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TECHNICAL COOPERATION AMJNG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES (TCDC) 

The Regional Office. through its regular budget programme of 
collaboration. encourages and supports Member States to carry out activities 
whereby all countries or groups of countries decide to share each other's 
resources and experiences. or to carry out integrated activities or activities 
complementary to each other. 

The most significant aspects of such technical cooperation among 
developing countries (TCDC) in the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region (EMR) 
can be demonstrated by certain activities undertaken through WHO's support in 
disease prevention and control. such as malaria and other parasitic disease 
control activities and immunization programmes. including vaccine production. 
Other important aspects are the workshops. training programmes. visiting 
scientist programmes and other intercountry meetings that provide 
opportunities to discuss different aspects of common interest in health 
promotion. disease prevention. human resource development. environmental 
health. etc. In such gatherings. agreements on basic guidel ines and main 
approaches and plans for action by different countries are discussed and 
adopted. There are. in addition. other forms of technical cooperation. such 
as the joint government/WHO programme review missions (JPRMs). specific 
programme review missions. task forces. country programme reviews. etc •• in 
which experts from developing countries participate in programme evaluations 
of other developing countries. 

TCDC. in its literal sense. means an activity planned for. organiZed. 
implemented. monitored and controlled completely by a group of developing 
countries. without any intervention by WHO or other agencies and bodies. and 
it is not yet deeply rooted among EMR Member States. However. notable examples 
of such cooperation do exist. The Arab Ministers of Health of the Gulf area 
have achieved considerable savings in their health expenditures by adopting 
common drug policies and arranging for joint bulk procurement. assembly and 
distribution of essential drugs and other medicaments. 

Other examples include the malaria (Anopheles gambiae) control 
programme between Egypt and Sudan and the border meetings between other 
groups of neighbouring countries. where common programme strategies for 
disease control are planned and their implementation later coordinated. The 
Executive Council of Arab Ministers of Health of the League of Arab States 
also promotes coordinated activities in its Member States in such areas as 
drug policies. health legislation. oral health. human resource development. 
blood transfusion 
services. etc. 

Yet another interesting example of TCDC in the Region is in the area of 
vaccine production and its use. Financed by one developing country. another 
developing country with the "know-how" is engaged in the production of measles 
vaccine. which is available to all. and which. in emergency situations. is 
provided free to needy countries. TUnisia. for instance. produces BCG vaccine 
for use by all the Maghreb countries. 

WHO collaborating centres play a significant role in extending technical 
collaboration to other Member States of the Region. For example. AIDS and HIV 
testing laboratories in Egypt. Kuwait and Pakistan participate in carrying 
out confirmatory testing for other countries at no cost; they also run 
training courses providing facilities and course material free of charge to 
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participants from other countries. The training centre for diarrhoeal disease 
control in Egypt extends Rimilar facilities. The virology collaborating 
laboratory in Kuwait participates in the investigation of polio or other 
viral diseases in the neighbouring countries (free of charge). 

Exchange of teaching/learning materials takes place constantly between 
the countries of the Region. 

The ministries of health of the non-aligned and other developing 
countries, including countries of the EI'IR, however, regularly convene 
meetings for technical cooperation during the World Health Assembly. Experts 
from such countries also meet regularly to discuss matters of technical 
cooperation and report to the ministers of health. 

Medium-term Programme on TCDC for Health for All 

The Sixth Meeting of Experts from Developing Countries and WHO Focal 
Points on TCDC for HFA was held in Zagreb, Yugoslavia, from 26 February to 
2 March 1990. The meeting was attended by participants from some of the non
aligned countries, including Cuba, Cyprus, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Viet Nam 
and Yugoslavia, the focal points from five WHO regions (with the exception of 
the Region of the Americas), and participants from WHO/HQ. The meeting was 
presided over by Dr Ivo Margan, Special Adviser to the Government of the S.R. 
of Croatia, Yugoslavia. 

A medium-term programme (MTP) on TCDC for "health for all" for the 
period 1990-1995 was discussed, amended and approved for submission to a 
Meeting of Coordinators of the non-aligned countries. The activities of the 
MTP are in compliance with WHO policies and collaborative activities of 
Member States. It was made quite clear during the discussions that the 
implementation of the MTP would be the full responsibility of the non-aligned 
and developing countries, and the main sources of financing would be their 
own national resources, supported, when necessary, by external resources. 
This MTP was put forward to the Meeting of Coordinators of the non-aligned 
countries, which convened in Brioni, Yugoslavia (immediatley following the 
meeting in Zagreb) where it was approved. 

Draft Declaration for Health as a Foundation for Development 

A draft declaration was prepared for adoption by the non-aligned 
countries. This draft declaration was discussed and amended, and was also put 
forward to the Meeting of Coordinators in Brioni. 

Initial Plan of Action for 1990-1991 

Based on the MTP, an initial plan of action for 1990-1991 was prepared. 
The plan of action indicates the main activities that will be carried out by 
different non-aligned countries, either separately or with the cooperation of 
other developing countries. The plan of action was drawn up in very general 
terms, so that flexibility in implementation could be afforded to all 
countries intending to carry out these activities. 

Two draft resolutions were proposed by the experts from the non-aligned 
countries for the World Health Assembly, one relating to the MTP and the 
other to improving TCDC. Both resolutions were incorporated in the report of 
the Brioni meeting. 
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The Fourteenth Meeting of Ministers of Health of the Non-aligned and 
Other Developing countries was held in Geneva on 8 May 1990. It transmitted 
its report to the Director-General of WHO for consideration by the Forty-third 
world Health Assembly, which, upon reviewing the report, passed resolution 
WHA43.9, whereby it requested Member States to give all possible support to 
the MTP based on TCDC, and requested countries to make optimal use of WHO 
resources for such activities. It also requested the Director-General to give 
priority to resolutions of the World Health Assembly concerning TCDC and to 
support developing countries to enhance TCDC activities using WHO resources. 


