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EM/RC48/INF .DOC.12 

APPLICATION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF CYPRUS 
FOR REASSIGNMENT FROM THE WHO EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION TO 

THE WHO EUROPEAN REGION 

I. Through its letter of 26 June 2001, Ref. M.H.4.12.12.09, the Government of Cyprus 
informed us of its intention to apply to the World Health Assembly requesting approval for 
reassignment from the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region to the WHO European Region. 

2. The Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean, during its Forty-second Session in 
1995, having observed that there were no fixed rules governing the transfer of a state 
between Regions other than the jurisprudence of the Health Assembly, consisting of a 
collection of resolutions responding to the views of the state concerned as to the Region to 
which it wanted to be assigned, adopted resolution EM/RC42/R.7: 

"[The Regional Committee 1 EXPRESSES its concern at the precipitous transfer of 
a Member State from one Region of WHO to another, without prior consultation 
with the Regional Committees of the Regions concerned; and CALLS UPON the 
World Health Assembly to ensure such consultation in similar instances in future". 

3. Subsequently, during the Ninety-seventh Session of the WHO Executive Board in January 
1996, the Board recommended to the World Health Assembly (EB.97.R3) that such 
reassignments should be examined by Regional Committees concerned, and that their 
views should be conveyed to the Health Assembly for its consideration before it acts upon 
such a request. Hence the Forty-ninth World Health Assembly in May 1996 adopted a 
resolution to this effect (Resolution WHA49.6). 

4. It is our understanding that the Government of Cyprus is submitting this request to the 
Regional Committees for the Eastern Mediterranean and Europe for their views prior to 
submitting its application to the Fifty-fifth World Health Assembly in May 2002. 

5. Accordingly, the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean, during its Forty
eighth Session, is called upon to give its views on the subject so that they would be 
conveyed to the World Health Assembly for consideration, enabling it to act on the request. 

Attachments: Letter and extracts from relevant resolutions 
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You will recall the t w hen we met in Cairo in October of 2000, during the meeting 
of the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office of WHO (EMRO), I informed you that 
Cyprus was considering applying for reassignment to the European Regional Office of 
WHO (EURO) 

With this letter, I would like to formally confirm the decision of the Government of 
CYPI'us to request its l'eas8ignmont from EMRO to the Regional Office for Europe (EURO) 
of the Wol'ld Heulth Organization. In this regard, T would kindly request that the matter 
be examined by you and that all necessary actions are carried forth. 

The Government of the Republic of Cyprus would like to highlight that Cyprus' 
re888ignment to EURO i8 a natllral and appropriate consequence of the process of its 
accession to the European Union. As you are aware, we have been engaged in 
negotiations for accession more than three years. Moreover, the Cypriot government 
firmly believes that the experience gained during Cyprus' long presence in the EMRO 
office will prove a valuable flsset, and that Cyprus can be a catalyst for the strengthening 
and broadening of relations between the two regional offices. In this connection, we 
we!eome the expressed wish of EMRO for Cyprus to continue cooperating with the 
Regional Office and the member countries, 

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Cyprus, I would like to express my 
deepest appreciation for the genuine and effective cooperation that existed between the 
"egionel office and Cyprus, the prompt response to our numBrOUS requests for assistance, 
HS well as the programme of "cholar.hips, fellowships a.nd conoultancy that we were able 
t.o recoive during the yearB with your support. A.lJow me also to commend the tireless 
d'fortB tlnd efficient work carried out by the Regional Office thanks to your persona! 
dedication to upgrade further the standards of health for all the peoples of the Eastern 
Medit,erranea.n. 

Wishing you every 8UCC~"8 in your worthy CHuse and important mission, I aWli! 
myself of this opportunity to expre'8 lu you the BB"UranCes of my highest consideration. 

Dr H. Gez81ry 
n"gwnul Dlrector 
\Vorld Health Organization 
Eastern Mediterranean RegionRI Office 
WHO POBt Office 
Nas}' City 
CEll],o 11371 

l~OYPT 

Imk 

~
• I' sincerely, 

y on Matsis 
ermanent Secretary 
Ministry of He,alth 
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EXTRACTS FROM RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS 

EM/RC42/R.7 RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS OF REGIONAL INTEREST 
ADOPTED BY THE FORTY-EIGHTH WORLD HEALTH 
ASSEMBLY AND BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT ITS 
NINETY -FIFTH AND NINETY -SIXTH SESSIONS 

The Regional Committee, 

Having noted the resolutions and decisions of regional interest adopted 
by the Forty- eighth World Health Assembly and by the Executive Board at its 
ninety-fifth and ninety-sixth sessions l ; 

1. EXPRESSES its concern at the precipitous transfer of a Member State 
from one Region of WHO to another, without prior consultation with the 
Regional Committees of the Regions concerned; and CALLS UPON the 
World Health Assembly to ensure such consultation in similar instances 
in future; 

2. EXPRESSES its concern at the lack of clarity of the arrangements 
related to the joint and cosponsored United Nations programme on 
HIV / AIDS; and URGES a more balanced regional representation in the 
membership of the Programme Coordinating Board; 

3. EXPRESSES willingness to be actively involved in renewing the health
for-all strategy, and in the preparation of guidelines to help in this 
process; 

4. EMPHASIZES that any amendment to the Constitution of WHO should 
reaffirm the importance of regional structures and functions; and should 
also reaffirm the importance of technical cooperation among countries, 
this being a principal function of WHO; 

5. TAKES NOTE, without objection, of the draft provisional agendas of the 
Forty-ninth World Health Assembly and of the ninety-seventh session of 
the Executive Board. 

'Document EM/RC42/3 



EB97.R3 Reassignment of Member States to regions 

The Executive Board 

RECOMMENDS to the Forty-ninth World Health Assembly the adoption of 
the following resolution: 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Considering the need to ensure full consultation between the regions 
concerned before a decision is taken whether or not to reassign a Member State 
from one region of the World Health Organization to another, 

1. DECIDES that any request by a Member State for reassignment from one 
region to another should be examined by the regional committees 
concerned, and that their views should be conveyed to the Health 
Assembly for its consideration before it acts upon such a request; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General, when he receives a request by a 
Member State for such reassignment, to ensure implementation of the 
above provisions. 

Hbk Res., VoL ill (3rd ed.), 4.1.2 (Ninth meeting, 20 January 1996) 

WHA49.6 Reassignment of Member States to regions 

The Forty-ninth World Health Assembly, 

Considering the need to ensure full consultation between the regions 
concerned before a decision is taken whether or not to reassign a Member 
State from one region of the World Health Organization to another, 

1. DECIDES that any request by a Member State for reassignment from one 
region to another should be examined by the regional committees 
concerned, and that their views should be conveyed to the Health Assembly 
for its consideration before it acts upon such a request; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General, when he receives a request by a 
Member State for such reassignment, to ensure implementation of the 
above provisions. 

Hbk Res., Vol. ill (3rd ed.), 4.1.2 
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(Fifth plenary meeting, 23 May 1996 
Committee B, second report) 


