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BCG Research Programme recommended by the Joint Committee on 

Health Policy UNICEF/WHO - Implementation by the Executive Board 

Preliminaiy steps have been taken to form the nucleus of a 

BCG research group to follow up the work in the field which has 

been undertaken by UNICEF in 1948 and which will continue during 

1949. It is anticipated that by the time the Executive Board meets 

at its third session, the initial planning will have been completed 

and additional personnel engaged. 

Dr. Carroll Palmer has already surveyed the ground generally 

and has visited Czechoslovakia and Greecec. It will be necessary to 

establish a central supervising section staffed by the director of 

research, his deputy, an administrator and the usual office staff. 

A statistical section and a field section, which will super-

a s e much of the work in the different countries, will also be estab-

lished. A number of the Joint Enterprise field teams will be under 

the combined direction of the Joint Enterprise and the research 

office; there will be an equally close association between the 

statistical section of the Joint fînterprïse and the same section 

of the research group。 

The six projects which, inter alia^ appear to be most appropriate 
for immediate stucfy are; 

1. To attempt to establish a base-line for exactly uniform 

procedures in tuberculin testing and vaccination， in order 

to evaluate the significance of geographical differences in 

the routine work of the whole Joint Enterprise programme. 

2. To determine actual annual tuberculosis infection rates based 
o n observed rates of conversion from tuberculin negative to 

positive; this should be done by age and sex for the younger 

age-groups^ and by occupation for the older age groups. 

To obtain material for further studies on the definition of 
"convertors". 

4 ' To work out details for the continued documentation of the 

BCG programme and to lay plans now for the correct preparation 

of material for an eventual s u m ^ y publication, as a report 

of the whole Joint Enterprise programme. 



To determine variations in different vaccines in terms of 

the levels of skin sensitivity developed after vaccination; 

to determine the severity of the local reactions and the 

frequency of complications for each vaccinej and, where 

possible, to determine the duration of allergy to tuberculin. 

In addition, to determine the influence of ago in the capacity 

to develop tuberculin sensitivity after vaccination, and the 

degree to which the capacity to develop tuberculin sensitivity 

is a familial characteristic. 

To conduct a special project in the island of Crete in 

association with tho Joint Enterprise, with the object of 

determining the extent of tuberculous infection in children 

on the island^ and to determine tho geographic and familial 

characteristics of the tuberculosis problem in Crete; finally, 

to join with tho Rockefeller Foundation in the tuberculosis 

aspects of their survey, in the event that such a survey is 

made, on "family samples". (The work in Crete would also lay 

the ground work for testing out tochniques which could be used 

in further similar typos of studies in tuborculin testing and 

BCG vaccination. Synchronously, it should be possible to 

determine whether histoplasrain infection is present on the 

island). 


