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1. GENERAL STATEMENT 

In a letter dated 4 July, 1949, the Executive Director of UNICEF 

informed the Director-General of WHO of the adoption by the Executive 

Board of UNICEF, on 30 June, 1949, of the recommendations of its Special 

Committee on the French offer of an International Children
1

s Centre ̂  

This letter (Annex I), together with the report of the Committee, 

(E/lCEF/123, Rev. 1 )， which instructs the Special Committee of UNICEF 

to continue its,negotiations with ТОЮ, is herewith transmitted to the 

Executive Board. 

In transmitting to the Executive Board of WHO the report of the 

Special Committee of UNICEF and the letter reporting the acceptance by 

the Executive Board of UNICEF of the French offer of a children's centre 

in Paris, the Director-General recommends that WHO co-operate -with UNICEF 

in accordance with the general principles suggested by the representatives 

of the United Nations and Specialized Agencies, as set forth in the report, 

and enter into negotiations with UNICEF to the end that an agreement be 

reached to include conditions that the Board finds necessary, if Ш0 is 

to participate with UNICEF in the joint undertaking proposed. The 

Executive Board may wish to specify safeguards of a technical， financial 

and legal nature, that would,be made part of any agreement with UNICEF 

and the Government of France, 

The recommendations in the report of the Special Committee included 

acceptance by the Executive Board of UNICEF of the offer
1

 of the French 

Government of facilities for a children
r

s centre in Paris ̂  as modified 

as a result of (i) discussions held by members of a Special Committee 

of UNICEF with the UN Secretariat and several of the Specialized Agencies 

Offer submitted on 5 March 1949, and explained in document E/ICEF/IO8 
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individually; (ii) joint discussions on 20 June, 1949, between the 

Special Committee and representatives of the UN Secretariat, ILO^ FAO, 

UNESCO and WHO； and (iii) suggestions of the Director-General of WHO 

submitted by the representative of WHO at the UNICEF Executive Board 

meeting on 29 June, 1949. 
4 

2. DISCUSSION BY ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE OH CO-ORDINATION • 

Consideratioa of the proposal for an Intemaiional Children�s Centre 

was given in May 1949 by the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, 

at the instance of the Director-General of WHO, who felt that the French 

proposal involved a risk of duplication of authority and of programmes 

with respect to international work in child health• The ACC agreed that 

the proposed centre was a matter of concern to it, and that further 

consultations should be held at the technical level^ between 

representatives of the various organizations concerned^ in order to assist 

in the examination of the French proposal. These consultations were held 

on 19 June in Paris by representatives of WHO, FAO, the Secretariats of 

ILO and UNESCO, with the ON Director, of Co-ordination for Specialized 

Agencies and Economic and Social Matters, and with a member of the 

Administration of UNICEF. The Director of Co-ordination for Specialized 

Agencies of UN reported that, since the agreement between WHO and UN had 

been accepted by the Assembly and had recognised WHO as the competent 

authority in the field of health, the Secretary-General took the position 

that it was binding in the present circumstances, and that if UNICEF 

vrished to accept the offer of the French Government, it should do so only 

in close co-operation and in agreement with "WHO^ Since the concensus 

was that the establishment of a new international organization was 

unacceptable^ the group explored alternative ways of meeting the essential 

objectives of the French proposal. The representatives of WHO proposed 

that an effort be made to change the proposal from an international to a 

national centre. An additional suggestion was made that tho centre 

ôould be established as a "joint enterprise" type of undertáking, between 

UNICEF and WHO. This was reserved for further discussion. 

3. PROPOSAL' L A I D BEFORE THE JOINT MEETING OF THE S P E C H L C _ I T T E E 1 

OF UNICEF AND REPRESENTATIVES OF UN AND THE SPECIALIZED'AGENCIES 

At a meeting on 20 June, 1949, the Special Committee of UNICEF placed 

before the representatives of UN and the Specialized Agencies a proposal 

which was a modification of the proposal of 5 March, as follows í 
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"Proposal for United Nations Children^ Centre . 

"Purpose 

The Centre would be a research and training instrument for the 
use of the UNICEF, United Nations Department of Social Affairs, 
Specialized Agencies concerned with child welfare, and governments 
with the agreement of its Governing Ooramittee, 

"Immediate Programme 

The basis for much of the immediate programme is the work 
already undertaken by UNICEF. The following activities would be 
continued or inauguratedi 

(i) Training courses in child pare and <âïild development for 
physicians, nurses， social workers and administrators* 

(ii) Such laboratory research in BCG, or similar subjects related 
to children, as the WHO may desire to have carried on under 
its direction. 

(iii) Investigations in the field of child nutrition) including 
experimental demonstrations, under policies developed by and 
with the technical advice of WHO, FAO and UNICEF. 

(iv) Studies of the health, educational and social problems of 
children suffering from the effects of war, under policies 
developed by and with the technical advice of UN, UNESCO, WHO 
and UNIŒF. 

”Finance 

The Centre will be financed over a three-year period by (a) 
such allocations from UNICEF as may be decided by the Executive 
Board. It is expected that these would use a substantial part of 
the French contribution to UNICEF; (b) such other contributions 
as may bç forthcoming from the United Nations, the Specialized 
Agencies and Governments or goverrauental sources « 

"Governing Committee 

The Governing Committee should consist of the following 
representatives i " 

UNICEF 2 
Representative of France 1 
WHO 2 
FAO 1 
ILO 1 
UNESCO 1 

11

 The Committee should arrange suitable representation for any 
national institute contributing to the Centre• The UN Department 
of Social Affairs would be represented in an advisory capacity at 
meetings of the Governing Committee, and would take part in 
appropriate technical committees

é 

"The Committee should report to the Executive Board of UNICEF 
so long as UNICEF was providing the major part of the funds for the 
Institute• 

"Director and Staff 

The Director and Staff would be appointed by the Governing 
Committee

11

 • 
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2 
A series of documents

 }
 prepared by the French delegate to UNICEF, 

describing training and research projects proposed for the work of the 

children1 s centre were also submitted at this time， These showed that 

(a) The course in Social Pediatrics, as given in 1948 and 
1949 under UNICEF, would be a major activity; 

(b) The BCG Pilot Station in Paris would be continued; 

(c) A streptoínycin centro in Paris for training and research, 
would be placed at the disposal of the proposed 
int©3®ational children * s centre and "WHO; 

An Experimental Centre for the Study of Nutrition would , 
be made available to the Children t s Centre, working 
under the direction of and in agreement with the 
Specialized Agencies• The programme would include 
study of normal growth, children!s food, malnutrition, 
and problems concerning the food supplies of peoples* 

, ( e ) A programme of "Mass Information" is proposed to be 
organized under the suggestions and conducted in 
accordance with directives of UNESCO， the Specialized 
Agency of the UN for education# The subject,matter 
would include the education of expectant mothers and 
girls in secondary schools, and general education in 
everything concerning the normal child

#
 To this would 

be added the more general task of mass information, 
including press and radio, on all problems of children. 
An information centra is proposed, to which information 
on all types of questions of the health and welfare of' 
children would be supplied by the Specialized Agencies» 
Exhibitions, permanent or mobile, would be organized to 
disseminate information» 

(f) A social psychology centre for children is proposed, 
where international study of such problems as the 
intellectual development of normal and handicapped 
children, emotional development, and child delinquency, 
would be undertaken by an international group of 
investigators. It would call for a permanent Centre in 
Paris, courses of instruction for doctors, psychologists, 
teachers, magistrates, and courses of practical work in 
school�，meetings of experts, exhibits. 

The representatives of the various specialized agencies were not 

in a position to coiment on the technical problems related to the work 

of the Centre
 9
 since the material had just been submitted and would 

require study
ê 

2 
Annex I, A to F, of E/lCEF/l23# (Annexes II and III were not 

available for this meeting). Note? Only E/ICEF/123, Rev、1, is 
available for distribution to the Executive Board of WHO* 
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4. MODIFICATIONS ACCEPTED BY THE SPECIAL СОШуНТШ 

At the meeting on 20 June, the representatives of UN, with the 

agreement of the representatives of WHO and the other Specialized 

Agencies, put forward certain suggestions relating to the structure and 

organization of the Centre, if established厂 to be incorporated in the 

report of the Special Committee to the Executive Board of UNICÍF, it 

being understood that the representatives of the Agencies did not commit 

their respective organizations to them, ând that the formal acceptance 

by the competent authorities of WHO would be required before such an 

arrangement could enter into effect* These suggestions were accepted by 

the Special Committee of UNICEF and were incorporated in the report of 

the Special Committee (E/ICBF/123, page 4)• They are as follows t 

(a) While the work envisaged in the French Government>s proposal 
for a United Nations Children's Centre would be of concern 
to the United Nations and a number of Specialized Agencies, 
it would be of primary concern to the WHO, the agency 
recognized as the directing and co-ordinating authority on 
international health work. For practical reasons, 
therefore, it would seem appropriate that together with 
UNICEF, WHO should have the'responsibility for the 
management of such a Centre» 

(b) It is consequently suggested that the facilities be 
offered by the French Government to UNICEF on the 
understanding that "they would be directed by a joint ...

 r 

body constituted by UNICEF and WHO under agreement to 
be reached between them and the French Government• 
The established policies concerning the respective ‘ 
responsibilities of the two organizations would apply

# 

(c) The facilities of such a centre would be at the disposal 
of the United Nations and all Specialized Agencies 
interested in its work# The United Nations and these 

, Specialized Agencies would be represented on an Advisory 
Committee to assist in the determination of programmes 
and the supervision of the work of the Centre falling 
within their fields of interest/ The members of this 
Advisory Committee would be entitled to attend all 
meetings of the joint body referred to under (2) above, 
and would act as ex-officio members of it "when matters " 
of interest to their organizations were under discussion» 

(d) The established procedure for reporting to the Economic 
and Social Council and for ensuring coordination would 
apply» 

The representatives of the Specialized Agencies considered that 

this formulation could be recommended to their respective Organizations 

for their consideration, and stated that they would refer it accordingly 

The French representative said tha� his Government would give the 

proposal sympathetic consideration蠢 
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5# REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF UNICEF TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

OF UNICEF ‘ ^ 一 — 

The report (E/IGËF/X23, with annexes I, II, AND III) of the fecial 

Committee of UNICEF came before the Executive Board of UNICEF on 29 June. 

Full explanation of the French proposal was given by the representative 

of the French Government, including the submission of j (a) the dociunexits 

describing the proposed programme of activities for the centre (Annex I 

of report), and (b) the substance of a letter dated 27 June, 1949/^тгт 

His Excellency the Minister of Foreign Affairs, to the representative 

of France on the Executive Board of UNICEF, setting forth the specific 

financial conditions of the French offer, and notes describing the 

premises intended by the French Governmerrb for us〜by the Centre, as well 

as the technical and practical facilities to be placed at the disposal of 

the Centre (Annex II of report) • 

A third Annex to the report set forth the basis of the proposed 

allocation from the Fund for the Centre,. The proposed allocatioh to cover 

a period of three years is 1,750,000,dollar equivalents, and an estimate 

of Contenplated expenditure was made * The proposed allocation is made 

up of i 

1^250,000 dollar equivalents in French francs -

($750,000 representing the three annual grants from 
France of 75,000,000 francs each, and 

$500,000 from UNICEF in soft currencies, - mostly 
French francs, derived from the balance 
of the French contribution to UNICEF. 

$ 500,000 (hard currencies)i 
|200,000 for capital equipment (поп-recurring)； 
#300,000 for international' salaries, etc” for the 

three-year period^ 

(>• STATEMENT BY WHO REPRESENTATIVE TO UNICEF EXECUTIVE BOARD 

When comiûenting on the report of the Special Committee, the 

representative of WHO made the following points t 

(a) Any proposal for an international children‘s centre 
in which child health activities will be a part of 
the programme, or a modification of such a proposal of 
the

 ,f

 joint enterprise
11

 type, in which WHO were to 
participate, should be referred to the Executive Board 
of WHO, and to the Joint Committee on Health Policy* 
in accordance with TOO

f

s agreement with UNICEF. 

*(b) The Director-General of WHO understands (i) that the 
Special Committee of UNICES is not. now recommending a 
new international organization with ал Executive Board 
and Director^Genoral, as proposedin e/ICEF/108, but a 
Children

1

 s Centre in Paris that would be under the 
direction of a "joint body

11

 to be constituted by UNICEF 
and WHO•in agreement with the French Government, a type 
of joint enterprise between the two international 
organizations and in agreement with the French Government 
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(il) that this centre
5
 if established, would provide 

facilities for certain international activities 
on the recommendation of UN and the Specialized 
Agencies; (iii) that the plan for such a centre 
would be made by UNICEF only in cooperation and 
agreement with WHO and the French Governmentj and 
(iv) that the UN and the Specialized Agencies would 
together serve on an advisory body with the right of-
each to participate with representatives of UNICEF 
and WHO in an ex-officio capacity in the "joint body" 
proposed, whenever matters of interest to their 
organizations are imder discussion* 

îhe representative of WHO submitted on behalf of the Director-General 

•axacomniended change in the general principles laid áomi in the Special 

Coxmiüttae^в râ̂ iîrrt to govern the organización m à operations of such a 

children î s centre in Paris, if it were to be established» The 

recommendation was that the word, "management" in the last line of itera 

9a on paga 4 of the report (page 4 of this document) be deleted，and 

replaced by the words "general supervision", and that the word "directed", 

in line 3 of item 9b be replaced by the words "given general supervision"» 

To make clear what is raeant by "general supervision", it was recommended 

that the following two sentences be added to item 9a : 

"This responsibility is interpreted to mean general supervision 
of such a Centre and its programme during the period when funds 
from UNICEF and technical assistance from WHO are being made 
available. This should be accomplished by the appointment by 

1

 IGEF and WHO jointly of*a Technical Council to approve the 
appointment of the Director of the Centre^ advise currently 
and approve the programme of the Centre»" 

It was pointed out that if the changes proposed in wording in items 

9a. and 9b were made, and the addition of the two sentences to item 9a 

as stated above, the Director-General of WHO would be prepared to refer 

the proposal to the Executive Board of TOO at its meeting in July and to 

the JCHP for their consideration and approval of the policies involved 

and to recommend that WHO cooperate with UNICEF along the lines laid down» 

This procedure would be in accord with the resolutions of UNICEF and WHO 

creating the Joint Committee on Health Policy, aid with the principles 

agreed upon at the third session of the JCHP in April, 1949» îhese 

principles were developed to govern the cooperative relationship between 

the WHO and UNICEF with regard to health programmes approved by thô , 

JCHP and any new programmes that may be developed for its сonsideration
t 

Also in accordance with these principles the Director^General of WHO 

would have the responsibility of studying and approving the plans of 

operation' f or health programmes to be carried out by such a Centre which 

fall within the policies laid down by the JCHP, 
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It was finally pointed out that under the proposal set forth in \ 

the Special Committee«s report (e/ICEF/123), WHO might have to assume 

responsibilities of a, legal or financial nature, as well as technical, 

iwhich would require most careful consideration before agreement could be 

reached^ 

DECISION OF EXECUTIVE BOARD OF UNICEF . 

The Executive Board of UNICEF, on 30 June, 1949,,adopted the report 

of the Special Committee, as amended (E/ICEF/123^ Rev.l) including the 

following recommendations: 

"Recommendations> 

, The special coimnittee recoimnends to the Executive Board; 

a
#
 To accept the offer of the French Government on the 

• basis of the formulation suggested by the representative 
of the Secretary-General of the UN as amended by the 
suggestions of the Director-General of WHO, and on the 
basis of the formal proposal of the French Government 
regarding their material and financial assistance to 

• the Centre, (E/ICEF/123/ Rev.l)• 

b
#
 To instruct the Special Coimnittee to continue their 

negotiatione and arrive at a firm agreement with WHO 
.and the French Government in accordance with the 
principles laid do^vn, including equal representation 
of H!HO and UNICEF on the joint body, including, 
satisfactory arranf ements for the direction of the 
Centre and its continuation in the event of the active 
operations c/f UNICiF closing within the period of three 
years contemplate^u 

c. As a consequence of the acceptance of the French oifer, 
to consider an allocation for the work of the Centre

# 

For the consideration of the Programme Committee, an 
estimate of contenplated expenditure by the Centre is 
given in E/IGEF/123/Rev.l, Annex III). 
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4th July 1949. 

Dear Di4 Chisholm, 

French Offer of an International Children
1

s Centre 

l
f
 I have the honour to inform you that the Sxecutive 

Board of UNICEF on 30th June adopted the following recommendations 
of its Special Committee on the above subject 

"The Special Committee recommends to the Executive Board： 

a
9
 To accept the offer of the French Government on 

the basis of the formulation suggested by the 
.representative of the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations as amended by the suggestions of 
the Director-General of WHO, and on the basis of the 
formal proposal of the French Government regarding 
their material and financial assistance to the 
Centre (E/lCEF/123/Rev.I. Annex II). 

b. To instruct the Special Committee to continue their 
negotiations and arrive at a firm agreement with 
Ш0 and the French Government in accordance with 
the principles laid down, including equal represent-
ation of 1Ш0 and UNICEF on the joint body including 
satisfactory arrangements for the direction of the 
Centre and its continuation in the event of the 
active 'Operations of UNICEF closing within the period 
of three years contemplated. 

c. As a consequence of the acceptance of the Fr'ench offer, 
to consider an allocation for the w。rk of the Centre. 
For consideration of the Programme Committee an 
estimate cf contemplated expenditure by the Centre is 
given in E/lCEF/123, Rev.l, Annex III. 

2. The "formulation suggested by the representative of 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations as amended by the 
suggestions of the Director-General of the World Health Organisation", 
is given below : 

f,

The representative of the Secretary-General put forward, 
in agreement with his colleagues from the 1/ffiO and the other 
Specialised Agencies, the fullomng suggestions relating to the 
structure and organisation of the Centre, if established^ it 
being understood that they did not commit their respective 
organisations, and, in particular that formal acceptance by the 
competent authorities of the WHO would be required before such 
an arrangement could enter int一 effect 

( 

a. While the work envisaged in the French Government's 
proposal for a United Nati m s Children's Centre would 
be of concern to tho United Nations and a number of 
Specialised Agencies, it would, be of primary concern 
to the "WHO, the agency recognised as the' directing 
and co-oriinatirii；： authority on international health 
work. For practical reasons, therefore, it w )uld 
seem appropriate that together with UNICFF, WHO . 
should have the responsibility f :、'r the

 b
v.r^ral super-

vision of such a Centre. This responsibility is 
interpreted to mean general suporvision of such a 
Centre and its programme during the period v&ien 
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•when/ 
funds from UNICEF and technical assistance frum WHO are 
being made available. This should be acccjnçîlished by 
the appointment by UNICEF and MiO jointly of a Technical 
Council to approve the appointraent af the Director of 
the Centre, and to advise currently on and approve the 
programme of 1áie Centre, 

b. It is consequently su^c'«sted that the facilities be 
offered by the French Governmant to ШЯСЕР on the 
underatandinc that they would be given general super-
VISIÛN by a joint body constitute by UNICEF and 而 0 
under agreement to be reached between them and the 
French Government. The established policies concerning 
the respective responsibilities of the two organisations 
Would apply. 

c. The facilities of such a Centre would be at the disposal 
of the United Nations and all specialised agencies 
interested in its work. The United Nations and these 
Specialised Agencies would be represented on an Advisory 
Committee to assist in the determination of programmes 
and the supervision of the work of the Centre falling 
within their field of interest. The members of this 
Advisory Committee would be entitled to attend all 
meetings of the joint body referred to under (2) above, 
end would act as ex-officio members of it when matters 
of interest to their organisation were under discussion. 

d« The established procedure for reporting： to the Economic 
And Social Council and for ensuring co-ordination would 
apply." 

3> In view of the statement of your representative, Dr. Eliot, 
before the Board that you would be prepared to refer the proposal to 
the Executive Board of Ш) at its meeting in July and to the JCHP for 
their consideration and approval of the policies involved and to 
recommend that WHO co-operate with UNICEF

1

 along the lines laid down, 
I transmit to you herevdth, the docraients which were placed before 
the Board, as amended to incorporate the changes recommended by 
yourself. Additional copies for the use of the VSHO Executive Board 
are being forwarded under separate cover. 

4. Finally, I have to inform you that the Special Committee 
referred to in paragraph (b) of the Boai^^ resolution is ready to 
continue the negotiations therein referred to, and would be glad to 
hear from you vrtiat would be к time convenient for TfflO. The Special 
Committee would be ready to be in Geneva on the 12th of July. 

Sincerely yours, 

Maurice Pate, 
Executive Director. 

Dr. Brock Chisholra, 
Director-General, 
World Health Organisation, 
GENEVA 


