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The Director-General has the honouf to communicate to members 

of the Executive Board the follomng information : 
. . . • 、 • ' • - • 

A cable has been received from the Deputy Minister of public 
. . . . . . . . :• . . . . . 

Health of íáie USSR dated Moscow, 12 February 1949 and a similar • 

communicaticn from the Deputy Minister of Health of the Ukrainian 

SSR, dated Kiev, 14 February 1949 reading as follows： 

" I have the honour to inform you that the Health Ministry 
of the USSR and the medical institutions and- organizations 
under it are not satisfied with the work of the World Health 
Organization stop tasks connected with international measures 
for prevention and control of diseases and with the spread of 
medical science achievements are not being accomplished by 
the Organization satisfactorily stop at the same time maintenance • 
of the Organization's swollen administrative machinery involves 
expenses #iich are too heavy for Member States to bear stop all 
this shows that the direction taken by the activities of the 
Organization does not coirespend to those tasks which were 
set before it ih 1946 at the inaugural conference of the 
Organization stop in view of the above the Union of Soviet' 
Socialist Republics no longsr considers itself a member of this 
Organization yours etcetera Vinogradov Deputy Minister of Public 
Health of the USSR." 

• •> 

On 15 February, the following repiy was sent tp . the：.Deputy 

Minister of Public Health of the USSR and a similar cable to the “ 

Deputy Minister of Health of the Ukrainian SSR: 

"Your cable 455 of twelfth February r&ceivèd with regret stop 

because Constitution of 1Ш0 makes no. such provision I cannot 

accept your communication, as a withdrawal from the Organization 

stop your communication, vdll be submitted''to third session of 

Executive Board opening here tvientyfirst February stop Article 

twentyeight provides that Executive Board shall give effect to 

decisions and policies established by Health Assembly and may 

submit advice or proposals to the Assembly stop most advisable 

У°и should be present at this session in order to present your 

views on execution and administration of the programme stop it 

is considered premature to have expressed dissatisfaction with 

implementation of aims of Constitution by 而 0 after only four 

months of organizational work in 1948 and a few imeeks of 1949. 

珊 0 is only now emerging from organizational period stop first 
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яуеаг programme for 1949 is now operating within limits prescribed 
by first Health Assembly stop proposed programme for 1950 to 
be discussed at third session Executive Board provides for large 
scale control of epidemics by eradication and extensive 
strengthening of national health administrations which would 
meet your point of view stop your advice on this programe 
highly desirable your participation in Board meeting is essential 
and I propose that I visit Moscow for fuller discussions 
immediately after Executive Board in early March stop 工 await 
your invitation signed Chisholm.H 

The iBxt of these cables together vvith the reply was communicated 

simultaneously to all States Members of the World Health Organization, 

with a message to the effect that the Constitution of ТОЮ requires 

the co-operation of all nations and urging governments to take all 

possible steps to induce the governments； concerned to reconsider 

their position. 

The above information was released to the Press on Wednesdqy 9 

16 February 1949 at 4 p.m. Central European time. 

A cable was also sent to the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations asking him to bring the matter before the Economic and 

Social Council as soon as possible. 

A cable has since been received from the Deputy Minister of 

Health of the Byelorussian SSR couched in the same terms as those 

from the USSR and the Ukrainian SSR and a reply was despatched on 

17 February. 

In view of the foregoing, it is proposed that the Board may 

wish to adopt the follcwing resolution: 

••The Executive Board 

"APPROVES of the steps tajeen by the Director-General in 

connexion, mth • the action taken by certain States with regard 

to their membership of the World Health Organization, and 

«RESOLVES that the matter shall be brought before the second 

World Health Assembly.« 


