the individuals who should be part of 

nation building. I was shocked to learn, during the recent UN Global Road Safety week, that every 

year 400 000 young people die as a result of injuries sustained in road traffic crashes, and that 

crashes are the number one cause of death among under 25 year-olds, outnumbering even deaths 

due to HIV/AIDS in that group. This highlights an alarming situation and I am happy that WHO, 

together with other partners, has been very proactive in addressing this growing epidemic. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In both the African and Eastern Mediterranean regions, death and disability due to 

unintentional injuries among children and adolescents are on the rise. Although data is scarce on the 

magnitude of death and injury, available evidence shows that unintentional injuries and their 

consequences affect thousands of children and adolescents each year in communities throughout our 

two WHO regions. The shocking part is that most countries and communities do not even think of 

injuries as a health problem at all. Injury, whether in our homes, at work and school, during sport 

and leisure activities, on the road or in public places, is a significant cause of death, illness and 

disability. The harm, both direct and indirect, from injury particularly affects children and young 

adults. In both regions, injuries are increasing in occurrence, in severity and in the fatality of their 

outcome among children and adolescents. The major burden of death is borne by the low and 

middle income countries. According to the global burden of diseases database, in 2000 alone, a total 

of 2 69 987 children under the age of 18 years died due to various causes of unintentional injury in 

both Regions.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I understand that this report will be an important advocacy tool as well as a science-based 

book on what we know about child and adolescent injuries and how these injuries might be 

prevented and that the report will present what is known about each type of injury, identifying 

the important risk factors as well as good practices or promising practices for prevention. This 
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important consultation, therefore, comes at a critical time for the world in general and for the 

African Region and Eastern Mediterranean regions in particular. The quest for human health and 

safety has never received as much attention and recognition as now. The recent UN Global Road 

Safety Week and the World Health Assembly resolution on emergency care systems are good 

examples of the resolve of the different partners and governments to show their commitment to 

containing this epidemic. I am sure the consultation will give impetus to the continuing efforts of 

policy-makers from all sectors to create environments––whether in homes, workplaces or roads–

where children and young people are safe. Feeling secure in our homes and on our streets is a 

fundamental right for all of us. I am sure this report will provide the right kind of insight into all 

these issues. 

Once again I thank you all and wish you a happy and comfortable stay in Cairo. 

 

 

 
 

 

 


