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1. Introduction 

A meeting to launch the Eastern Mediterranean (EM) Partnership 
to Stop Tuberculosis (TB) held in Cairo, Egypt on 6–7 May 2008. The 
objectives of the meeting were to formally announce the launch of the 
regional partnership and to present, discuss and obtain consensus on the 
partnership framework, structure and composition, including selection of 
the first partnership board Chair and committee members. Participants 
included political, business and health sector representatives, civil society 
leaders and managers of national tuberculosis control programmes from 
the countries of the Region.  

The official launch of the EM Partnership was made on the 
occasion of the 14th Coordinating Board Meeting of the Global Stop TB 
Partnership in Cairo, Egypt on 6 May 2008. The launch was announced in 
the opening session of the Coordinating Board, which was presided over 
by H.E. Mrs Suzanne Mubarak, First Lady of Egypt; Dr Hussein A. 
Gezairy, WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean; Ms I. 
Koek, Chair of the Coordinating Board; and Dr M. Espinal, Executive 
Secretary of the Global Stop TB Partnership. 

In the inaugural address, Dr Gezairy noted that tuberculosis was an 
important development challenge in the Eastern Mediterranean Region 
for which there was urgent need to scale up control efforts. The EM 
Partnership would represent the commitment and goodwill of countries 
and partners in the fight against tuberculosis. Its formulation was a 
reflection of the strong regional culture of collective action and of sharing 
with those in need. 

2. Summary of discussions 

Tuberculosis is a public health emergency in the Region. Despite 
scaling up of tuberculosis care services, the disease still kills 110 000 
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people every year, and gaps in tuberculosis care are still wide. Moreover, 
tuberculosis is not always recognized as a priority, and usually only 
governments provide tuberculosis care, often with limited and 
unsustainable financial resources. During the meeting, participants 
strongly endorsed the rationale for formulating the EM Partnership, 
noting that the spirit of collective giving, which is a prominent feature of 
regional culture, has not yet been reflected in tuberculosis care.  

The participants then agreed upon the key structure of the EM 
Partnership: executive board; secretariat including special advisers; 
resource mobilization committee; working group to scale up tuberculosis 
care; and selected provisional members that would act for at least the 
coming 6 months. 

Provisional board members: Prof M. Tag El Din (Egypt, Chair); Mr 
Ejaz Raheem (Pakistan, Vice Chair); Dr F. Kakar (Afghanistan); Dr 
Abdul Rahman Al Attar (Syrian Arab Republic); Mr Zakaria Shafie 
(Egypt); Dr Khaled Zaharani (Saudi Arabia); Mr Hassan Bunnia (Iraq); 
Dr A. Seita (WHO/EMRO); Dr Hassan Sadiq (Pakistan); Dr Khaled Abu 
Rumman (Jordan); Ms Laila Eloui (Egypt). It was agreed to seek four 
more Board members from the countries of the Region, particularly from 
countries of the Maghreb as they are under-represented. 

Resource mobilization committee: Dr Juma Bilal (United Arab 
Emirates); Dr Samia Abou El Nagga (Egypt); Dr Salah Al-Awaidy 
(Oman); Ms Katya Hashem (Syrian Arab Republic); Mr Mohamed 
Bahhrieba (Saudi Arabia); Mr Maher Mamlouk (Syrian Arab Republic); 
Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry (Pakistan), Dr 
Ibrahim El Kerdany and Dr Fouad Mojallid (WHO/EMRO); Patient Help 
Fund (Kuwait); Dr Rafda Askar (Egypt). 

Working group to scale up tuberculosis care: Dr Naguiba Lotfi 
(Rotary, Egypt); Dr Hanem Zaher (civil society, Egypt); and national 
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tuberculosis programme managers from the countries of the Region. The 
meeting also endorsed the secretariat, hosted at the Stop TB Unit of the 
WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean with acting 
Executive Secretary, communication officer and administrative staff, and 
named Dr Zuhair Hallaj, Mr Ejaz Rahim and Dr Kazem Behbehani as 
Special Advisers for the Partnership. 

After the establishment of the key structure of the EM Partnership, 
the participants agreed and signed the Cairo Declaration, a statement and 
a pledge by the participants. A gala event was also held at the night of 6 
May to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of WHO and launch of the EM 
Partnership to Stop TB. 

3. Plan of action 

The key activities agreed for the EM Partnership’s next 6 months 
were as follows. 

• Market the EM Partnership to Stop TB and develop and implement 
media campaigns, including television spots.  

• Arrange visits by special advisers to selected countries to raise 
awareness and funds at the highest levels. 

• Strengthen relations with Rotary International. 
• Undertake mapping of key resources for resource mobilization. 
• Explore possibilities of fund management through WHO accounts. 
• Constitute an advocacy, communication and social mobilization 

committee and develop advocacy material. 
• Encourage and strengthen national partnerships. 
• Hold the next Board meeting in 6 months’ time. 


