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The E ^ e r t Committee on Malaria, at its second session in May 1948 

emphasized the need for'planning and stimulating the production of DDT 

on a regional basis, particularly in the malarious parts of the world, 

and recommended that the question be referred, for'an:.early.and detailed 

study, to the appropriate bodies of the Economic and Social Council of the 

United Nations, 
. . ‘‘ ‘ . • , . . . . . 

' ' . • ' • • •. 

The Committee expressed the opinion that the Imposition of local 

customs duty places serious limitations on the use of DDT, and that the 

waiving of such duty would be an important step towards： stimulating the 

extension of malaria control with DDT, and, as such, also deserved the 

immediate attention of the appropriate bodies of the Economic- and Social 

Council. 

The Committee also reconanended that international standards and 
• - • . - . • 

specifications be laid doi/m for DDT technical powder and its formulations 

used in malaria controlo 。 
.• V . '-* • - ’ ‘. , • 

A memorandum was submitted by the World Health Organization to the 

Economic and Social Council at its eighth session, held in January 1949, 

on "the Availability of DDT Insecticides for Combating Malaria in Agricultural 

Areas", as a result of which the Council adopted a resolution requesting 

the Secretary-General of the United Nations to prepare, for consideration 

by the ninth session of the Council, a report on the production, distribution 

and availability of those insecticides (e.g. DDT, BHC,. etc.) which are 

valuable in the control of malaria. 

‘ • ‘ . ‘ * 

The Expert Committee on Insecticides, at its first sessioft in May 1949 

noted the resolution of the Economic and Social Council, and recommended that 

the waiving of customs duties on insecticides, solvents and equipment necessary 

for insect control campaigns be given serious consideration by the Economic 
and Social Council at its next session. 

• • • • 

The Committee laid down specifications for DDT, arid pointed out that,vith 

the exception of this p-cd'.:ct, present knowledge does'not- allow the drafting 



ЕВ5Д9 
page 2 

of specifications for insecticides. 

The Coraraittee also expressed the wish that the World Health Assembly 

recommend to all governments that the manufacturers of insecticide 

formulations label correctly the contents of their products in active 

ingredients, 
‘ ‘ • • 

On the basis of these recommendations and those of the Expert 

Committee on Malaria, the Second World Health Assembly, at its tenth 

plenary meeting on 30 June, adopted a resolution quoted hereunder: 

"The ¡Second World Health Assembly 

REQUESTS the Director-General to refer to the attention 
of the Economic and Social Council at its next session 
the serious consideration of the proposal that countries 
waive customs duties on material for insect control in 
vievr of the very important sanitaiy and economic benefits 
to be expected from their use on a large scale； and 

RECOMMENDS.to all governments that they require frora 
manufacturers of insectiçidal products the correct 
labelling of such products as regards their content in 
active ingredients. Such requirement need not, however, 
be imposed in those countries where the national autho-
• rities have developed a machinery h e r e b y insectiçidal 
products are tested for efficacy for specific purposes 
and are officially "approved" for the said purposes." 

This resolution of the Second World Health Assembly, and the report 

prepared by the United Nations on the availability of DDT insecticides 

dated 24 May 1949, were considered by the Economic and Social Council at 

its ninth session on 14 JuOy 1949, when the following resolution was adopted: 

"The Economic and Social Council, 

Having examined the report on the availability of insecticides 

valuable in the control of malaria, prepared by the Secretary-General in 

co-operation with the World Health,Organization and the Food and Agriculture 

Organization, 

Noting, that while the data required for a full report on the 

production, distribution and availability of these insecticides are still 

in process of collection, this report,contains a considerable amount of 

useful and basic information, 

Having noted the facts contained in this report, particularlyj 
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(a) That experience has shown the great economic and social 

benefits resulting from programmes of malaria control; 

(b) That the desirability of making insecticides available in 

adequate supply wherever needed, is widely recognized; 

(c) That in some countries considerable production facilities 

for the manufacture of insecticides remain unused while countriesг especially 

economically under-developed countries, where the malaria incidence is high 
and 吡ich are in greatèst need of insecticides find it difficult to import 

them in requiquired quantities because of their exchange position and also 

because prices to local consumers are relatively high due in part to tariff 

and import restrictions and in part to the substantial price difference which 

exists between basic and formulated insecticides delivered in importing 

countries; 

(d) That such investment as is now taking place in this field 

appears to be directed mainly to the establishment of facilities for the 

formulation of insecticides from imported basic substances, 
Draws the attention of Member Governments to the Secretary-Genera].' s 

report; and ” , 

Recommends that Member Governments facilitate as much as possible the 

freer flow, into the countries inhere they are needed, of insecticides, raw 

materials and equipment for their production, by measures which they deem 

appropriate with regard, to tariffs, import and export restrictions; 

Further Recommends that in view of the considerable economic 

importance of developing local sources of supply in under-developed countries 

having an appreciable incidence of malaria and 她ose exchange position is 

difficult, technical assistance be extended by the United. Nations, specialized 

agencies and Member Governments to encourage the production of basic forms of 

insecticides in those under-developed countries in #iich the necessary pre-

conditions exist for the economical development of such production, as well as 

the setting up of formulating plants and improvements of methods of application; 

Calls to the attention of Member Governments the recommendations of 

the World Health Organization regarding the correct labelling of insecticides; 

and 

Requests the Secretary-General to continue his study of the subject 

and to present a further report to a future session of the Council <,
H 
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After consideration of document EB5/19 and the resolution in 

the report of the Regional Сommittee meeting for the South-East Asia 

Region, 1 the Executive Board may wish to adopt the following 

resolutions 

The Executive Board 

NOTES the resolution of the ninth session of the Economic and 

Social Council2 and the resolution adopted by the Regional 

Committee of the World Health Organization for the South-East 

Asia Region 1 and , 

PROPOSES to the Third World Health Assembly the adoption of the 

following resolution: 

The Third World Health Assembly 

EXPRESSES its appreciation of the action taken by the Economic and 

Social Council at its ninth session, relating to the availability 

of insecticides; 

EMPHASIZES the importance of ensuring the free flow of inse,tioides 

necessary for Public Health work in countries which do not produce 

these commodities and 

REQUESTS the Director-General to bring the resolution of the 

Economic and Social Council to the attention of all Meiiber 

countries. 

EB5/11 P.6. 

¿
 Resolution reproduced in document EB5/19 


