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1. OPENING OF THE SESSION 

The CHl,IRMAN, in declaring open Sub-Committee A of the Eleventh Sessien 

of the Regional Committee and welcoming the participants, expressed appreciati.m 

to the Lebanese Government on behalf of all the Members for making it possible 

for the Committee to meet within its pleasant borders. 

The Minister of Public Health of the Lebanon was paying the Cemmittee the 

signal honour of being present at its opening meeting. Befere calling upen 

him to address the gathering, he would first extend a special welc.me to the 

Director-General of WHO, whose attendance at the session was a mark of the great 

interest he held in the eff~rts to raise health standards and improve living 

conditions in the Region. 

2. ADDRESS BY H.E. SHEIKH :PIERRE GEMilYEL, MINISTER OF PUBLIC HE/.LTH OF 
THE LEBil.N ON 

H.E. SHEIKH P. GEM1iYEL, the Minister of Public Health of the Lebanon, 

considered himself privileged to be back once more in the atmosphere (jf medicine 

for which he had been trained and from which in the past few years his onerous 

political responsibilities had tended to exclude him. 

The meeting of the Regional Committee in the Lebanon would give those tt 

whom the countr¥ ~as new an opportunity te appreciate how naturally and easily 

the Lebanon absorbed meetings of scientists and thinkers coming from all ever 

the world. Lebanese theught, he found pleasure in saying, was open to every 

corner of the Universe. Over the centuries, men of .Lebanon had penetrated 

everywhere in the world and the country's. rele in hist"ry went back to the 

earliest times. 

Ne greater honour ceuld have fallen to the Lebanon in 1961 than te see 

Professer Medawar, the son of one of its citizens who had emigrated te Brazil, 

awarded the Nobel Prize in Scienoe; that was the first time such an honour had 

fallen to the Near East, 
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At a somewhat sombre stage of the country's history dur:ing the sixteenth 

century, at a time which saw the l1enaissance flourishing in Europe, a number 

of retiring Lebanese thinkers had spent many years in preparing an Arabic 

version of Avicenna's works, which had been issued in print in Rome in 1593 

through the generosity of the Medicis. That first .book of medicine to be 

issued in Arabic was to constitute the original foundation for the regional 

health work that was to-dny the responsibility of the Regional Committee of WHO. 

The Region had already greatly benefited from that work comprising such 

matters as investigations, studies, organizatiolj of public health services fer 

infants, .mothers and schoolchildreR, and action against malaria, tu~rculosis 

and the communicable diseases. The progress made over the years had been 

phenomenal, thanks to the great efforts of WHO and the United Nations. The 

names of the Director-General and the Regional Director of WHO were constantly 

coming up in the discussions he held with his collaborators in the Ministry of 

Public Health, and stress was for ever being placed on the "family". character 

of the Organization and the friendly spirit which was always to the fore in its 

constructive meetings. 

He was. convinced that, f]lll succeSI3, would once again. crown the work of the 

Regional Committee and, as Minister of Public Health and as a colleague, that 

was his most earnest wish. 

The CHJ.IRWIN thanked the Min.j.s ter of Public Health of the Lebanon for his 

kind,words and good wishes. 

3. ELECTION OF CHJ.JRMiJ! lIND VICE-CHAIRMEN 

The CHAlRM1IN invited nominations for the office of Chairman of the Eleventh 

Session. 

Dr. EL BlTASH (,United Arab Repub;j.ic) propotled that D,r. JUlOUti, Director-

General, Ministry of Public Health of Lebanon, he appointed Chairman. 
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Dr. ABU SHAMMA (Sudan), Dr. DIBA (Iran), Dr. FAURE (France) and 

Dr. PANGS (Cyprus) supported the proposal. 

Decision I Dr. Mouti (Lebanon) was unanimously eJected Chairman. 

Dr. Mouti to<lk "the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN called for nominations for the offices of first and second 

Vice-Chairmen • 

• Dr. ABU SHAMMil. (Sudan), supperted by Dr. SHAHEEN (Iraq) and Dr. PANGS 

(Cyprus), proposed that Dr. Diba (Iran) be appeinted first Vice-Chairman. 

Decisi"n: Dr. Diba (Iran) was unanimously elected !iret" 'liC1e-Cl:.airman. 

Dr. ABU SHAMMA (Sudan), supported by Dr. NASSIF (Saudi Arabia) and 

Dr.~" ~ITASH (United Arab Republic), proposed that Dr. Shaheen (Iraq) be 

appointed second Vice-Chairman. 

Decisi'ln: Dr. Shaheen (Iraq) was unanimously elected second Vice-Chairman. 

The two Vice-Chairmen took their place at the table. 

4. ADDRESS BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE ELEVENTH SESSION 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that, after a lapse ef six yoars, Sub-C.mmittee A 

was again meeting in the Lebanon, through the invitatien and under the generrus 

patronage of the Lebanese Minister of Public Health. It was a happy c.incidence 

that he was again pJaying the same role as at the fifth sessi.n and it was 

his earnest hope that the experience he had gained in the interval w.uld make 

him more w~rthy of the confidence that had again been pJaced in him, 

The presence of the Direct~r-General of WHO made the sessi.n unique and 

he had pleasure in welcoming him on behalf of the Lebanese G.vernment. The 
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Director-General's attendance was further proof of the great interest he teok 

in the problems of the Region. 

He would take the opportunity, to') to express thanks and appreciation to 

the Regio~ Director and his colleagues for their untiring efforts to raise 

health standards in the Region. Dr. Taba had given a dynamic impetus to 

that work. 

He had great pleasure also in welcoming the Yunisters of Public Health 

of Saudi Arabia and Somalia to the meetings. It was the first time, he 

believed, that the Regional Cc~ittee had been privileged to have delegations 

headed by ministers of health. 

In welcoming all the delegations and the representatives of the Arab 

League and ef uther international organizations and agencies, he singled out 

f~r special greetings the delegations of the two yeung Republics, Cyprus and 

S('malia. Those delegations ,lQuld, he was sure, infuse the Regional C(lmmittee 

with new energy and hasten progress throughout the Region. 

The Eastern Mediterranean Region had a popuJatiun of over 200 million, 

distributed ~ong eighteen countries that covered an immense area of Asia 

and Africa. Despite their number and the fact that their geographic and 

envirenmental cQnditions differed widely, those eighteen countries still 

constituted a single entity from the standpoint of public health, because of 

health problems ccmmon to all. Smallpox, malaria, tuberculosis, trachoma, 

cancer and leprosy had all been in the past and still were important problems t" 

all those countries, which suffered alike, too, from inadequate environmental 

sanitation and nutri ti<'llal deficiencies, as well as shortage of health 

technicians. 

The greater contact and communication between nations in recent years 

resulting from advances in means of transport had increased the danger of 

spreading c~mmunicab£ diseases, so that, for example, it had become a radical 

requirement f,'r success throughout the Region that smallpox should be eradicated 
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from every individual country, either simultane~usly or in quick succession. 

Likewise, it would be a waste of money and eff8rt tc eradicate malaria frem 

a border zone ~f one country if the diseases were not at the same time ro.ted 

out from adjacent border areas. Climatic factors were, in fact, much mere 

significant in so far as viruses, bacteria, parasites or disease vectors Were 

were concerned than man-made political borders or natural barriers. 

He had accordingly been gratified to note from the Regional Director's 

report that the utmost care and attention was being deveted to developing 

regional projects designed to eliminate the major health problems common te all 

ccuntries of the Region. The Regional Director and his staff were to be 

c.ngratulated and thanked on that approach. 

The Lebanon was not satisfied merely to collaborate with other ceuntries 

in the field of public health alone; it aspired to co-operation with all 

nations in the broader spheres of culture and science. For many centuries the 

Lebanon had paved the way for scientific institutions to be established in its 

pleasant land, had opened up new fields of thought and association to scientists 

and intellectuals of every nationality and creed, and had sent men ef integrity 

and intelligence to every part 'f the world to spread enlightenment and tn add 

a new force in the =trllggle f~r freedom and pr..,sperity. It welcemed the 

delegations from friendly sister states and wished them a pleasant sojeurn in 

its Jand and complete success in their work to promo~ better health in the 

Region for the benefit of all. 

5. ADDRESS BY DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

The DIRECTOR-GE~~AL said that he was very happy to have, for the first 

time, the opportunity of attending a session of Sub-Committee A of the Regional 

Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean. His pleasure was especially great 

because the session was being held in Lebanon - a c.untry whose beauty and 

hespitality needed no emphasis. He asked Dr. Anouti, Directer-General .f the 
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Lebanese Ministry of Health, to transmit to the Government of Lebanon the 

thanks of the WorJd Health Organization for its invitation and for the suppert 

it had always given to the activities of WHO. 

Sub-Commi ttee A had a heavy ag.enda, the most important item of which was 

the pr,pp~sed !-II'";;l'""",,e a£Hi In.uig,,t estima'Ces for "uhe Eastern Nediterranean 

Region for 1963. The programme cf the Organization had been gradually expanding, 

but in 1963 the expansion would be somewhat limited in view of the necessity tc 
• 

include in the reguJar budget a further $2,000,000 to finance the malaria 

eradication programme, in conformity with the decision of the Fourteenth World 

Health Assembly. Another factor influencing the programme for 1963 was the 

necessity to help meet the health problems of the many new Members of WHO, m~st 

of whom were in the African Region. Certainly there were other sources of 

:funds within the United Nations; but governments had not requested large health 

pr~grammes from the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance and the amount 

available for health projects from the United Nations Special Fund was limited. 

As regards the malaria eradication programme, the work done in Lebanon, 

where the programme had reached the consolidation phase, was an example of what 

could be done in the Region. Also, Pakistan had recently accepted the principle 

of eradication. No complacency was possible, however, all countries had to 

make the necessary effort towa~s eradicati~n, for failure in one would jeopardize 

the chances of success in all. 

The subject ch~sen for the technical discussions was poliomyelitis. It was 

an opportune moment to discuss poliomyelitis because the discovery and producti~n 

of SaJ.k vaccine, and more recently the live virus vaccines, had opened up new 

possibilities for control of the disease. 

The Sub-Committee would also have to discuss .the nomination of the Regional 

Director. The term of office of Dr. Taba expired in 1962, so the Regional 

Committee had to make its, nomination at the R leventh Session, in time for the 

Executive Board to take a decision at its next session. 
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As regards the ~ork of the Organization as a whole, only two items called 

for special mention at the present juncture. The first was the Organization's 

eperations in the Cong~ (LeopoJdvilIe). For the past year the Organization had 

been helping the Congo to face its health preblems during a time of great 

p.litical difficulty. Although not ideal, the results had been satisfact.ry; 

the work had been difficult but' much had been accomplished and it could be said 

that WHO had met the request of the United Na tions and fulfilled its obligation 

to the Congo. 

The second was the expanded programme of medical research. That programme 

had been increasing since 1958. The development "f the programme had been sound 

and good results had been obtained. WHO had received full co-operation all over 

the world and the advances made would be of benefit t. all ceuntries. 

In conclusion, the Director-General reiterated the thanks of the Organizatisn 

to the 'Government of the Lebanon for the invitation to hold the meetings of 

Sub-Commi ttee A of the Eleventh Sessi,m of the RegionlLCommi ttee for the Eastern 

Mediterranean in that country. 

6. ADDRESS BY REGIONAL DIRECTCR 

The REGICNAL DIRECTCR had greatpleasure in greeting all the participants, 

particUlarly in such a beautiful setting. The m.untains were a refreshing and 

inspiring sight. en this cccasion they might be considered a link hetween the 

.ld and the new, for they lay between the plain, with its prosper.us evidences 

~r centuries of progress, and the ancient cedars - symbols of the culture from 

which the present-day culture had criginally sprung. He availed himself ,~f the 

cpportunity to thank the Lebanese Government for its generous hospita,lity and 

the Lebanese Minister of Public Health for his kind welcome. 

It was both interesting and gratifying to n.te the growth in the Regional 

Committee's membership since the Committee had last met in the Lebanon six years 

age. At that time, fourteen "ceuntnes had been represented; t.-day, the 
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Committee had eighteen full Mem~rs. Sudan had passed from Associate to full 

membership; Tunisia and then Kuwait had joined the Regipn and now CypI").lS and 

Somalia had. taken their places wi thin the body of Nempers. Somalia, besides 

being represented in the Regional Committee for the first time, had sent its 

}tinister of Health and Labour to head its delegation. For the first time, ~oo, 

the DirectQr-General of·WHO was attending the session and the interest betokened 

by his presence would be apprecie.ted by all. 

With. every year that passed, new vistas were opening up ~ the Region f~r 

work in the health field. The emphasis on education and tra;\ning was still, of 

ceurse, being m~ntained, so that the national needs in qualified personnel, 

both professional and auxiliary, might be filled. Fellowships to that end w,"rlj 

constantly increasing, both in number and in the subjects covered. In all, 

221 fellowships had bee~ granted during 1960, and awardg in public health 

administration, communicab:e disease control and eradication techniques had 

again been given·preference. 

It was gratifying to be able to rep~rt that planning and co-operation in 

connection with inter-country progrrumnes were progressing smoothly. Regional 

projects for the training of pr"fessional and auxiliary health workers Were in 

operation and others would soon be started. Regional or national centres f~r 

the training of personnel in techniques of malaria eradication were also in full 

operation and the bilharziasis control pilot project and training centre in the 

United Arab Republic was expected eventually to expand into a regional activity. 

Mental health, nutrition, community water supplies, virology, cancer epi-

demiology and radiation medicine figured among the matters to which more attention 

was being paid in the Region. All those subjects would come up for discussinn 

during the review of the regional programme. 

Co-operation with the United Nations and with bilateral agencies in regard t~ 

the health aspect" of community dev<llopment work, including hQusing, was 

iflereasing. 
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Exploratory work had already been started ~n the subject for the technical 

discussions in 1963 - SoJa r Radiation and its Related Heat Effect en the Human 

Organism. At the invitation of the Saudi Arabian Government, three ef the 

Regional Office staff had spent some ten days in Saudi Arabia during the pilgrimage 

season, t~ make a study of the effects of and the diseases caused by heat. He 

was glad to have the opportunitY to thank the Saudi Arabian Minister of Health, 

in person, for the assistance he and his staff had extended to that team. 

During the c .. urse of the sess~on, representatives would have the eppertuni ty 

to review the w .. rk "r the Regional Oi'fice:"ver the past twelve months and t .. 

evaluate the results obtained. Any achievements had been due to the splendid 

co-operation of the governments of the Region and of the agencies and organizations 

that were c"llaborating with the Regional Office, with a view to making t.he 

Region a healthier and more prosperous one. He looked ferward to having valuable 

advice and guidance and assured the Committee that he and every member of his 

staff would continue to do their utmost to execute their directives to the best 

of their ability. 

The meeting rose at 11.30 a.m. 


