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The Second World Health Assembly resolved
(1)

that the Director-General be requested to refer to the Executive

Board the proposal that an International Health Year Book be published
and to obtain the comments of the Board on its possible form, content,
periodicity and usefulness;
(2)

that the Director-General be requested to report further on this

proposal to the Third World Health Assembly.
Under rule 5(a) of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health
Assembly, the Board is instructed, in preparing the provisional agenda “
for each regular session of the Health Assembly, to include "the annual
report of the Director-General on the work of the Organization, including a summary analysis of annual reports from Members under
Articles 61 and 62 of the Constitution".

The Board may wish to consider

the question of an International Health Year Book in relation to this
requirement.
In Circular Letter 57 (November 1948), the Director-General
sugested to national health administrations that the first of the
annual reports to be made under Article 61 of the Constitution should
consist of a concise survey of prevailing health conditions and of
action taken to improve health and progress achieved since the end of
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the war.

It was thought that subsequent annual reports should bring

up to date, and if necessary supplement, the information contained in
the initial reports.
The present position is, therefore, that:
(1) Members have been asked to provide as their first annual
reports under Article 61 of the Constitution a general survey of health
conditions during the postwar years.
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Reference was not made to reports required under Article 62 of the
Constitution, as relevant information would not be available during 1949，
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(2) In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the World Health
1

Assembly, it will be necessary to submit with the Director-General s
report for the year 1949 a summary analysis of these reports from
Members.
If an International Health Year Book were to be published, it would
presumably be based predominantly on information received from Member
States in fulfilment of their obligations under Articles 61 and 62 of
the Constitution, probably including also information received in
accordance with Articles 63，64^ and 65.
If the Board should decide that it is desirable to publish in the
form of an International Health Year Book fuller information than that
required under rule 5(a) of the Rules of Procedure of the Wqrld Health
Assembly^ the following proposal might be considered?
(1)

The initial reports received, covering general health con-

ditions in the postwar years^ might be published as a single
special volumj, or as a special series of monographs, but not
as the first volume of the International Health Year Book.
(2) The substance of succeeding reports^ together with some
selected statistical data, might be published as the International Health Year Book»
In order that the information received in annual reports from
V
Members should be received in a similar form, it would be necessary to
prepare and send annually to members a questionnaire.

Such a question-

naire y on which some preliminary work has been done, would be framed
with a view to meeting the requirements of other United Nations bodies
interested in health matters, and particularly of the Trusteeship
Council as regards non-self-governing territories.

In tha case of some

Member States^ it is possible that the information requested in the
questionnaire would already be available in published form, and in such
cases the relevant information would be extracted by the Secretariat.
If the Board should agree with this proposal^ the following draft
resolution is submitted*
Considering that the publication of an International Health Year
Book would be of value to health administrations^ health and
social workers 5 and students of international health work,
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The Executive Board
RECOMMENDS
(1)

that, in addition to the summary analysis of annual reports

from Members to Ъз submitted with the Annual Report of the
Diroctor-Genoral tinder rule 5(a) of the Rules of Procedure of
the World Health Assembly, a moro extensive account of information
containod in annual reports from Members as roquired in Articles
61 and 62 of tho Constitution be published,
(2)

that tho first of these more extensive accounts be based on

replies received from Member States to the request made by the

'

Director-General in Circular Letter 57 for a concise survey of
health conditions in tho postwar years, but that this be published
as a special volume or volumes, and not as the International
Health Year Book，
(3)

that the substance of succeeding reports, together with some

selected

statistical data, be published annually as the International

HsáL th Yoar Book；
REQUESTS
the Director-General to make provision in tho Programme and Budget
for 1951 for tho publication both of the special volume or volumos
containing initial reports from Membors and of the first volume
of the International Hjalth Year Book#

