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1. In May 1968, the World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHA21.381 

which reads as follows: 

"The Twenty-first World Health Assembly, 

ORIENTALE 

Having considered the annual report of the Director of Health of the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (1967); 

Considering that the World Health Organization should continue to exert 
all possible efforts in providing effective health assistance to refugees and 
displaced persons in order to ensure their overall health protection and care; 

Recalling that the Security Council in its resolution 237 (1967) of 
14 June 1967 has called upon the Government of Israel "to cmsure the safety, 
welfare and security of the inhabitants of the areas where military oper
ations have taken place and to facilitate the return of those inhabitants 
who have fled the areaS since the outbreak of hostilities"; and 

Recalling that the General Assembly of the United Nations in its resolution 
2252 (ES-V) endorsed "the efforts of the Commissioner-General of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East to 

lWHA2L38, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, VoLl, p.533. 
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provide humanitarian assistance as far as practicable, on an emergency basis 
and as a temporary measure, to other persons in the area who are at present 
displaced and are in serious need of immediate assistance as a result of the 
recent hostilities", 

1. CALLS upon Member States to de everything possible to facilitate 
the return of displaced persons in order to ameliorate their health 
coneli tions; 

2. REQJJESTS the Director-General of the World Health Organization to 
study the health conditions amongst displaced persons in the area and 
to report to the Twenty-second World Health Assembly; and 

3. CCMMENDS the Director of Health of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East and his staff for 
their valuable assistance provided to the Refu"ees." 

2. In July 1969, the World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHA22.431, 
which is worded as follows: 

"The Twenty-second World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the Director-General's report of 17 June 1969 on health 
assistance to refugees and displaced persons, as well as the Annual Report of 
the Director of the Health Department of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA); 

ConSidering that the World Health Organization should continue its efforts 
to provide effective health assistance for refugees and displaced persons in 
order to ensure their health protection and care; 

Recalling the numerous humanitarian resolutions of the United Nations which 
called upon Israel inter alia to ensure the safety, welfare and security of the 
inhabitants of the areaS ~e military operations took place and to facilitate 
the return of those inhabitants who have fled from these areas since the out
break of hostilities; and 

Further recalling resolution WHA21.38 on health assistance to refugees 
and displaced persons, 

1. REAFFIRMS resolution WHA21.38; 

2. DEPLORES the deficiency of the health conditions in the occupied ter
ritories in the Middle East; 

3. TAKES CAREFUL NOTE of the Director-General's report and of the state
ment by the distinguished representative of UNRWA; 

lWHA22.43, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol.l, p.533. 
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4. C[JJGS UPON Member States to exert all efforts towards ensuring the 
social well-being of displaced pers:Jns, refugees and inhabitants of the 
occupied territories in the Middle East and enabling them to enjoy a 
normal standard of health; and 

5. REQUESTS the Director-General of the World Health Organization to 
take all the effective measures in his power to safe6~ard health con
ditions amongst refugees and displaced persons in the Midclle East and 
tu report thereon to the Twenty-third World Health Assembly. 11 

3. In May 1970, the World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHA23.521 , 
which provides as follows: 

"The Twenty-third World Health Assembly, 

Mindrul of the principle that the health of all peoples is fundamental 
to the attainment of peace and security; 

. I 
Having considered the Director-General s report of 1 May 1970, and the 

annual report of the Unitc~ Nations Relief and Works Ageney for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA); 

Recalling resolutions WHA21.38 and \'/HA22.43 on health assistance to 
refugees and displaced persons in the Middle East; and 

Noting with grave concern that the refusal to abide by the Fourth Geneva 
Convention of 12 August 1949 relative to the protection of civilian persons 
in time of war, as well as the refusal to apply United Nations resolutions 
regarding the refugees and displaced persons, continue to cause immense suf
ferings to the life and health of the inhabitants of th8 occupied territories 
as well as the refugees and the clisplaced persons in the Middle East, 

1. REAFFIRMS resolutions v/Hl\21.38 and WHA22.43 on health assistance 
to refugees and displaced persons; 

2. DEEMS it necessary for the protection of the life and physical and 
mental health of the refugees and displaced persons, that they be im
mediately afforded their right to return to their homes, in accordance 
with the relevant resolutions of the United Nations; 

3. CALIS UPON Israel, for the safeGuarding of the life and the physical 
and mental health of the inhabitants of the occupied territories, to abide 
by its obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949 
relative to the protection of civilian persons in time of war; 

4. EXPRESSES its appreCiation to the Director-General of WHO, the 
Director of Health of UNRWA and to the specialized and other organi
zations that provide assistance to the refugees, displaced persons and 
the inhabitants of the occupied territories in the Middle East; and 

~23.52, Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, Vol.l, p.534. 
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5. REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(a) to issue a worldwide appeal to Governments and humanitarian 
organizations to make available to the International Cammi ttee of 
the Red Cross material and human aid to the inhabitants of the 
occupied territories; 

(b) to take all other effective measures in his power to safeguard 
health conditions amongst refugees. displaced persons and the in
habitants of the occupied territories in the MidcUe East; and 

(c) to report to the Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly on the 
implementation of this resolution." 

4. In May 1971. the World Health [Issembly adopted resolution WHA24.331 • as 
follows: 

"The Twenty-fourth World Health Assembly. 

Bearing in mind that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the at
tainment of peace and security; 

Mindful of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 

RecallinG resolutions WHA21.38. vffiA22.43 and WHA23.52 on health assistance 
to refuGees and displaced persons in the Middle East; 

Havine considered the report of the Director-General and the annual report 
of the Director of Health of the United Nations Relief ane', Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNF&IA); 

Further recalling resolution 9 (XXVII) of the Uni tee, Nations Commission 
on Human RiGhts; 

Noting that the Commissioner-General of UNRWA has drawn attention that 
any further lowerinG of the already austere proviSion of health services to 
refugees under his mandate would jeopardize the health of refugees and of the 
general public with whom they live; 

Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 2672 (XXV) in which 
attention was drawn to the continuing critical financial position of UNRWA and 
the serious effects of this crisis on the health activities of UNRWA; 

NotlnG further that the reports published by competent orGanizations reveal 
that the occupying authorities bar the distribution of medicaments by the Inter
national Committee of the·Red Cross to the inhabitants of the occupied ter
ritories~ 

IWBJ,24.33. Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions. Vol.l. p.535. 
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1. REAFFIRMS that the protection of the life and physical and mental 
health of the refugees and displaced persons requires that they im
mediately be afforded to return to their homes, in accordance with the 
relevant resolutions of the United Nations; 

2. CALLS UPON Israel to abide by the Geneva Convention Relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 Au~ust 1949, which 
provides for essential safeguards for the protection of the physical and 
mental health of the inhabitants of the occupied territories; 

3. DRAWS THE ATTENTION that Israel's violations of basic human rights 
of the refugees, displaced persons and the inhabitants of the occupied 
territories constitute a serious impediment to the health of the popu
lation of the occupied territories, a matter the continuation of which 
would necessitate that the Organization should consider the application 
of Article 7 of its Constitution; 

4. CALLS UPON Israel to refrain from any interference with the activities 
of the International Committee of the Red Cross in the occupied territories; 

5. EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Director-General of the World Health 
Organization, the Director of Health of UNRWA and to the specialized and 
other organizations that provide assistance to the refugees. displaced 
persons and the inhabitants of the occupied territories in the Middle East; 
and 

6. 11EQUESTS the Director-General of the World Health Organization: 

(a) to take all effective measures in his power to safeguard health 
conditions amongst refugees, displaced persons and the inhabitants 
of the occupied territories in the Middle East; 

(b) to continue and to strengthen his co-operation with the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross to provide material and human 
aid to the population of the occupied territories; 

(c) to submit a comprehensive report to the Twenty-fifth World 
Health Assembly on the conditions of physical and mental health of 
the popUlation of the occupied territories; 

(d) to bring this resolution to the attention of all governmental 
and non-governmental organizations concerned." 

5. In May 1972, the World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHl\25.541, as 
follows: 

"The Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly, 

Bearing in mind that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the at
tainment of peace and security; 

LwHA25.54. Handbook of Resolutions and DeCisions, Vol.l. p.535. 
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Conscious of the Iundamental riGht of all human beines to physical and 
mental health, without distinction of race, religion, political belief, 
economic or social conditions; 

HavinE.; considered the report of the Director-General and the annual 
report of the Director of Health of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA); 

Disturbed by the fact that Israel not only continues to refuse to allow 
the refugees and displaced persons to roturn to their homes but continues to 
displace by force thousands of persons from their homes and shelters; 

Noting that these acts have included the demolition of a large number 
of UNRWA shelters, causing further suffering to the refugees, and aggravating 
the financial crisis of UNRWA; 

Gravely concerned about the consequence of such acts on the physical and 
mental health of the refugees, displaced persons and the inhabitants of the 
occupied territories; 

Recalling resolutions WHA21.38, WHA22.43, WHA23.52, WHA24.32, WHA24.33, 

1. REAFFIRMS that the protection of the life and physical and mental 
health of the refugees and displaced persons requires that they immedi
ately be afforded to return to their homes, in accordance with the 
relevant resolutions of the United Nations; 

2. DEPLORES Israel's repeated acts of expulsions of human beings and 
destructions of their homes and shelters, which directly affect their 
physical and mental health, and constitute grave violations of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention of 12 AUlsust 1949; 

3. DECIDES that, meanwhile, cmergency assistance to the maximum extent 
possible be given to the refugees and the displaced persons in the Middle 
East; 

4. REQUESTS the Director-General of the World Health Organization to: 

(a) intensify and expand to the largest extent possible the Organ
ization's programme of health assistance to the refugees and displaced 
persons in the Middle East; 

(b) prepare a comprehensive report on the conditions of physical and 
mental health of the population of the occupied territories to be -sub
mitted to the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly; 

(c) take all measures in his power to safeguard health condi tions 
of the populations of the occupied territories, and to report to 
the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly on the steps taken in this 
regard; 
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(d) bring this resolution to the attention of all governmental 
and non-governmental organizations concerned. including inter
national medical organizations; 

5. EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Director-General of the World 
Health Organization, the Director of Health of UNRWA, to the specialized 
aGencies and other orcanizations that provide 'assistance to the refugees. 
displaced persons and the inhabitants of the occupied territories in the 
Middle East." 

6. In May 1973. the World Health Assembly adopted the resolution WHA26.56. 
as follows: 

"The Twenty-sixth World Health AssemlJly. 
A 

Mindful of the principle that the health of all peoples is fundamental 
to the attainment of peace and security. 

ConSidering that the non.return of the Palestinian refucees and displaced 
persons to their homes is gravely affecting their phySical and mental health. 

Having considered document A26,IWp/5. 

1. REAFFIIMS that the protection of the life and physical and mental 
health of the refugees and clisplaced persons necessitates that they"im
mediately be afforded their right to return to their homes. in accordance 
with the relevant resolutions of the United Nations; 

2. CALLS UPON Israel to refrain from such practices as the destruction 
of the refugee shelters and thc dispersal of the refu.r;ces; 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to intensify and expand to the largest 
extent possible the Organization's programme of health assistance to the 
refugees and displaced persons in the Middle East. 

B 
Conscious of its responsibilities to ensure adequate health conditions for 

all peoples particularly those who suffer from exceptional circumstances such 
as military occupation. 

Having examined document 1\26/21. 

Considering that the need for gathering and verifying facts on health con
ditions of the inhabitants of the occupied territories requires a comprehensive 
field investigation and contact with all parties directly concerned. 

Bearing in mind the prinCiples enshrined in the constitution of the World 
Health Organization. 

1. DECIDES to estsblish a special committee of experts appointed by three 
Member States chosen by the fifty-second session of the Executive Board in 
consultation with the Director-General to study the health conditions of 
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the inhabitants of the occupieu. territories in the Middle East, in all 
its aspects and to submit a comprehensive report un its finc'inGs to the 
Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly; 

2. REQUESTS the Special Committee to contact all governments and insti
tutions concerned, and obtain from them all necessary and relevant inform
ation on the situation; 

3. REQUESTS the governments concerned to co-operate with the Special 
Committee and particularly to facilitate its free movement in the oc
cupied territories; 

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to provide the Special Committee with 
all faoili ties necessary for the performance of its mission. II 

7. In implementation of this resolution WHA26.56 of the World Health Assembly, 
the Executive Board adopted in its fifty-second session in June 1973 the fol
lowing resolution: EB52.R2l 

"The Executive Board, 

Considering resolution WHA26.56 on health assistance to refugees and dis
placed persons in the Middle East. 

1. DECIDES to refer to an ad hoc Committee composed of Dr Esther Ammundsen. 
Dr A. Sauter and Professor J:-Tigyi the selection of the three Member States 
to appoint members to serve on the Special Committee of Experts in accordance 
with operative paragraph 1 of part B of resolution WHA26.56; 

2. REC,lLLS its discussions on the subject of the criteria for the selection 
of the three Member States as well as the composition of the Special Com
mittee of Experts, with particular reference to the fields of specialization 
of the Experts to be appointed; 

3. flSKS the ad hoc Committee to begin by contactins those Members mentioned 
in the Executive Board's discussion and to complete the membership of the 
Special Committee of Experts as soon as possible and preferably before 
15 July 1973; 

4. REQUESTS the ad hoc Committee to report on the action taken to the 
Executive Board atit'Sfifty-third session." 

8. In the successive resolutions issued by the United Nations and the World 
Health OrGanization, the World's conscience has resented the inhuman behaviour 
of Israel towards the Palestine refugees and the inhabitants of the territories 
occupied since 1967. 

9. While the above-mentioned seven resolutions clearly manifest the interest 
taken by the World Health Organization towards providing suitable health con
ditions to the Palestine refugees and the inhabitants of the occupied territories, 
yet it is evident at the same time that Israel still refuses to respond to and 
abide by the provisions of these resolutions. 
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10. Hence, the resolution establishing an International Committee b study 
health conditions in the Arab cccupied territories was adoptee'. j)y the last 
World Health AssemblY. And the fifty-second session of the Executive Board 
was entrustecl by the World Health AssemblY with the selection of this Com
mittee's members. It was hoped that the fifty-second session of the Exe
cutive Board would finalize the formation of the International Committee. 
However, the Executive Board referred the matter to an ad hoc Committee 
composed of three of its members, and requested the ad ~c-COmmittee to 
select the three Member States, from which members to-serve on the required 
International Committee will be nominated, preferably before 15 July 1973. 

ll. Considering that the International Cormnittee due to be formed, has not 
been established as yet, while Israel at the same time continues its violations 
of human rights and the Geneva Convention relative to health conditions in the 
occupied territories; 

The delegation of the Arab Republic of Egypt attaches great importance 
to the diSCUSSion by the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean in 
its present meeting, of the subject of the health conditions of the inhabitants 
of the occupied territories, including the subject of formation of the Inter
national Committee, as resolved by the Twenty-sixth World Health Assembly, as 
well as to the adoption of such a resolution and measures as may be deemed 
suitable. 


