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POPULATION PROBLEMS 

(Note by Dr. H.S.Gear) 

There is an increasing concern with population 

phenomena throughout the world. These problems have aroused 

most interest in connexien . with world food supplies. A • 

controversy has arisen as to whether in this field present 

trends do not imply a rapid approach to the stage where food 

supplies will not meet the needs of a rapidly increasing 

population. 

In other fields^ especially those associated with 

medicinej population problems are similarly fundamental. They 

are problems complex not alone because of lack of adequate 

knowledge, statistical or otherwise, but because of their 

relationship with many sociological factors. 

The matter seems important enough to justify WHO 

considering whether it should not include the study of 

population problems^ in their health and medical aspects, in 

an early programme. 



UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

W O R L D H E A L T H 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ 

EXECUTIVE BOARD EB5/43 Add.l é ^ 

23 January 1950 

Fifth Session 

ORIGINAL : ENGLISH 

UNITED NATIONS STUDY Ш INTERRELATIONSHIP OF ECONOMIC, SOCIAL 

AND POPULATION PROBLMS 

The Director-General has the honor to inform the Executive 

B^ard that he has received an informal communication from the United 

Nations regarding the study on "Inter-relationship ^f Economic, Social 

and Population Changes, which is being conducted by the Population 

Divlsien of the United Nations Department of Social Affairs. 

Such problems as the trends of population growth and their 

implications have engaged the attention of the Population Commission 

ever since its inception. In fact, a program entitled "Inter-

relationship of Economic, Social and Population Changes" and covering 

the economic and social aspects of population growth has been 

outlined by the Population Commission and has been given top 

priority in the work of the Population Division of the United 

Nations. The program will consist of field studies as well as of 

analyses ef past data and will be undertaken particularly in areas 

subject to rapid economic and social changes. 

The Population Division has been anxious to collaborate with 

Governments and the Specialized Agencies of the United Nations in 

carrying out this pr'/gram. It has been in touch, with the Division 

• f Organization of Public Health Services of WHO, as well as the 

Director of the South East Asia Regional Office, concerning 

participation in the Health Demcnstration Areas. WHO has assured 

the Division that facilities will Ъе presided for such с眷-operation. 

In regard to problems relating to medical and public health 

statistics the Population Commission has also shown interest. This 

resulted in the joint project on "Pregnancy Wastage and Childhood 

Mortality" which is now in process, in co-operation with the UN 

Population Division, the Statistical Office and the World Health 

Organization. 

In conclusionj it would appear that such joint studies of the 

Population Division and WHO may prove to be the most effective w^r in 

arriving at satisfactory results at a minimum effort and cost. 
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