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The text of the resolution adopted by the Second World Health 

Assembly in the matter of the future accommodation of the Headquarters 

Office is contained in Documents A2/110 and A2/110 Corr,l
te
 、 Previous 

documentation on the same subject will be found in documents A2/7 
» • ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

 4

 • *. . . . . . 
and its addenda 1, 2 and 3. 

As is stated in the Health Assembly
1

s resolution, the reason 

for which the Assembly decided to confer upon.the Executive Board full 

powers to take, subject to certain instructions mentioned in the 

resolution, the final decision in the name of the Assembly, was that 

attiie time of the Rome meeting "the various projects submitted had 

not yet been worked out in sufficient detail to enable a choice to 

be made among them*at that stage". 

Since then, M, Jacques Carlu, the architect consulted by the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations, has prepared an^entirely. 

new scheme, details of which will be found in the annex to the 
‘1 

present document and the plans. This scheme may^ be known as-.. 

Project F. 

Described briefly, Project F proposes : 

(1) the addition of a fifth floor to the Secretariat wing of 

the Palais des Nations. 

(2) the addition of three floors to Wing К of the Palais des 

• Nations • • .. , . . .
r
.. , 

(3) the addition of" an entirely new wijig as a .pendant to wing 

К on the opposite side of the Secretariat court-yard. 

(4) the addition of new offices within the existing building 

by the recovery of certain waste space. 

The project would provide a total of 310 rooms, a number more 

than sufficient to meet the estimated neecîs of WHO for some time to 
come 

^"Only a very limited number of copies of the plans is available• 
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t •• •‘ The architect estimates the period of construction at six months 

and the cost at Swiss francs 4,684,239^ but this amount does not include 

the architect's fees. .’ 

The new project has still to receive the approval of the Secretary-

General of the United Nations• In view of the need for a rapid 

decision the Director of the United Nations Office in Geneva has, however, 

agreed to the plans being communicated to the Swiss Government for their 

opinion, the Director-General of WHO having placed on record his opinion, 

formed after a first examination of them, that they would appear to 

satisfy two of the conditions laid down by the Health Assembly, namely 

that the future accommodation of WHO should be "in the closest possible 

proximity to the United Nations buildings in Geneva" and that they 

should enable the Secretary-General to make available to WHO "acceptable 

and adequate accommodation"• The Director-General accordingly stated 

that he would feel able to recommend that the Executive Board should 

approve the project in principle subject to final approval being given 

after the other condition mentioned in the Health Assembly's resolution 

had been complied with, namely that the terms on which such accommodation 

would be placed at the disposal of WHO must be "agreed upon in advance 

ж1 ththe Secretaiy-General of the United Nations and be completely 

acceptable to the Director-General of WHO". He added that these terms 

*would include ： 

(1) The definition of the space in the Palais des Nations as 

extended to be allocated to the services of WHOj 

(2) The period of occupancy； 

(3) The general conditions of occupancy, including financial 

arrangements； 

(4) The terms upon which the so-called "common services" are to be 

organized for the mutual benefit of the United Nations and WHO. 

The Director-General added that some form of co-operative 

partnership would appear to offer the most satisfactory 

arrangement in this matter. 

The Syrlss Government have been requested to indicate their views 

on the new project at the earliest possible moment
#
 It is hoped that 

their reply will be received before the close of the Board^s present 

session^ Even in that event, however, it would seem to be almost 

impossible for the Board to consider and reach a definite conclusion on 

the many complex points involved in this matter within the course of 

the next few days, . 

At the same time, it is extremely desirable that a decision be 



reached without delay. The final word rests with the General Assembly 

of the United.Nations and if the latter, after taking cognizance of the 

Board's views, could adopt a resolution in the early part of the General 

Assembly^ fourth session which opsns at Lake Success on 20 September 

next, building operations could start in November or December so that the 

•whole of the new structures might be completed by June or July next уеагч 

In these circumstances, the Board may think it judicious to set up 

a working party which would be requested to examine the new project and, 

if the latter is found acceptable in principle to all the parties 

concerned, to suggest the action to be taken to ensure that effect maybe 

given to the Health Assembly
!

s resolution with the least possibl ： delay
; 
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P U N FOR EXTENSION OF THE PALAIS PES NATION, GENEVA 

(PROJECT F) 

Jacques CARLIJ 
Chief Architect of the Prenoh Government 

Premier Grand Prix de Rome 

Additional Floors Plan 

The present plan consists in adding to the existing Palais des 

Nations supplementary space sufficient to provide at least 280 offices. 

These must be connected with the Palais itself, and particularly with the 

Secretariat, in euch a vray as to make it possible to accommodate any 

desired service, it being understood that It vdll be for the United Nations, 

once the work is completed, to consider the usable space as it will then 

exist and distribute it among the various departments. 

The plan may be divided into four partst 

1» Raising the entire Secretariat wing by one floor. 

2. Raising К Building, in the Ariana wingj by four floors. 

3. Erecting a K
1

 Building in the Secretariat court, symmetrically with 

К Building and having the same height, i.e. ground floor plus 5 storeys. 

4. Recovery by internal alterations of a number of offices in the 

existing Falais. 

In standard unite, i.e. in offices corresponding in area to the 

existing offices, these four items provide the following.space; 

Additional Floor, Se cretariat w i n g ， ” ” ” ” 《 . ” ” • ， . 85 

Additional Floors, К building .”“•，” •”，•” ••” •，’ 72 

New К 丨 building •• 90 

Offices recovered in the Palais by internal alterations 63 

Total 310 

This figure exceeds present requirements and will make it possible 

merely by demolishing partition walls, to provide a number of committee 

rooms, a cold storage room^ a supplies department, etc.. 
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General Considerations 

In addition to the above requirements due consideration has 

had to be given in the present plan to four essential factorss 

Aesthetics, Circulation, Building Methods and Time-Limits^ and Cost. 

Aesthetics 

The Palais as it stands falls into four sections: the Library^ 

the Assembly, the Council and the Secretariat. 

The Library and Council buildings are of the same height, while 

the Assembly building is appreciably higher. 

As against this^ the Secretariat wing, which is one floor lower, 

departs from the general plan and viewed from the lake has a lower 

outline not easily justified by purely architectural considerations• 

The difference in style between the Secretariat building and the 

Palais as a whole
P
 added to the discrepancy in height, might easily 

lead an uninformed observer to believe that the building was Greeted 

in two stages, "without a general plan. 

The additional floor projected, far from being detrimental to the 

general aesthetics of the building, will on the contrary represent a 

desirable adjunction。 By bringing the upper surface of the Palais 

into a single horizontal plane it will go some way towards destroying 

the impression at present conveyed of a Secretariat building added as 

an afterthought. 

This impression of a building erected in different stages at 

different times is still further accentuated in the Secretariat court, 

where К building, comprising merely a ground floor plus a single storey, 

constitutes a virtual annex" ； out of scale and distinctly inharmonious 

in character» Adding floors to this building cannot fail to counteract 

this unpleasant^ makeshift impression^ and will transform the building 

from an “алпех.
,?

 into a wing of the Palais, If it is given a counter-

part through the erection of a symmetrical building, the court m i l 

take on a distinct architectural significance^ both in plan and in 

elevation, and the composition of the whole will be agreeаЩу rounded off. 
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The Palais archives contain plans dating from 1930 and 1931 which 

show a symmetrical counterpart of К building; and there is every 

reason to believe that the general scheme had provided not only for 

the existence of these two buildings, but for their existence in 

complete form, i«e* on all floors, since the foundations of К 

building in the Ariane Wing are strong enough to bear the additional 

floors• 

The construction of the additional floors in the К building and 

of the new K
1

building will leave the court its 92-metre opening on 

to the Ariana, the view of which will not be obscured. 

Circulation 

This is a problem of extreme importance, particularly in view of 

the fact that the task is not the erection of a new building for an 

independent service, but the extension of the existing usable space 

and the re-distribution of tho whole. 

It is clear that the erection of an additional floor on the 

Secretariat wing raises no new circulation problem. The new offices 

thus provided will have the same means of access and intercommunication 

as those on the lower floors• Circulation will still be horizontal, 

of course, as at present, but this is a disadvantage of any building 

erected in length• Adding a fit)or will, however, make it possible 

to reduce circulation to a minimum, *which would not be the case if a 

new building were erected outside the Palais. 

In the case of К building and its symmetrical counterpart K
f

, 

intercommunication would be possible on all floors, except on the 4th 

floor of K
f

 building3 where it would be interrupted by the public 

galleries in Committee Room VII. 

To sum up, the present draft - leaving aside the possibility of 

solving the problem of extension by erecting a vertical - circulation 

building (Tower Project) - offers the simplest intercommuriiQation and 

circulation facilities^ 

Building Methods and Time Limits 

The studies already made, and an examination of the building plans
# 

show that the existing Palais can perfectly well bear the weight of the 

proposed additional storeys
#
 But in ordor to raise the safety factor, 

as well as to save time and money, various measures are called for. 
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. # 
Secretariat Wing 

The framework of the new floor will be cf metal and light in weight， 

so as to enable the work to be carried out with great speed. 

The existing terrace is m d e of one motre square ferro-concrete 

blocks resting on a waterproof surface、 When the terrace of the new 

floor is roady^ tho blocks will be re-laid on top of the now waterproof 

surf асе* A considorable saving can be effected in this way, while the 

weight on the foundations m i l not be further increased^ since the blocks 

merely change position. This prccedxiro will also obvlato tho 

inconvenience of Greeting a hcod during construction, 

К Building and Tvrln Building К! 

The framework of those buildings will also bo of metal and tho 

architecture will preservo the style of the Secrétariat courts i.e« 

natural and re-constituted stone for the base^ string-courses and window 

mouldings and s•匕one-facings* Tho terraco of К building will be treated 

in the same way as that of tho,Secretariat wing» 

The metal frame mothod of building which it is once again possible to 

employ now that European steol output has returned to a reasoruVble level, 

has various advantagess 

(a) On the basis of calculations шаг.g in the architectes offílce^ the 

whole of the framework can be rnado ready in tho workshops, and can be 

erected immediately it roachos the site, ‘ 

(b) The ercction by simply bolting the components together can be 

carried out with thc^rcatcst rapidity^ thus reducing to a minimum the 

so-called tflaying-do?/nM period. 

For this reason and through tho divisen of the whole operation into 

three separate and independent sites, it will be possible^ by working on 

them all s imult a no cu sly^ still further to rcducc the general building time 

and to hand over to tho users tho part finished first without having to 

wait for the completion of the project as a whole» 

à preliminary study， which is being worked cut in detail^ suggests 

that, as far as tho Secrotciricit wing and X building are concorned, the 

heating, plumbing, .lainago and сlectricity systems can be linked up with 

the existing ones。 Аз far as K
f

 building is concerned, its close 

proximity to the central hocting plant and the high tension cabin would 

enable it to Ъю supplied vrith a minimaia amount cf connoxions. 
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It should be pointed out that а с one re te -frame building, 

although slightly more economical from the point of view of the 

materials used, is, in the long run^ more costly than a stael-frcaned. 

building, the reason being that the former^ in comparison vdth the 

latter^ takes an extremely long time to erect. The very lengthy period 

of time spent by labour on the site and the time lost by other 

contractors in "waiting for" the masons reduces to nil or even to 

a negative amount the saving effected by the use of concrete instead 

of steel• .This consideration is all the more important in the present 

case, in view of the fact that the cost of Swiss labour is very high and 

that the steel, of French origin, will be delivered free of customs duty. 

In short, the proposed method of construction seems the most 

desirable one in the circumstances, and， if the contractors are 

sufficiently experienced to be able to кезр up the rate of work 

assigned у it is possible to envisage a time limit of six months for 

the whole operation from the comraoncenient of work on the sites to 

the handing-over of the completed Biü.ldings. 

Cost 

The present state of the plan, and lack of time do not allow a 

final estimate to be given based on very careful costing under 

separate headings• 

The estimate submitted takes, therefore^ as its basis tho cost 

per cubic metra as worked out in a study on Plan B, submitted by 

Swiss architects at the request of the Public Works Department of the 

Canton of Geneva, 

In that study^ the cost was estimated at 150 Swiss Francs per 

cubic metre and applied to a complote building, inclusive of foundations, 

all floors, and the usual installations• Conversations with tho 

Genevese architects concerned suggest that the estimated cost can 

bo regarded as too high，since, at the present time
y
 a large block 

of dwellings complete with lifts, refrigerators and a large nixmber 

of bathroom and kitchen installations is being erected in Geneva at a 

cost not exceeding 95 Swiss francs por cubic metre. 

If, then, the figure of 150 francs may be retained for the 

construction of K
f

 Building, it can clearly be reduced to 90 francs 

for К Building which has no lifts or sanitary installations and to 

100 francs for the additional floor on the Secretariat Wing» The 

estimated cost would then be as follows : 
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Secretariat: 

12^444 cu.m. at 100 frs. - 1^244,000.-

K Buildings г 

6,916 cu.m. at 90 frs. - 622,440.-

K
1

 Building: 

12,257 cu.m. at 150 frs. -

3,804,99o.-
Unforeseen expenditure 5% 190，249 

Total： 3,995>239--

Building costs 3,995^239--

Installation of telephone exchange 400,000•-

ïfeter^ heating and telephone 
connections 30,000•-

Outside amenities^ pavements, roadways 
and gardens 70,000»-

4,495,239-
Recovery by internal alterations of 

63 offices at 3^000 francs each " … 189^000*-

Grand Total 4,684,239•-

To which must be added Architects
1

 fees. 

These figures apply to a group of works сarriad out at Geneva 

by local contractors. It must be pointed out that, whoever the 

contractors may be, very considerable savings could be effected by 

bijying abroad certain supplies and materials which are cheaper there 

than in.Switzerland. The labour employed must, however， be recruited 

locally。 


