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1 The Secretary-General of the United Mations has communicated to 

the Director-General resolution 160 (YI I ) of the Economic and Social 

Council regarding the establishment of international research labora-

tories and has informed him, at the request of the Council^ that it 

is the Council's desire to have the problem ofestablishing international 

United Nations research laboratories discussed by the World Health 

Organization, and to be apprised -f its findings through the inter-

mediary of the Secretary-General of the United Nations。 

2 As a result of a proposal put forward by the delegation of France 

at the third session of the Economic and Social Council, the following 

resolution1 was adopted on 3 October 1946: 

The Economic and Social Council^ . 

CONSIDERING: 

that a certain number of research activities can only be 

conducted in a rational manner on an international scale¿ and 

2 ' "that many branches of scientific research connected with the 

promotion of human knowledge, and especially with public health, 

would yield considerably more effective results i f they were ‘ 

conducted on an international plane, 

INVITES 

the Secretary-General to consult UNESCO and the other specialized 

agencies concerned and t о submit to the Economic and Social 

Council, i f possible during the next session, a general report 
o n t h e problem of establishing United Nations research laboratories. 

2 

3 By a resolution which was adopted at its second session 

(10 November 1946) the Interim Commission of WHOï 

1 , noted the above resolution of the Ecoiiomic and Social Council 

2- concurred in the opinion expressed in sub. paras. 1 and 2 of 

that resolution 

invited the attention of the Economic and Social Council to 

the provisions of the Constitution of the WHO in chapter I， article 1； 

chapter I I , article 2 (a) and (n) ; and chapter V, article 18 (k) 

4 . recorded its belief that there are dangers inherent in over-

centralization and regimentation of scientific research and 

1 
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Л QUESTED •‘ • •、 '、 ‘ 

"that, in view of the responsibility and authority placed upon the WHO 

in respect of international research in the field of health and in view 

of the responsibility assigned by the Intergovernmental Arrangement of 

22 July 1946 to the Interim Commission for preparing for the first 

rtorld Health Assembly/ the Economic and Social Council limit its action 

in regard to international research in health prior to the first meeting 

of the World Health Assembly to consultation with interested agencies, 

including the Interim Coiiimission^ and to the development of such 

recoiimiendations as may bs deemed halpful to thé World Health Assembly, 

which^ under the T/VHO Constitution,, is required to. consider recommendations 

bearing on h3alth made by the Economic and Social Council and to report 

to tha Council on the steps taken by the WHO to give effect to such 

4 In a letter dated 4 December 1946 the Executive Secretary of the WHO 

Infcerim CoiTimission informed the Secretary — General of the views expressed 

by the Interim Commission regarding the establishment of United Mations 

research laboratories. The relevant sections of this letter* arè as follows: 

"There was а сonsiderabia amount of feeling expressed by Representatives 

on the Interim Commission that the centralization of research in the 

Medical Field may, be very unsatisfactory indeed。 hhetever medical 

research is done, considerable numbers of the right types of patients 

. must be available and full appropriate hospital services for the 

' : necessary treatment of these patients, 

"The importance of medical research being done in medical school settings 

where the experts working on research may also inspire and teach 

students and doctore, is recognized, To take a highly qualified 

specialist out of a medical school to join a central laboratory may 

deprive a whole generation of medical student s of much valuable instruc-

tion» This deprivation might well effect thé standards of training 

and of practice of medicine particularly in any of the smaller countries, 

for a long period. 

丨,Represent at i ves on the Interim Commission were generally impressed 

with the importance of co-ordination of research in the medical field 

but seemed to be generally agreed that this could best be done by 

setting up technical conmittees under the direction' of the Interim 

Commission or the World Health Organization, to plan the attack on a 

wide variety of madical problems. It would seam to be appropriate 

for each of these committees of specialists to consider the relative 

advantages of centralized international laboratories or international 

co-ordination of research in national laboratories, in their respective 

fields, such as tuberculosis, cancer, venereal diseases, malaria, mental 

disaases, e t c … The Constitution of the World Health Organization, 

Chapter V (h) , gives authority for the establishment of its own research 

institutions b./ the •«orld nealth Organization i f that should seem 

desirabieс . The investigation of each of these and other special fields 

of research should be undertaken by the appropriate expert committee. 

which will normally besst up either by the 工pteriiti Commission or the 

V/orld Haalth Organization." 

5 The Se ere t ary-G^.naral submitted to the Economic and Social Council at 

its seventh session a report (of 441 pages) on establishing United Nations 
3 

research laboratories which analyses the communications received from 

UN document Ê/62Ô 
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international and national scientific organizations and individual 

scientists, as well as from the specialized agencies^ In the chapter on 

the implement ati on of international research, section on medical sciences, 

tha UN report comments upon rgsearch already undertaken and/or the need 

for further research in the following fields : 

In the section on social sciences there are proposals for an international 

centre for social psychology and for studies on housing and the problems 

(including health problems) of tropical areas• 

6 The Economic and Social Council, àt its seventh session, considered 

the above mentioned report and 

1 . requested that the governing bodies of scientific institutions 

and t he specialized agencies of the TO should discuss the problem of 

establishing international United Nations research laboratories; 

2« authorized the Secretary-General, in co-operation with UNESCO, 

to form a small coiumittea of experts who should "examine, in consultation 

with the specialized agencies, the question of the possible establishment 

of international research laboratories, including the advisability of, 

and a^ropriate procedure for, convening an international conference of 

scientists with instructions to submit a general report to the Council 

4 

on this subject 

7 The Director-General considers that the position which WHO should 

adopt with respect to the establishment of international research 

laboratories is adequately set forth in the resolution ox the Interim 

Commission and the letter of the Executive Secretary of 4 December 1946 

suimnarizing the discussions of the Intarim Commission on this subject 

(see paragraphs 3 and 4 above). The Director-General calls to the 

attention of the Board the fact that the relationships which Ш0 has 

now established with non-governmental organizations will further assist 

it in stimulating and guiding research in the field of health. 

8 In the event that the Board agrees with these conclusions^ it may 

wish to recommend to the second Health Assembly the adoption of the 

following resolution: 

Tha second Health Assembly notes resolutions 22 ( I I I ) and 160 (VII) 

of the Economic and Social Council regarding the establishment of 

United Nations research laboratories, and the report of the Secre-

tary-Genera.1 on this subject (UN docun^nt E/620)； 

Cancer 

Cardio-vascular diseases 

Rheumatism 

Malaria 

Tuberculosis 

Biological Standardization 

Industrial Diseases 

Old Age 

Neuro-Physiology-

Psychiatry 
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CONFIRMS tha resolution concerning this subject which was adopted 

by the Interim Commission of WHO on 3 October 1946, and the views of 

thj Interim Commission as stated to the Sa erst ary-General of thé 

United Notions by the Executive Secretary of TOO.1С on 4 December 

1946; 

CONSIDERS that research in the field of hjalth is b est advanced by 

assisting, со-operating and making use of the activities of existing 

institutions and that the Wforld Haalth Assembly and the expert 

coinmittees of Ш 0 provide an adequate mechanism for the implementa-

tion of such a policy; 

REQUESTS that in viow of the responsibility and authority placed 

upon Ш 0 in respect of international research in the field of health, 

the Economic and Social Council communicate such re conimendat i on s 

as it тяу be considering within tha field of health to the World 

Health Organization which, under its Constitution, is required to 

consider such recommandations of tha Economic and Social Council 

and to report to the Council on tha steps taken by WHO to give 

effect to such recommendations. 


