
EM/RC35/R.9 MATERNAL AND INFANT WRTALITY IN 
THE EASTERN M E D I T ~ W W  REGION 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS AND URGENT NEED FOR CONTROL 

The Regional Committee, 

Having discussed the  document on Maternal and Infant Mortality7 and 
the socio-economic imp1 icat ions thereof; 

Noting with concern the high levels of maternal and infant deaths in 
some countries of this Region, and noting that this complex problem with 
social, economic and cultural roots, needs e holistic approach for its 
solution in which socio-economic measures should be linked with health- 
related activities; 

Recognizing the need for immediate concerted action in halting the 
alarmingly high level of maternal death during birth; 

Adopts the initiative launched by the Conference on Safe Motherhood held 
in Jordan from 24 to 26 September 1988, and 

URGES Member States to achieve the following: 

1. To alert the public to the hazards endangering maternal health, mobilize 
political determination, so as to take the necessary action to improve the 
health of women, and endeavour to reduce maternal mortality, at least by 
half, by the year 2000. 

2. To maintain adequate, firmly established public communication, so as t o  
render the public information message clear, easily comprehended and service- 
linked, and to utilize a l l  possible means of communication, including places 
of worship, schools and clubs, to boost awareness in the area of reproductive 
health and ensure adequate training in the field of means of communication. 

3.  To form a national safe motherhood committee in each country, on which 
all the sectors involved may be represented, which would endeavour to prepare 
pertinent strategies and plans, and ensure this through the issue of 
necessary legislation. 

4.  To plan, implement and follow up Regional evaluative and descriptive 
studies on the problems of maternal mortality and ante/post-natal diseases, 
through the use of unified data collecting methods, utilizing previous 
research on reproductive health to determine research priorities in urgently 
needed areas; as well as to ensure the improvement of biostatistical data 
registration systems, standardize death certificates and emphasize their 
obligatory nature and that complete pertinent information is registered 
therein; as well as to ensure the availability of adequate training in 
scientific research methods. 

5. To conduct the necessary operational research to evaluate current MCH/FP 
services, particularly in rural areas, to investigate the views and concepts 
of clients and various target groups and to expand and evaluate the range of 
beneficiaries, so as to render this range more comprehensive; as well as 
formulate the necessary plans to Improve and develop these,MCH/FP services. 

7. Document EM/RC35/Tech.Disc.l. 




