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.1 . REPORT OF THE EXPERT COfâITTEE ON MTERNAb' AND CHILD HEALTH (EB3/39): 
.ITEM 11 OF THE AGENDA .. 

Dr. WILLIAMS (Secretariat), in presenting the report of the Expert 

Committee on Maternal and Child Health, stressed the wide field of activity 

covered by the subject. Many international organizations were occupied 

with particular aspects of maternal and child health and it was very-

important that all efforts should be co-ordinated, in order to reap the ‘ 
• • ‘ i •‘ , ’ 

raaxlnmm benefit frpm the work done. It was part of the. committee's 

task: to try to evolve a long-term programme, starting from the measures' 
. • ‘ 

. . . . . . » 

already in force. Much useful work could be dpne in the .international 

field by collecting existing info.raation and making it available where 

needed, A great deal of modern research work had already been done, but 

it was obvious that much remained to be done, not only in hospitals and 
‘ ‘ ¡ 

laboratories, but by the study on the spot of systems and methods actually 

in.use in different countries. By carrying out research and observation 

work in the under-developed, countries, much reciprocal benefit might be . 

derived. At the present time there was a tendency- for. modern medicine to 

become a very heavy burdon on,civilized countries;‘ such studies might 

result in the 'adoption of sirrç>ler methods and procedures and in that way 

máke possible the provision of cheaper medical attention. 
\ • . • . • 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the report should be studied section by 
• 

section,' 

Section 1 was noted without observations. 

In reply to points raised by M . Gros， United Nations observer^ and 

Dr. Dowling, D r W I L L I A M S stated that the information bureau mentioned in 
* ‘ . • 

the resolution at the end of Section 2 would function within the framework 

of TOO: it-was also the intention to worî^ in co-operation with any other 

organization interested in the same field, of work. In connexion with 

the latter point, she directed M. Gros' attention to the fifth paragraph 



ЕВЗМп/5 Rev.l 
page 4 

on page 3 of the. report, 

，Section 2 was noted. 

With regard to Section 3, M.' GROS said he presumed WHO intended to 

take into account ttie services which might be rendered by UNESCO in health 

• • 
education* 

The CHAIRMAN reminded -M. Gros that there was an agreement for 
. . . . . . . 

'collaboration and assistancè between the two orgâni2àtions» 
• . • '• • • 

Sections 3, 4 and 4.1 were successively noted. 

Dr. MACKENZIE congratulated the'expert committee on the excellence of' 

the report,... 

To avoid any possible aiiibiguity, he felt it would be advisable to 

alter the word "Infants"- in clause 1 of Section 4.1.1. 

To meet Dr. Mackenzie‘з point, the CHAIRMAN suggested the substitution 

. .- ‘ 
of the word "Babies" for "Infants". 

The Board approved this suggestion. 

Dr. EVANG objected to the uso of the word "priority" in section 4.1.1. 

He felt that no absolute rule of priority between different classes of 

children should be established. Whenever there was a question of ration-

ing supplies of milk, there appeared to be a tendency to undsr-estimate 

the needs‘of school-age children. 

Dr. WILLIAMS said .the point had been carefully studied by the expert 

committee, which was of opinion that school age children were better able 

to withstand any risk involved in consuming liquid milk, and that priority 

for dried milk supplies should therefore be accorded, to babies» 
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Professor PARISOT recalled that there was an international course 

for the training of specialists in the technical fields dealt with in 

Section 4,1.2, organized by UNICEF and under the guidance of an intei»-

ñational committee. He suggested that mention should' be made of the 

existence df that course. 

ïbe Board agreed to draw attention to the very useful work bein^r 
>* • • . ' . • 

* 

done in the international social teaching courses on pediatrics. • « 

Sác-tiona 4.1.2, 4.1*3, 4.2, 4.3, 5j 5.1,' 5.2 and 5.3 were successively 
» • 

noted. 

bVé MCKENZIE directed attention to the reconaaondation in section 6 

that staff should be increased as soon as^ possible to meet various services
э 

That did not appear ,to be a matter within the purview of the expert 

committee and the resolution might have been fetter worded aa follows I 

,f

Recommends that arrangements bç made as soon as possible # •.
ft 

The Bo^rd approved the suggestion• 

bt
9
 MACKENZIE, in view of the T a c t that most of the work contemplated 

under Section 6•丄 was likely to be carried out in countries where there 

were no public-health administrations, suggested that it would be advisable 

for the words "or are prepared to set up" to be inserted after the word 

"have" in the last 丄ine of clause (2). 

The Board approved the suggestion. 

In reply to a point raised by Sir Arcot MUDALIAR, with regard to 

Section 6,3i Dr. WILLIAMS agreed that it would be impossible to undertake 

elaborate research wor^ within the maternal and child health section of 

"WHO. The section
J

 s main task would be to co-ordinate the work of 

research and investigation undertaken elsewhere and to disseminate 

information thereon. 
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On the other hand, there might be specific projects in which the section 

could take a more active part, given the funds and personnel. 
w 

Sir Arcot _ A L I A R expressed his satisfaction with Dr. Williams
1 

explanation and said he was not disputing the Organization'
1

 s right to 

undertake research work. It was obvious, howeviri that research of 

the nature indicated in some of the sub-clauses could not t ake place 

at УШО headquarters :七he stimulus would be giv®p by. ths Organization 

and the actual research work spread оуэг a. ̂ vid г area. 

M

*
 G R 0 S

 (Observer, United Nations) suggested that the substitution of 

the word "stimulate" for the word "сю-oidinata» in tho last line of page 10 

would better express the intention of tho committee. 
» 〜 . 

In connexion with section 6.4, Sir Arcot MDALlAR emphasized 

the.desirability of disseminating information on maternal and child 

health in rural areas to governments interested. 

WILLIAMS said that that was -one of the first tasks which 

the expert committee contemplated for the proposed information bureau. 

In her opinion, the subject was of particular impcrtance and might even• 

warrant the establishment of an expert committee. 

In reply to points raised in regard to section 6.5, Dr. WILLIAMS 

said she understood that ths expart committee had the ri^ht to make 

recommendations to the Joint Committee on Health Policy UbîICEF/лНО. 

A

 survey was being carried out by the United Nations in connexion with 

handicapped children but the results of that survey wera not so far 

available. 
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In reply to a query regarding the financial implications of the 

programóle, envisaged in section 7, Dr. WILLIAMS stated that those were 

set out' in full in the proposed programme and budget estimates for 

1950 (ЕВЗ/37)• As it wôuld b¿ impossible, however, to Carry out the 
• ‘ 

programme if a start was not máde before 1' January 1950 with the estab-

lishment of the department contemplated, it was suggested that, as 

the work was to be done in co-operation with UNICEF, the Director-

General might be authorized to allocate funds for the extra staff 
» . ' « ‘ 

needed .from the money handed over by ÜNRHA. A sum of |>33,000 would, 

be required to provide for the extra staff contemplated for the last 

six months of 1949• • 

• “ • • ' , 
ThQ DIRECTOR-GSÎEIUL stated that the sum mentioned was available 

in the UNRRA fund: if allocated, it would enable a start to bo made on 

the programme in 1^49. 

. The Board suggested that the WHO members of the Joint Comnittee 

on Health Policy ÚNICEF/¿ÍHO should try to obtain approval of a programme 

involving necessary additions to the maternal and child health section 

of the 'Secretariat during 1949. 

.Dr. MACKENZIE, - in regard to section 8, suggested that the "sub-

'stantial expansion"、envisaged in 1950 of the 1-949. programme on maternal 

and child, health should be qualified by the words, "in the light of 

budget p o s s i b i l i t i e s I t should be made perfectly clear that any ex-

pansion would depend upon the budgetary provision 'available. 

It жаз agreed that Dr. Mackenzie's coiament should bo included in 

the Board's observations on the report. 

• In reply to a point raised by Dr. Mackenzie regarding section 9.1, 

the CHAIRMAN noted that WHO itself was not contemplating the possibility 

of making funds available tjo enable individuals to attend conferences. 



EB3Ain/5 Rev
0
l 

page 8 

Mr. GOUDSMIT (alternate to Dr
A
 van den Berg) suggested that 

the "word "compulsory" in section 9»2 would be better omitted
# 

Objections on grounds of religion and the liberty of the 

individual might be raised to the introduction of compulsory 

iramunizatioru 

Er。MACKENZIE supported Mr.: Goudsmit
 !

s view
t
 The enforce-

ment of compulsory iimnunization iwould be difficult
 a 

The CHAIRMAN and Dr, EVANG were in favour of advocating 

compulsory immunization。 D14 EVang felt that the Organization 

should thus give encouragement to public-health administrations• 

The CHAIRMAN observed that a document dealing m t h the 

matter was now being circulated^ and suggested that the subject 

be again taken up after its perusal„ 

Sir Arcot MÜDALIAR thought 

section 9#3 should be deleted。 

illiterate personnel was, in his 

Governments would be inclined to 

it desirable that clause (6) of 

To advocate the training cf 

opinion, a retrograde step, 

take advantage of such a clause 

to make.use of a cheap form of labour, and the development of the 

training of personnel on modern lines would be retarded， 

Dr» WILLIAMS was of opinion that useful service under 

supervision might be rendered by such personnel, if given some 

training, especially in places -vdiere literate people were not 

available• 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL felt it was.important to keep in mind 

that the programmes suggested had to provide for appropriate 

action at eve'ry stage of social development, Therefore in 
. • • ' . . 

cases -where no other personnel were available, illiterate persons 
• • • ' • . 

.. , . . ‘ • • , 
would have to be used, • 

； • 

；: Dr, de PAUJA SOUZA agreed with the Director-General's., obser-

vations, m à cited the experience gained in the tropical areas of 

America with local Biidwives, Those mid.vd.ves were very often 

illiterate persons, and it was not possible to give them.any general 

training. Under the circumstances efforts had perforce' to be 

confined to improving their methods with a view to reducing infant 
• ‘ » , • 

mortality, iflhich "was,, after all, the essential thing. He was 
• • . _ 

therefore, in favo.ur. of retaining clause (6) • He also suggested 

that the reference to indigenous personnel should be deleted; it 

i/vas unnecessaiy to make distinctions of that kind. 
• < • . 

Dr. D0V/LÍNG #iolehearted3y agreed with Sir Arcot Mudaliar's 

views. He would only agree to the retention of the clause if it 
' ' ' ' • • ‘ ‘ . 

were qualified and amplified• 
« * • • 

The Board approved the following aubstitute text for.clause. (6) 

. .. .. • ' i . , ' . 

•； ‘.. •
 r

 . ‘ . • '•• •‘ : '•‘ . . . ‘ 

Advice and assistance in training and‘employment 
of relatively mediae a ted and even illiterate personnel； 
油ere literate personnel cannot be made available

f
 and 

provided there is effective‘supervision of that 
•.. practice• , 

‘ • • . - . . 

On the proposal of Dr, MACKENZIE, it was agreed that the 
• . . *• 

recoramendationДп section 9»'4 would be imjproVed if clause (5) of 
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the recommendation became clause (1), with the addition of the words 

"and discuss how far WHO can help". 

With regard to section 9.5, Dr. de PAULA. SOUZA felt that the 

report should lay greater stress on the part to be played by regional 

organizations in connexion with maternal and child-health in under-

developed countries. 

Discussing demonstrations of an integrated maternal and child-health 

service operating out of a hospital, he suggested that action should 

start from existing condiiàûns, a hospital was not an indispensable 

prerequisite, and very few existed in the less developed countries. It 

might, however, be advisable to direct attention to the whole question of 

hospitals, which were an essential factor in the general raising of 

standards of health. For hospitals, it was essential to achieve the 

minimum conditions of a comfortable bed and necessary nursing and medical 

attendance, which should be the leit-motif of all recommendations in such 

matters. 

The Board approved those principles of action. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said it should be understood that all activities 

envisaged would be carried out through the regional organizations. 

Dr. BRÜTEL de la RIVIERE (alternate to Dr. van den Berg) was of the 

opinion that an expert in obstetrics need not necessarily be a professor. 

The Board approved this view. 

Dr. YUNG suggested the desirability of including an all-round 

public-health administrator in the expert committee. 

The CHâlRMâN noted that one of the members of the initial committee 

was a public-health administrator. 

Dr. MACKENZIE considered that the increase in membership of the 

Committee on Maternal and Child Health recommended in section 10 could be 
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accomplished under Regulation 14 of the Rules of Procedure for Expert 

Committees, which provided for the co-opting of additional experts where 

necessary. There was also the possibility of setting up a panel of 

corresponding members under Regulation 15. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that great difficulty had been experienced 

in connexion with the qiestion of co-opting members to expert corarnittees. 

for which procedure no budgetary provision had been made. 

Dr. EVANG, supported by Dr. Mackenzie, recalled that the question of 

membership of expert committoes had been carefully studied at the H
G
alth 

Assembly. A principio would be established if membership of the Committee 

on Maternal and Child Health were increased to twelve. He formally moved 

that the recommendation to increase membership should not be accepted. 

Dr. EVANG
1

 s proposal was approved. 

2. •TRANSPORTATION OF CORPSES - PAPER SUBMITTED BY DR. VÁN DEN BERG 

(EB3/49)i ITEM 18 OF THE AGENDA 

Dr. van den BERG said ho had very little to add to his note, which 

was self-explanatory. He had recently learned that many more countries 

had been interested in the convention than would appear from the number of 

ratifications, and it was of the utmost importance that all questions 

connected with the problem should be brought before WHO. He directed 

attention to the word "regulations" appearing twice on page 2, which he 

felt should be changed to "terms" since "regulations" was a technical 

expression in WHO documentation. 

Dr. BIRAUD, Director, Division of Epidemiology‘，suggested that it 

was unnecessary to establish a special expert commit
+

.cQ for the purpose 

of considering whether the terms of the existing convention should be 

modified. The Committee on Epidemiology and Quarantine had aireафт been 

instructed by the Health Assembly to establish WHO regulations on the 

basis of the existing Sanitary Conventions; it might well prepare a 

chapter on the transportation of corpses to be incorporated in the new 

international sanitary regulations. If necessary, the conraitteo could 
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co-opt a certain number of experts competent in the matter to prepare the 

chapter. 

Dr. YUNG and Mr. GALDERWOOD (adviser to Dr。 Hyde) supported that 

view. 

Dr. MACKENZIE agreed with Dr. Biraud that the point might be covered 

in the section of the now sanitary regulations dealing with goods and 

material in transport in relation to the danger of the spread of diseases. 

Decision: To refer the matter to the Committee on Epidemiology and 
‘ and Quarantine for consideration. 

3. JOINT OIHP/WHO PROGM»íESs REPORT ON PROGRAM® Ш ) ÁLLOÍMENTS 
THEREFOR IN CONNEXION WITH EPIDMIOLOGICAL STUDIES (EB3/57): ITEM 

19 OF THE AGENDA , 

Decision: To defer discussion of the question for consideration in 
connexion with the. report of the Committee on Epidemio-
logy and Quarantine. — 

SUffiiuRY OF INFOBîaTIÛF GÛXXSCTED'WITH REGARD TO THE PROBLEM^OFJEJEL. 

4
EB5/21-,tmd ¿idd»lj 5 ITEM 20 OF THE AGENDA 

Decision? To placo the question on the .agenda of the Regional 

Organization for the Eastern Mediterranean Area, with a 
strong recommendation that the problem be referred to 

• the Expert Committee on Venereal Diseases. 

5. INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS AND WHO (SB3/41)g ITEM 24 OF 
THE AGENDA 

Decision: To postpone consideration of the question until a later 
meeting of the Board. 

6, ESTABLISHMENT OF ÏÏIE REGIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEEN ARELi (EB3/55)s ITEM 29.4 Oí THE AGENDA 

Dr. Evang took the Chair. 

It was pointed out that the words "the Secretary-General of the'
;i 
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should be inserted before "UN" in the last line on page 1 of 

document ЕВЗ/55. 

In reply to questions by Dr. Stampar, Mr. GOODMAN said that . 

Transbordan had been invited but had not attended the meeting, and 

the DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that Lebanon was a full Member of WHO. 

,• • . . . 

'Dr. KOZUSZNIK, having asked that diiscussion on the matter be post-

poned for the time being, the CHAIRMAN said he understood the reason 

for that proposal was that the name of a certain countly did not 

appear in the document. 

Dr. HYDE and Sir Arcot. MUDALIAR did not feel that the absence of 

ап

У one country from the•session of the Regional Committee was 

sufficient reason to postpone discussion of the report. 

Dr. DOWLIWG suggested, that although there was no valid reason for 

•postponement. Dr. Ko
z
usznik's proposal should- be accepted out of courtesy. 

A vote by show of hands was taken in favour of postponement of 

the matter until the following afternoon. 

Decision：, Dr. Kozusznik's proposal was adopted by ten votes 

in favour. 

The meeting.rose at 6.30 p.m. 
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.1 REPORT OF THE EXPERT COfcíITTEE ON ШЛШКЬ AND CHILD HEALTH (SB3/3.9) i 
ITEM 11 OF THE AGENDA 

Dr. ¥1ЬЫАШ (Secretariat). in presenting the report of the Expert 

Committee on Maternal and Child Healthy stressed the wide field of activity 

covered by the subjects Many international organisations were occupied 

with particular aspects of maternal and child health and it was very 

in^ortant that all efforts should be co-ordinated, in order to reap the 

maxiram benefit from the work done. It was part of the coamittse！s 

task to try to егбГ/е a long-term programme, starting from the measures 

already in force. Much useful work could be done in the international 

field by collecting existing information and making it available where 

needed, A great deal of modern research work had already been done, but 

it was obvious that much remained to be done， not only in hospitals and. 

laboratoriesj but by the study on the spot of systems and methods actually 

in use in different countries. By carrying out research and observation 

work in the under-developed countries^ much reciprocal benefit might be 

derived‘ At the present time there was a tendency for modern medicine to 

become a very heavy burden on civilized countries; such studies might 

result in the adoption of simpler methods and procedures and in that wa,y 

make possible the provision of cheaper medical attention. 

• > • • 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the report should be studied section by 

section. 

Section 1 was noted without observations, 

•In reply to points raised by M. Gros》 United. Nations observer, and 

Dr. Dowling, Dr. WILLIAMS stated that the information bureau mentioned in 

the resolution at the end of Section 2 would function within the framework 

of WHO: it was also the intention to work in ca-opcraticn with any other 

organization interested in the same field, of work。 In connexion with 

the latter point, she directed M. Gros' attention to the .fifth paragraph 



on page 3 of the reports 

Section 2 was noted。 

With regard to Section 3, M. GROS said he presumed WHO intended to 

take into account the services which might be rendered by UNESCO in health 

education. 

The CHAIRMAN reminded M, Gros that there was an agreement for 

collaboration and assistance between the two organizations. 

Sections 4 and 4Д were successively noted. 

Dr。 MACKENZIE congratulated the expert committee on the excellence of 

the report. 

To avoid any possible ambiguity， he felt it would be advisable to 

alter the word "Infants" in clause 1 of Section 4.1.1. 

To meet Dr* Mackenzie
?

s pointy the CHAIRMAN suggested the substitution 

of the word "Babies" for "Infants". 

The Board approved this suggestion
e 

Dr. EVANG objected to the use of the word "priority" in section 4.1.1. 

He felt that no absolute rule of priority between different classes of 

children should be established. Whenever there was a question of ration-

ing supplies of milk, there appeared to be a tendency to under-estimate 

the needs of school-age children, 

WILLIAMS said the point had been carefully studied by the expert 

committee^ which was of opinion that school age children were better able 

to withstand any risk involved in consuming liquid milk, and that priority 

for dried milk supplies should therefore be accorded to babies
é 



Professor PARISOT recalled that there was an international course 

for the training of specialists in the technical fields dealt with in 

section 4.1»2
f
 organized by UNICEF and under the guidance of an inter-

national committee。 He suggested that mention should be made of the 

existence of that course. 

The Board agreed to draw attention to the very useful work being 

done in the international social teaching courses on pediatrics. 

Sections 4.1.2, 4山 3 > 4.3, 5, 5.1, 5.2 and 5»3 were successively 

noted# 

Dr. MACKENZIE directed attention to the recommendation in section 6 

that staff should be increased as soon as possible to meet various services» 

That did not appear to be a matter within the purview of the expert 

coimnittee and the resolution might have been better worded as follows i 

"Recommends that arrangements be made as soon as possible». 

îhe Board approved the suggestion. 

Dr. MACKENZIE, in view of the fact that most of the work contemplated 

under Section 6Д was likely t^ be carried out in countries where there 

were no public-health administrations, suggested that it would be advisable 

for the words "or are prepared to set Up" to be inserted after the word 

"have" in the last line of clause (2)• 

The Board approved the suggestion. 

In reply to a point raised by Sir Arcot MUDALIAR, with regard to 

Section 6,3, Dr. WILLIAMS agreed that it would be impossible to undertake 

elaborate research wor
1

, within the maternal and child health section of 

WHO. The section
!

s main task would be to co-ordinate the work of 

research and investigation undertaken elsenwhere and to dissemixiate 

information thereon• 
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On the other hand, there m ^ h t be specific projects in which the section 

could take a more active part, given the funds and personnel. 

Sir Arcot MUDALIAR expressed his satisfaction with Dr. Williams
! 

explanation and said he was not disputing the Organization
1

s right to 

undertake research work. It was obvious, however, that research of 

the nature indicated in some of the sub-clauses could not t ake place 

at WHO headquarters: the stimulus would be given by the Organization 

and the actual research work spread ovar a 'vid^ area. 

M. GROS suggested that the substitution of the word "stimulate" 

for the word "co-ordinate" in the l^st line of oage 10 would better 

express the intention of the ccmmittee* 

. I n connexion with section 6.4, Sir Arcot MUDALIAR emphasized 

the desirability of disseminating information on maternal and child 

health in rural areas to governments interested. 

Dr. WILLIAMS said that that was one оГ the first tasks which 

the expert committee contemplated for the proposed information bureau. 

In her opinion, the subject was of particular impcrtance and might even 

warrant the establishmant of an expert committee. 

In reply to points raised in regard to section 6.5, Dr. WILLIAMS 

said she understood that ths expert committee had tha right to make 

recommendations to the Joint Committee on Health Policy UNICEF/йНО. 

A survey was being carried out by the United 'Mations in connexion with 

handicapped children but the results of that survey wera not so far 

available. 
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In reply to a query regarding the financial implications of the 

programme envisaged in section 7, Dr. V/ILLIA1ÍS stated that those were 

set out in. ful.l in the proposed prograiiune and budget estimates for 

1950 (EB3/37)., As it would be impossible, however, to carry out the 

programme if a, start was not made before 1 January 1950 with the estab— 
• • ‘ - . • • « * • 

lishment of the department coatemplated, it was suggested that, as 
• ‘ . * . • - • 

the work was to be done in co-operation with UNICEF, the Director-

General might be authorized to allocate funds for tha extra staff 

needed‘from the money handed over by UNRRA. ‘ A sum of ^33,000 would 

be required to provide for tho extra staff contemplated for the last 

six months of 1949. 

Ths DIRECTOR-ü£NEIUL stated that 'the sura mentioned was available 

in the UNREÂ îund: if allocated, it would.enable a start to be made on 

the programme in 1949. 

• The Board suggested that the WHO members of the Joint Co.nmittee 

on Health Policy UNICEF ДЛЮ should try to obtain approval of a programme 

involving necessary additions to the maternal and child health section 

of the Secretariat during 1949. 

Dr. MACKENZIE, in regard to section 8, suggested that the "sub-

stantial expansion" envisaged in 1950 of tho 1949 programme on maternal 

and child health should be qualified by the words, "in the light of 

budget possibilities „" It should be made perfectly clear that any ex-

pansion would deperid upon the budgetary* provision available. 

'. •‘ ； . . . . - ‘ 

It was agreed that Dr, Mackenzie's conment should be included in 
' • . - . . • . . . . 

the Board's observations on the report. 

In reply to a point raised by Dr. Mackenzie regarding section 9Д, 

the CHAIRMAN noted that WHO itself was not contemplating the possibility 

of making funds available to enable individuals to attend conferences。 



• . . • ‘ . ‘ . 

Mr. GOUDSMIT (alternate to Dr感 van den Berg) suggested that 

the Tword "çompulsory" in section 9.2 would be better omitted, 

Objections on grounds of religion and the liberty of the 

individual rai^t'be raised to the introduction of compulsory 

immunization, 

‘.Dr
0
 MACKENZIE supported Mr. Goudsmit

f

 s view. The enforce-

.•• • •• 
ment of compulsory immunization would be difficult. 

The CHAIRMAN and Dr« EVANG were in favour of advocating 

compulsory immunization
0
 D14 Evang felt that the Organization 

should thus give encouragement to public-health administrations
e 

The CHAIRMAN observed that a document dealing m t h the 

matter was now being circulated,: and suggested that the subject 

be again：taken up after its perusal4 

Sir Arcot MUDALIAR thought it desirable that clause (6) of 

Section 9#3 should be deleted. To advocate the training of 

illiterate personnel was, in his opinion, a retrograde step» 

Governments would be inclined to take advantage of such a clause 

to make use of a cheap form of labo\rr, and the development of the 

training of -personnel on modern lines would be retarded• 

• • "‘ • • • 

Dr
9
 WILLIAMS .was ôf opinion that useful service under 

supervision might be rendered by such personnel, if given some 

training, especially; in places ndiere literate, people were not 

available • .、）.'• 



ïïie DIRECTOR-GENERAL felt it was important to keep in mind 

tiiat the programmes suggested had to provide for appropriate 

action at every stage of social development. Therefore in 

cases inhere no other personnel were available, illiterate persons 

would have to be used, 

Dr
e
 de Щ11А SOUZA agreed with the Director-General

!

s obser-

vations^ and cited the experience gained in the tropical areas of 

America with local midwives
e
 Those midwives were very often 

illiterate persons and it was not possible to give them any general 

training
0
 Under the circumstances efforts had perforce to be 

confined to improving their methods with a view to reducing infant 

mortal!ty
5
 vshich was, after all, the essential thing

P
 He was 

üierefore in favour of retaining clause (6), He also suggested 

that the reference to indigenous personnel should be deleted: it 

vas unnecessary to make distinctions of that kind. 

Dr, D01LING T^ioleheartedly agreed with Sir Arcot Mudaliar^ 

views。 He would only agree to the retention of the clause if it 

were qualified and amplified» 

The Board approved the following substitute text for clause (6): 

Advice and assistance in training and employment 
of relativeДу uneducated and even illiterate personnel^ 
тлйеге literate personnel cannot be made available, and 
provided there is effective supervision of that . 
practice

a 

On the proposal of Dr. MACKENZIE., it was agreed that the ' 

recommendation in section 9.-4 would be improved if clause (5) of 



the recommendation became clause (1)， with the addition of the 

words "and discuss how far 1H0 can help". 

With regard to section 9»5, Dr, de PAULA SOUZA felt that 

the report should Дяу greater stress on the part to be played by 

regional organizations in connexion rnth maternal and child-he alth 

in under-developed countries, 

Discussing demonstrations of an integrated maternal and diild” 

health service operating out of a hospital夕 he suggested that action 

should start from existing conditions; a hospital was not an 

indispensable prerequisite, and very few existed in the less 

developed countries• It mig^t， however, be advisable to direct 

attention to the váiole question of hospitals, "v̂ iich were an essential 

factor in the general raising of standards cf health. For hospitals, 

it was essential to achieve the minimum conditions of a comfortable 

bed and necessary nursing and medical attendance夕 lAiiich should be the 

leit-motif cf all recommendations in such matters 

The Board approved these principles of action
e 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said it should be understood that all 

activities envisaged would be carried cut through the regional 

organizations» 

Dr
0
 MACKENZIE considered that the increase in membership of the 

Committee on Maternal and Child Health reccmmended in section 10 could 

be accomplished under Regulation 14 of the Rules cf Procedure for 

Expert Committees^ -which provided for the co-opting of additional 

experts vdiere necessary, There was also the possibility cf setting 

up a panel of corresponding members under Regulation 15, 

Kie DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that great difficulty had been 

experienced in connexion with the question of co-opting members to 

expert committees, for Tiiiich procedure no budgetary provision had 

been made» 
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Dr. EVANG, supported by Dr. Mackenzie, recalled that the question 

of membership of e ^ e r t committees had been carefully studied at the 

Health Assembly. A principle would be established if membership of 

the Committee on Maternal and Child Health were increased to twelve. 

He formally moved that the recommendation to increase membership 

should not be accepted. 

Dr. EVANG
1

 s proposal was approved. 

Dr. BRUTEL de la RIVIERE (alternate to Dr. van den Berç).was 

of the opinion that an expert in obstetrics need not necessarily 

be a professor. 

The Board approved this view. 

2. mANSPORTATION OF OOHPSES - PAPER SUBMITTED BY DR.‘VAN DEN BERG 
(EB3/49)î ITEM 18 OF THE AGENDA 

Dr. van den BERG said he had very.little to add to his note, 

which was self-explanatory. He had recently learned that иапу more 

countries had been interested in the convention than would appear from 

the number of ratifications, and it was of the utmost importance 
. , . • . - , • • . . . . . . . -

that all questions connected with the problem should be brought before 

1HQ. He directed attention to the word "regulations" appearing 

twice on page 2, which he felt should be changed to "terms!' since . 

"regulations" was a technical expression in WHO documentation. 

Dr- BIRAUD, Director, Division of Epidemiology, sup-gested that 

it was unnecessary to establish an expert committee for the purpose 

of considering whether the terras of the existing convention should ‘ 

be modified. The Committee on Epidemiology and Quarantine might 

well prepare, on the basis of the 1938 Quarantine Convention, a 

chapter to be incorporated into the new international sanitary 



regulations. If necessary, a certain number of experts competent in 

the matter could be co-opted. 

Dr. YUNG and Mr. CALDiRWOOD (adviser to Dr. Hyde) supported 

that view. 

Dr. MACKENZIE agreed with Dr. Biraud that the point might be. 

covered in the section of -üie new sanitary regulations dealing with 

goods and material in transport in relation to the danger of the 

spread of diseases. 

Decisions To refer the matter to the Committee on Epidemiology 
and Quarantine for consideration. 

3. JOINT OIHP/raO PROGRAMMES: REPORT ON РЮЖАШЕ AND ALLOTMENTS 
THEREFOR IN CONNEXION WITH EPIDEMIOLOGICAL STUDIES (EB3/57): ITEM 
19 OF THE AGENDA 

Decision; To defer discussion of the question for consideration 
in connexion with the report of the Committee on 
Epidemiology and Quarantine. 

SUMMARY OF INFORMATION COLLECTED WITH REGARD TO THE PROBLEM OF BEJEL 
(EB3/21 and Add.l): ITEM 20 OF THE AGENDA 

Decision: To place the question on the agenda of the Regional 
Organization for the Eastern Mediterranean Area, 
with a strong recommendation that the problem be 
referred to the Expert Committee on Venereal Diseases. 

5. INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS AND WHO (ЕВЗ/41)? ITEM 24 OF 
THE AGENDA. 

Decision? To postpone consideration of the question until a 
later meeting of the Board. 

6. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE REGIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN AREA (EB3/55): ITEM 29.4 OF THE AGENDA 

Dr. Eyang took the Chair. 

It was pointed out that the words "the Secretary-General of the" 



should be inserted before
 T,

UN" in the last line on page 1 of 

document EB3/55-

In reply to questions by Dr* Stampar, Mr。 GOODMAN said that 

Transjordan had been invited but had not attended the m sting, and 

the DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that Lebanon was a full Member of WHO. 

Dr. KOZUSZNIK, having asked that discussion on the matter be post-

poned for the time being， the CHAIRMAN said he understood the reason 

for that proposal was that the name of a certain country did not 

appear in the documente 

Dr. HYDE and Sir Arcot MUDALIAR did not feel that the absence of 

any one country from the session of the Regional Committee was 

sufficient reason to postpone discussion of the report• 

Dr. DOWLING suggested that although there was no valid reason for 

postponement, Dr。Kozusznik
f

s proposal should be accepted out of courtesy. 

A vote by show of hands was taken in favour of postponement of 

the matter until the following afternoon. 

Decision; Dr. Kozusznik^ proposal was adopted by ten votes 

in favour• 

The meeting rose at 6.30 p.m. 
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Page 11： After the third paragraph, insert： 

"Dr. YUNG suggested the desirability of including 

an all-round public health administrator in the 

expert committee" 
V 

line 23： Delete "an" and substitute "a special". 

line 25： After "Quarantine", insert "had already-

been instructed by the Health Assembly to establish 

WHO regulations on the basis of the existing Sanitary 

Conventions； it ..." 

line 26: Delete "on the basis of the 1938 Quarantine 

Convention 

last line: After "chapter"
}
 insert "on the transporta-

tion of corpses". 

Page 12, line 1： After "necessary", insart "the Committee could 

co-opt", 

line 2: Delete "could be co-opted" and substitute "to 

prepare the chapter". 


