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TECHNICAL DISCLTSSIONS - "HEALTH ASPECTS OF INWSTRIALIZATION 
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO AIR POLLUTION": Item 12 of the Agenda 
(Documents EM/~~l6/~ech.~isc ./I-2) 

Dr SHOIB, Director of Health Services, introducing the item on behalf 

of the Regional Director, recalled that industrialization in western 

countries had given their people a fuller way of life and caused a rise 

in their standard of living and that this had lessened many of the evils 

of poverty and its associated diseases. It was to be expected, therefore, 

that rapid industrial developnent would continue to take place in countries 

in the Eastern Mediterranean Region as a measure for social and economic 

development. 

However, this process exerted a variety of influences on the physical, 

mental and social health of the people and these influences could be good 

or bad as they favoured or inhibited improvements in health. 

Among the favourable influences were factors such as economic growth 

and expansion of public services and facilities, i.e., health, sanitation, 

education, transport and the like. The harmful influences, on the other 

hand, included such factors as urbanization with a marked increase in 

population density, accentuated environmental health problems favouring 

the spread of certain communicable diseases, the creation of new occupational 

health problems, aggravated nutritional problems and adverse effects on 

mental health. 

If the harmful effects of industrialization were generally stressed, 

that was because they led to conditions that called for action and because 

their effect did not become evident until after industrialization had 

advanced and in consequence their significance was not realized at a 

sufficiently early stage. They should be viewed together with their 

favourable counterparts, and it should be borne in mind that Loth varied 

greatly from one country to another as they were governed by factors such 

as population characteristics, the human and material resources with which 

the countries were endowed and, last but not least, the available technology. 

In order to make it possible to mitigate the harm that might be caused 

by industrialization it was important to identlfy as many of the factors 

as possible. Once they had been identified, it was essential to evaluate 

their relative importance, to determine priorities and then to devise 

methods by which to promote those factors that were favourable and to 

counteract those that were unfavourable to health. That could only be 

done by mobilizing all available national forces so that adequate legal, 

social and technical measures could be taken from the start. 



The purpose of document ~~/~~16/~ech.~isc./2, which was before the 

Sub-Committee, was to define and to discuss the health problems which 

might be created in the Eastern Mediterranean Region by rapid industrialization 

and to consider their influence. He surveyed the range of subjects dis- 

cussed in the document. referring to salient polnts dealing with health 

problems and industrialization, with the ~ 6 1 e  of health authorities, and 

with the planning and organization of health services to cope with the 

impact of industrialization on health. 

Ik GJEBIN (Israel) expressed his appreciation of the excellent 

document before the Sub-committee. Industrialization was a growing 

problem and of vital importance throughout the world. It was essential 

that the health authorities should be partners in all economic and social 

planning and be fully aware of the social and health disturbances inherent 

in urbanization. Oanflict was bound to occur when the highest priority 

was accorded to industrial and sxial aims and health was regarded as of 

secondary importance. No unreasonable restrictions should be placed on 

ecpnomic and social programmes, but it was desirable that the health 

authorities should stress the need for observing at least basic health 

criteria in the programmes. 

With regard to the various subjects discussed in the document, it was 

essential d&ays to remember the danger of the exposure of the population 

to mall toxic amounts of industrial pollutants; there might be no 

imediate effect, but the long-term effects could be very serious. In 

his country, air pollution was becoming of major importance, and for that 

reason he was grateful that WHO had sent them a consultant some months ago 

to advise them on the problems involved. 

In all problems arising from industrialization in cities, compromise 

was needed. If cities were allowed to grow in an unplanned way with 

industrial and residential areas close to each other, the problems created 

might te very difficult to solve, as well as involving the countries 

concerned in great expense. In one case in his country, where an indus- 

trial plant had been established near a residential area, many attempts 

had been made to deal with the problems of air pollution that had arisen, 

and at present the possibility of moving the plhnt bodily from its existing 

site was under consideration. On the other hand, excessive rigidity in 

relation to the health aspects of industrialization might lead to the 

creation of obstacles to economic progress, or even to the government of 

the country ignoring the advice of the health authorities. He therefore 

felt that the ideal would be to seek a compromise in which the economic 

and social aims were pursued to the greatest possible extent but fim full 
consideration being given to the needsfof Wdth.  
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Mr LENNUYEUX-COMNENE (France) considered the role of the regional 

organizations to be of great importance in industrialization. In the 

United Nations, the subject of industrialization had become one of the 

greatest priority, both from the technical and from the financial points 

of view. It was desirable that people in developing countries should 

benefit from the experience of countries which had already passed through 

the phase of industrialization. Po;. that, however, they needed full 

information and WHO in particular was in an excellent position to warn 

the developing countries of the dangers of industrialization and to show 

them how the dangers could be avoided. 

The problems of industrialization could best be tackled regionally. 

In Europe, for example, it had been found that industrial development 

could best be achieved on a regional basis, Co-Qpcration between countries 

was therefore required in dealing with the problems that arose, and he felt 

that the Eastern Mediterranean Region could benefit from the international 

knowledge and experience acquired by the United Nations and other bodies 

and apply them regionally. In that connexion, the Council of Europe at 

Strasbourg was devoting its attention at present to problems of industrial- 

ization. 

The CHAIRMAV, i.n V?c e5sence of further comments, introduced the 

following draft resolution: 

The Sub-committee, 

Having considered the document on Health Aspects of 
Industrialization with Special Reference to Air Pollution; 

Realizine; that human beings are the most important single 
development resource and the central factor in development; 

Recognizing that modern public health now has the tools 
required to achieve marked impwement in the health of the people 
during the transition from an agPairian to an industrial economy; 

Believing that any country wishing to achieve rapid indus- 
trialization without paying an excessive price in human values 
should accord a very high priority to measures for the protection 
and pranotion of the health of the gainfully-employed segment of 
the population and their families; 

REOSMMENCG that 

(a) the health of the nation be considered essential 
element in all social and economic developmcnt programmes; 

(b) a close working relationship be established between the 
health ~r?+,'l~~-i'<ez and other sutborities responsible for 
the economic and social development to ensure the partici- 
pation of health authorities in the planning and implementation 
of the industrialization programme at all levels; 



(c )  i n  planning new indus t r ia l  projects,  due consideration 
be given t o  the  integrat ion of these projects  i n  t he  
canrmuruty's general developmext programme t o  ensure a 
healthy e~vironment through the  provision of both preven- 
t i v e  and curat ive  heal th  services, healthy housing, safe  
cornunity water supply, san i ta ry  methods f o r  t he  disposal  
of sewage, refuse  and lndus i r i a l  waste; 

(d) where indus t r ies  a re  well established and enuiron- 
mental and public heal th  problems ex is t ,  de ta i led  s tud ies  
pertaining t o  these problems be undertaken and corrective 
measures i n i t i a t e d  without delay; 

(e )  adequate consideratlon be given t o  the  t ra in ing  of t he  
medical, para-medical and auxi l i a ry  personnel needed f o r  
t he  f u l l  range of heal th  service,; 

( f )  countries of t he  Region accord a reasonably high 
p r i o r i t y  t o  the  provision of occupational heal th  services,  
s ince t he  maintenance of heal th  of the  workers i s  an 
e s sen t i a l  requirement f o r  improving productivity; 

(g) e f fec t ive  measures f o r  the  prevention and control  of 
environmental pol lut ion (atmospheric, r iver ine  and marine) 
be i n i t i a t e d  and maintained; 

(k)  adequate l ega l  provision be made by Governments i n  
the  Region a t  an ea r ly  stage t o  safeguard t he  heal th  of the  
people and ensure t he  control  of the  working environment; 

( i )  a hea l th  education programme be designed t o  encourage 
the  general public t o  adapt themselves t o  the  new way of 
l i f e  imposed by indus t r ia l i za t ion  and t o  ensure t he  proper 
use of heal th  services and other measures provided t o  
pmmote health. 

The d r a f t  resolut ion was adopted. 

The meeting rose a t  11.3 a.m. 


