
WORlD HEALTH ORGANIZA liON 
RIII ... 1 omu fir U. Elltln M •• ltlrrllil. 

ORGANISA liON MONDIALE DE LA SANTE 
Barlll rillllli ~. I. Mi~ltlrrll" Irlutall 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 

Forty-eighth Session 

Agenda item 7 (c) 

EM/RC48/3-Annex 2 
June 2001 

Original: Arabic 

DESIGNATION OF MEMBER STATES FROM THE EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN REGION TO THE WHO EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The attached is a suggestion submitted by 
His Excellency Dr Faisal Radhi AI-Mousawi, Minister of Health, Bahrain 



EM/RC48/3-Annex 2 
Page 2 

Classification of the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region 

Eastern zone Central zone Western zone 

Afghanistan Djibouti Cyprus 

Bahrain Egypt Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

Islamic Republic ofIran Iraq Morocco 

Kuwait Jordan Tunisia 

Oman Lebanon 

Pakistan Somalia -

Qatar Sudan -

Saudi Arabia Syrian Arab Republic -

United Arab Emirates Yemen, Republic of -



Reference No: 11211257/2001 
Date: 3 June 200 I 

EMIRC48/3-Annex 2 

I wish to refer to the subject of the regional nominations for the membership in the 
WHO Executive Board which, as you know, incites great controversy and over which it has 
become common to express differing and divergent views. 

You may kindly recognize that the method presently used for nominating Member 
States to the membership of the WHO Executive Board lacks fairness and equity, and requires 
increased organization and coordination. 

Accordingly, and further to the deliberations recently conducted on the subject with 
other ministers in Geneva, I would like to propose a new approach that may ensure the justice 
and organization sought by all parties, and make available fair membership opportunities to 
all countries of the Region. This entails the classification of the countries of the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region into three divisions as follows: 

Eastern zone countries, central zone countries and western zone countries. 

• The attached table shows the classification of the 22 Member States of the Region under 
the above divisions. 

• As the Regional Committee, when nominations for Executive Board membership are 
required, nominates only five members, we propose that the Committee nominate two 
members from the eastern zone countries, two members from the central zone countries 
and one member from the western zone countries. 

It would be appreciated if you could kindly explore the views of all Member States of 
the Region on this proposal, or submit it to the Forty-eighth Session of the Regional 
Committee, planned to be held in Saudi Arabia, so that the participants may discuss it and 
adopt a decision thereon. In this way, we would ensure that opportunities would be made 
available to all countries, and that all parts of our Region would be represented in the WHO 
Executive Board fairly and equitably. 

Yours respectfully, 

Dr Faisal Radhi Al-Mousawi 
Minister of Health, Bahrain 


