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ilt the request of the neniber from the United States, the 
Director-General presents the folloïdng statement by the American 
Federation of Labour. 

"The American Federation of Labour is very much concerned about 
the effects of working œthods and wage systems in modern in-
dustry on the health and life expectancy of the worker. They 
suggest an investigation on these effects on an international 
scale for the following reasons : 

Modern industrialization has had a considerable influence on 
the part the worker is playing in the production of goods. 
Ihile in the earlier stages of industry the worker has had to 
cope with the moving and lifting of heavy weights and other 
hazards to his health, he also had to show a high degree of 
professional skill. Conditions in many cases of modern manu-
facturing have changed considerably during the last decade. 
Ofte? moving and lifting of heavy weights is being done by 
machinery, and the mechanized process requires other qualifi-
cations on the part of the worker. • 

Piecework and other incitements to utmost exertion have been 
introduced in wide areas. Coupled with it is often a wage 
system that forces the worker to put in the process the utmost 
of his attention and especially in certain cases he is forced 
into a speed-up 他ich often has disastrous effects on the 
worker's health, and nay also shorten his life expectancy. 
The coiranunity as a whole is deeply interested in preventing 
the waste of human health and human life as a result of in-
dustrial working methods. Investigations on the matter so 
Гаг have been made on^y on a local scale and in a limited 
way. However, it seems urgent that a thorough survey be 
made on an international level i” orjpr to bring out the 
facts, namely, the гергг-cussion of working and wage methods 
on workers in industry. 

•11 т аУ be necessary to initiáte a method of investigation 
stretching over a certain period of tine in order to find out 
possible rctvages of certain speed-up and other intensive in-
dustrial work systems. The results would then have to 
inspire the initiation of correcting the damage done and pre-
ventmg the continuation of damaging exploitation of manpower. 
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The American Federation of Labour therefore suggests that the 
World Health Organization undertake, in close co-operation with 
the International Labour Organization, an investigation on the 
effects of the modern industrial methods and especially of the 
various speed-up systems on the health and life expectancy of 

.the workers engaged in this work! that the result be made 
known to the Economic and Social .Council of the United Nations 
together with suggestions for the remedy to the effects found 
and measures for the prevention of further danage. on the most 
precious wealth of a nation - the.human working power." 

ARTICLE III of the agreement between, the International Labour 
Organization and the Vforld Health Organization .proVidès -thsit' èithcr 
organization may refer to a joint committee any question of common 

. - • . , • •. 
interest which it may appear desirable to refer to such a committee. 

The first Health Assentoly adopted a programe of public health 
administration, to which it gave No. 2 priority, and recomnended that 
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.this subject should include' industrial hygiene, among.other activities. 
It was noted that, a wide interpretation should be given to the word 
"industrial" T/̂ .ich might be substituted by the word "occupational", 
The Assembly recommended that small joint committees with the Inter-
national Labour Organization be formed to deal vdth industrial hygiene 
and hygi.ené of seafarers.1 

The Executive Board, at its second session, noted the statement 
by the Director-General that negotiations' with ILO for the establishment 
of joint coïïimittees on industrial hygiene and hygiene of seafarers were 
taking place and that those committees might well be established in the 

О near future. 

The report on the results of these negotiations will be submitted 
to the second He'alth'Assenbly. ‘ The Director—General suggests that the 
proposal of the American Federation of Labour concerning the protection 
of health and life of the worker in modern industry be submitted to the 
Joint 1Ь0/%Н0. Conjiiittee on Industrial Hygiene at its first meeting. 

If this suggestion is considered appropriate, the Executive Board 
may wish to adopt a resolution as follows : 

The Executive Board 
REQUESTS the Director-General to submit to the ILO/WHO Joint 
Expert Committee ôn Industrial Hygiene, at its first meeting, the 
proposal of the American Federation of Labour corcerning the pro-
tection of' health and life of the worker in modern industry. 
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