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MEMORANDUM ON ALLERGIC DISEASES 

(Proposal from the WHO Committee for Finland) 

During the last few years it has become nore and more evident 

how general allergic diseases are, especially asthma and chronic skin 

eruptions, and what a capital medical and economic significance they 

have. 

American investigations, the resuits of which may be applied also 

to other countries, prove that 10 per cent of the population are 

suffering from these diseases to such an extent that they must consult 

a doctor, while a much larger number of people are affected at some 

stage of their lives by allergic disturbances in a slighter form. 

Allergic diseases originate in earliest childhood (for instance, 

oczsna) . They are very common in children under five years of age 

but the allergy can, however, commence at any age, It appears in all 

occupations and social classes. For lack of competent treatment 

the affected person loses his working capacity and becomes by and by 

entirely disabled. His whole family and surroundings suffer through 

his illness and for this reason allergic diseases are actually among 

the most common. They are prevalent among the population to such an 

extent and they are expensive to the community especially on account 

of the incapaoity caused by them, so that it pays to combat them 

methodically. ‘ . 

The investigation, prevention and treatment of allergic diseases 

should be carried out in close connexion with public health work. 

Bad liAdng conditions, unsuitable food, various kinds of infections 

and nervous stress are undeniably among the factors that contribute 

to the etiology of allergy. Probably owing to this fact the inci-

dence of allergic diseases has grown during and since the war, 

There are still many countries in which these diseases are prevalent 
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and on account of the high incidence of allergic disease and the 

severe suffering and economic loss caused by them they can be effective-

ly combated only in close collaboration with public health services. 

The WHO-Conraiittee for Finland therefore proposes that the World 

Health Organization should consider the question of the investigation, 

prevention and treatment of allergic diseases. 


