
 

 
 

 
      

      RESOLUTION 
 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE                            EM/RC55/R.1 
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN                       October 2008 
 

Fifty-fifth Session 

Agenda item  4 

 

Annual report of the Regional Director for 2007 and progress reports 
 

The Regional Committee,  

Having reviewed the Annual Report of the Regional Director on the work of WHO in the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region for the year 2007, and the progress reports requested by the Regional Committee;1 

Recalling resolution EM/RC53/2, still concerned at the continued low coverage of antiretroviral 
therapy to HIV infected people in need of it and also concerned at the very low coverage of interventions 
for prevention of mother-to-child transmission;  

Acknowledging the success achieved so far in routine immunization coverage, and concerned that the 
vast majority of the children not receiving routine immunization live in six countries and that this poses 
great constraints on achieving the fourth Millennium Development Goal in these countries;  

Recognizing the success achieved so far in the Region towards the target of poliomyelitis eradication, 
and emphasizing the need to sustain achievements; 

Noting that the majority of countries are on track to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and 
concerned that these are unlikely to be achieved in seven countries unless major efforts are made and 
unless greater regional and international solidarity is forthcoming; 

Noting also the progress made in control of iodine deficiency disorders in the Region; 

Acknowledging the startling facts indicated in the WHO Report on the Global Tobacco Epidemic 
2008, including the fact that less than 5% of the world’s population is protected with the essential tobacco 
control policies; 
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Recognizing the need for more comprehensive data on the prevalence of cancer and other 
noncommunicable diseases; 

Noting also the duplication and weak coordination in some countries between international and 
regional health organizations; 

Noting with great concern the continued suffering of the population of the occupied Palestinian 
territory, particularly in the Gaza Strip; 

1. THANKS the Regional Director for his comprehensive report on the work of WHO in the Region; 

2. ADOPTS the annual report of the Regional Director; 

3. CALLS upon Member States to: 

3.1  Strengthen voluntary and confidential HIV testing and counselling services and measures for 
prevention of mother to child transmission;  

3.2  Avoid the creation of large immunity gaps in relation to wild poliomyelitis viruses, particularly in 
endemic countries and those at high risk through improving routine immunization and including 
all populations in national immunization days; and continue efforts towards achieving periods of 
tranquillity in areas affected by war in order to immunize children in these areas;  

3.3  Mobilize necessary resources to address priority activities needed to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals; 

3.4  Strengthen national tobacco control policies and move forward with full implementation of the 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control and the MPOWER policies; and accede to the 
Convention if they have not yet done so; 

3.5 Renew their commitment to the elimination of iodine deficiency disorders and promote the use of 
other micronutrients, including folic acid; 

3.6  Strengthen national programmes for control of noncommunicable diseases including cancer; 

3.7 Take the lead role in the coordination of international health partners, including donor agencies, 
under the stewardship of the Ministry of Health, in order to ensure consistency with national 
priorities and to reduce duplication; 

4. THANKS the Director-General for her continued support to the WHO Arabic programme as a global 
programme; 

5. REQUESTS the Director-General to use her good offices to advocate for lifting of the blockade of the 
Gaza Strip in order to allow free movement of essential goods and of people seeking health care and 
ensure restoration of essential services. 

 


