
 

 
 

 
      

      RESOLUTION 
 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE                               EM/RC56/R.1                
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN                         October 2009 
                     
Fifty-sixth Session 

Agenda item  4 

 

Annual report of the Regional Director for 2008 and progress reports 

The Regional Committee,  

Having reviewed the Annual Report of the Regional Director on the work of WHO in the 
Eastern Mediterranean Region for the year 2008, and the progress reports requested by the 
Regional Committee;1 

Recognizing the status of tobacco control as presented by the Regional Director in both his 
annual report and progress report and noting with concern that only eight countries of the Region 
enforce a total ban on advertising of tobacco; 

Also noting with concern that 10 countries are not yet on track to achieve some or all of the 
health-related Millennium Development Goals, and the challenges facing them; 

Expressing great satisfaction at the commitment of countries of the Region reflected in the 
endorsement of the Qatar declaration on primary health care and the reaffirmed commitment of 
all countries of the Region to the principles of primary health care; 

Noting achievements in maintaining the poliomyelitis-free status in 19 countries of the 
Region but mindful of the challenges facing poliomyelitis eradication in Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and Sudan, particularly because of compromised access in endemic areas, and noting further the 
international review in endemic countries; 

Welcoming the Regional Director’s initiative for care of children with post-poliomyelitis 
paralysis as a poliomyelitis control strategy; 
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Recognizing the importance of health in all govenment policies; 

Recognizing the need to strengthen national and regional capacities in research in the field 
of infectious diseases of poverty; 

Aware of the importance of ensuring regional sufficiency in production of priority vaccines 
and the need for synergy and complementarity between vaccine producers in the Region; 

1. CALLS on Member States to; 

1.1 Conduct a comprehensive review of national tobacco control legislation, identify gaps 
and act accordingly to develop new legislation and ensure its full implementation; 

1.2 Exert efforts to reach the targets of the Millennium Development Goals, if they are not 
on track, to achieve them within the time-frame while trying to keep them in line with 
national development plans; 

1.3 Adopt the regional strategic plan as the principal instrument to promote primary health 
care in the Region and transform country commitments into action on the ground 
through implementation of the Qatar Declaration; 

1.4 Ensure that health aspects are taken into account in the development of the national 
policies of all ministries and ensure concerted intersectoral action of all government 
ministries and institutions; 

1.5 Allocate the necessary resources for the strengthening of national research capacity in 
the field of infectious diseases of poverty; 

2. REQUESTS Regional Director to:  

2.1 Continue and extend support to strengthen national research capabilities in the field of 
infectious diseases, and coordinate efforts to establish a WHO collaborative network 
between centres of excellence in the Region capable of extending the epidemiological 
and diagnostic facilities required in this area;  

2.2 Involve heads of state, through appropriate channels, in asserting the priority nature of 
self-reliance and self-sufficiency in vaccine production as a health security issue, and 
strengthen partnership with potential donors, particularly the Islamic Development 
Bank; 

2.3 Organize a regional high-level policy meeting to reaffirm political commitment to the 
regional strategy on self-reliance and self-sufficiency on access to quality vaccines in 
the Eastern Mediterranen Region; 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to adopt the proposal for care of children with post-
poliomyelitis paralysis as an additional strategy for poliomyelitis control.  


