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The REGIONAL DIP~CTOR said that the Committee must designate one 

of its members to coordinate the report of Sub-Committee B with that 

of Sub-Comnrl.ttee A before submission to the Executive Board as a joint 

report, in accordance with rule 47 of the Rule s of Procedure. The 

member designated by Sub_CemmitteeA had been Medecin Colonel P. Faure, 

the representative of France. 

The ClL\IRMAN proposed that Dr. Faure be designated also for 

SUb-Committee B. 

It was so agr~ed. 

The CHllIRI.!.AN referred to page 9 of the Report of Sub-Committee A, 

,mere it was stated that the subject fer that Sub-Committee's technical 

discussions at its 1961 sessi on would be "Poliomyelitis" and that for 

its 1962 session "Solar radiation and its related heat effects on the 

Human Organism". Sub-Committee B had expressed the wish the previous 

year to deal with the same subject as Sub-Committee A, and although the 

former had already discussed poliomYelitis, he suggested that in view of 

the many new deVelopments in that fieid it should again form the 

Subject of di SCU8S ion for 1961. 

It was so agreed 
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The CHAIRMAN said that the subject for discussion by Sub-Comnittee 

A at its 1962 session - "Solar radiation and its related he .... t effects 

on the hwnan organism" - Yi'as an interesting one, but he considered that 

it should be discussed mainly in its public health aspects, fro~ the 

point of view of environment, housing, working conditions, etc. 

The REGIONAL Ill: RECTal. said that the exact wording of the subject 

had been discussed in some detail by Sub-Committee A, and the Yi'ordi~ 

finally agreed had been chosen so that it would relate specifically to 

solar radiation and not excessive heat caused by other factors, since 

the general subject would have been too extensive. 

Resolution EMjRCIOAjR.12 was adopted. 

Dr. BERTHET, International ChiJdren's Centre, defined the spirit 

in which the Centre cooperated vrith governments in the Region. 

Cooperation took three forms: assistance ir, the training of technical 

staff; scientific research; and d~cumentation. 

The training offered was determined by the Centre's concept of 

the true role of social paediatrics. It had three main characteristics: 

respect for the total personality of the chiJd seen against its social 

background; multi-disciplinary work on the problems of childhood, and 
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the coordination of effort between the various branches of public 

health work. 

The Centre offered several turpes of training course: advanced 

courses .in social paediatrics given in Paris and other parts of the 

world including Africa and South America to bring trainees I kIlO\Vledge 

up to date, to help them "to adapt new knowledge to their individual 

circumstances and to stimulate and renew their enthusiasn; courses in 

social paediatrics for physicians, lasting three months, providing a 

thorough investigation of organizational, operational, training, 

health education and population statistics points of view; a similar 

course for welfare workers and public health nurses and yet another 

lasting six weeks for school inspectors and directors of teacher 

training establishments to enable them to see that primary school 

teachers in particular were given some insight into the behaviour and 

development problems of childhood. Those courses were organized annually. 

Side by side with them were a rnunber of additional courses on 

various special subjects which had included, during the current year, 

statistics in social nedicine and, in 1961 would include tuberculosis 

and the vaccination calendar. All those courses were reserved for 

physicians or social workers with responsibilities for other medical 

and welfare staff. 
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Various fonns of assistance vrere available to enable trainees to 

attend. The Centre offered a number of fellOWShips to governnents 

every year, the governments themselves offered a number of fellowships 

and the Regional Offices of '\THO also made a rnunber of fellowship", 

available to goverrnnents in their regions. In that connection, he 

wished to convey to the Regional Director his appreciation of the 

good relations of the Regional Office with the Centre during the past 

decade. 

In the first ten years of its existence the Centre had organized 

68 courses which had been attended by 1900 trainees from 111 countries. 

160 trainees had come from the Eastern Mediterranean Region. That 

great variety of origin made the organization of the courses no easy 

matter but had contributed not a little to their value since the 

trainees lived and worked together while they attended, learning to 

appreciate different approaches to the same problem and to understand 

difficulties not encountered in their awn countries. 

The courses were evaluated in two stages. At the end of each 

course, fellows attended an evaluation meeting and "mre encouraged to 

give their criticisms. Their comments were generally most frank and 

helpful to the Centre in organiZing future courses. '!he Centre 

maintained continued contact with former fellows after they returned home 

and followed their future careers to see What use they made of the 

training they had received. 
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The Centre was fully aware of its responsibility in organizing 

such courses and was constantly striving to improve them. Governments 

also had a responsibility both for the choice of fellows, which had 

much improved in recent years, and for their employment after their 

return. 

The Centre also organized international seminars with 80 - 100 

participants at the most, includil15 a dozen or so competent experts. 

Participants were always persons with training and administrative 

responsibilities. 30 such seminars had already been organized 

iroluding one on tuberculosis as .a public health problem. They had 

been attended by over 2,000 persons from 71 countries. Forthcoming 

seminars were to be on such subjects as "the growth and development 

problems of children" an:! "the problems of communal nurseries". 

A particularly important seminar ''Tas to be held in 1961 on "maladjustment 

in town-bred children". 

He had seen with pleasure that the Arumal Report of the Regional 

Director dealt with public health in its broadest sense, which 

included housing and connnunity development. A saninar was to be held 

on the fonner in 1961. An interesting experiment had been made in a 

poor district of Paris. i. recreation centre had been set up where 

children and adolescents could feel free to indulge in the most varied 

recreational activities. 
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The training facilities offered by the Centre also ircluded a 

special orientation and programming service for trainees arriving 

in Europe and Paris from abroad. It prepared the programme of 

activities for them ensuring that they had access to the persons and 

services they wished to study. That service had been very much 

appreciated. It had prepared 247 programmes for persons from 46 

countries. 

The Centre also offered research fellowships in the three fields 

on which it was working: BeG vaccination; the role of streptococci 

in rheumatic fever; and poliomyelitis. The BCG research programme 

was an example of the multi-disciplinary approach the Centre advocated. 

A research laboratory at Longchamp which was financed and directed 

independently of the Centre was a source of much useful knowledge on 

poliomyeli tis. Other laboratories in the Centre were actively studying 

the various BCG vaccines, the studies were performed by biologists 

conforming to plans prepared by statisticians; epidemiological teams 

tested the results. i!:pidemiological testing ~ras necessary because 

widely differing reports had been received on the efficacy of BCG 

vaccines. At the moment, it seemed that the divergent reports on tho 

efficacy of the campaigns could be attributed to differences in the 

potency of the vaccine. Investigations were continuing. The role of 

the streptococcus in rheumatic fever was, as yet, unclear and in 
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view of the ~ecent recrudescence of the disease, in Israel a few 

years previo~ly and in Europe during the current year, the Centre 

was actively investigating the subject with particular reference to 

the role of the terrain. 

The Centre also had a libra~ and documentation service which 

received, eve~ month, over 1,000 publications from 54 different 

countries in 1.8 languages about all the problems of childhood except 

education which was the province of UNESCO. The documentation se.rvice 

would provide on request a bibliography covering sevoral years on a 

specific subject, photo-copies or micro-films of particular articles 

and a regular bibliographical service on any specified subject. It 

also issued a monthly magazine called "La Courrier" which contained a 

more selective bibliography. The documentation service could also 

accept librarians for training. 

He then outlined the structure of the Centre which, set up in 

1950, was administered by an international administrative council under 

the Chairmanship of Professor Robert Debra, composed of paediatricians 

and SOCiologists from many countries. It was financed half and half by 

UNICEF and the French Goverrnnent and received certain income from 

organizations which, like WHO, sent fellOlvs for training. The Centre's 

health policy was worked out by his colleaguos with the assistance of 

a technical adviso~ ccc-JIli ttee, and controlled by the administrative 
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council. The technical advisory conmittee included a representative 

of the Secretary-General of the United Nations and representatives of 

Directors-General of Specialized Agencies. 

He then asked the representative of the Director-General to 

convey to the Director-General of the World Health Organization, the 

Centre's appreciation of the valuable assistance it was receiving from 

the Organization. The international action undertaken by the Organization 

and the Centre could succeed only if the efforts of all participants 

were fully coordinated. 

The CHAIRMAN, noting the wide range of activities covered by 

the Centre, thanked Dr. Berthet for his lucid account of its work. 

All representatives would have noted the various forms of assistance 

which it offered. 

Dr •. VERJ. PETERSON, Medical Women's International ASSOCiation, 

said she had heard with interest the account of past work in the 

Region and of plans for the future. The Regional Director's Report 

showed a keen aypreciation of the dynamic nature of public health 

work and ViaS to be particularly connnended in that it included such 

aspects as housing, community development and the role of trnditional 

cultures. On behalf of her hssociation, she congratulated the 

Organization and the Regional Office undlr the leadership of the 
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Regional Director and his colleagues, on their achievements and 

wished them all success in the future. 

The Medical Women's International Association was the oldest of 

the medical associations. It had been set up in 1919 at a conference 

called by the ilmerican Hospitals Women's Committee, in New York, at 

which there were 140 participants from 14 countries. Except during 

the Second World War, meetings had been held yearly. The International 

£ssociation at present consisted of 29 national associations with a 

membership of 9,500. At a recent meeting of the InternatioIlE'l 

Association ,!hich was held in London in 1958, the subject for 

technical discussions had been "The Adolescent". l~nother meeting was 

to be held in September 1960 at Baden-Baden where the thelOO would be 

I1The Old Tloman". In preparation, a questionnaire had been drawn up with 

the assist"nce of ,rno, to assist in the assembly of information about 

the status of old women, their mental and physical health and the 

efforts of the various countries to protect and promote it. 

She then outlined the constitutional aims of her Association. 

It had three national associations in the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region. The national association in the Lebanon had been fOUnded in 

1959, the one in Iran T'as only three years old, but was a very 

interesting body eager to cooperate with the Organization particularly 

in matters of maternal and child healfu and the national association in 
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Israel had celebrated its tenth anniversary in 1959. 23% of the 

total number of doctors in Israel were women and of them one third 

w·ere members of the association. The International Association 

hoped soon to have members in all the countries of the world. Women 

doctors Vlere well placed to further both the work of WHO and that of 

individual governments, particularly in maternal and child health 

since it was easier for the women of the community to accept them. 

In conclUding, she congratulated the Regional Director and the 

health administrations of the Region on their ,vork and assured them 

of her Association's eagerness to cooperate with them in workir,g for 

a healthier and happier human race. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Representative of the Medical Women's 

International ASSOCiation, congratulated the International Association 

on the extension of its membership and wished it every success in the 

future. 

The. meeting rose at 12 noon 


