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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the World Health Organization’s 

Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean to attend the 11th Meeting of the WHO 

Alliance for the Global Elimination of Blinding Trachoma. 

As you are all aware, blinding trachoma, a preventable cause of blindness, remains a 

public health problem that affects poor communities in rural populations with limited 

access to clean water and health care. Today an estimated 84 million people in 55 

developing countries, mostly in Africa, suffer from the infectious stage of the disease. 

Children under five are the most susceptible to trachoma, and around 6 million people, 

mainly women, suffer from the late stage of the disease. All these are at risk of 

irreversible visual loss unless we take collective steps to address the underlying causes of 

the disease. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

To eliminate blinding trachoma, WHO recommends the implementation of the SAFE 

Strategy as well as overall economic developments. Unfortunately financial resources 

available for implementing the strategy are largely inadequate, at national and 

international levels. 

 

 

  



 2

Including trachoma within the group of neglected tropical diseases targeted for 

elimination, as well as addressing the issue from a broad perspective to include poverty 

alleviation, can advance the process and improve the quality of life of the poorest 

communities. 

I am pleased to note that since the creation of the Alliance there has been substantial 

progress towards the elimination of blinding trachoma. Thanks are due to all Alliance 

partners for their great contributions, particularly Pfizer for the donation of azithromycin. 

I hope this important meeting will produce practical outcomes, including scaling up 

the Ultimate Intervention Goals, that will benefit all countries with a known problem of 

blinding trachoma, particularly in the Eastern Mediterranean and African Regions. 

Once again I would like to thank you all and to wish you a pleasant stay here in this 

historic city of Cairo.  
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