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1 The 1ÍH0 was represented by an observer at the 17th 

International Red Cross Conference^ which was held at Stockholm, 

20-30 August 1948* The members of the Conference теге the 

International Red Cross Committee, the League of Red Cross 

Societies, some 58 national Red Cross Societies and the governments 

which are parties to the Red Cross Conventions• Some European 

countries were not offiçially represented at the Conference, but 

the USSR sent observerst 

2 The work of the Conference was distributed among five 

commissions, one of which was concerned with health, nursing 

and social assistance 6 The WHO observer attended the meetings 

of this Commission^ and informed it that official relations had 

been established between the WHO and the League of Red Cross 

Societies• 

3 Upon the rocommendation of the commission on health， nursing 

and social welfare， the Conference adopted the following 

resolutions referring to ШЮ: 

3*1 Report of the Advisory Health Committee of the League of 

Red Cross Societies¿ 

"The XVIIth International Red Cross Conference wishes to 

thank the Executive Board of the World Health Organization 

for its kind proposal to collaborate with the League, and 

wishes to say that the latter will be pleased to consider， 

in view of their adoption, any proposals which the ïiorld 

Health Organization may put forward concerning the details 

of this joint action." 

3*2 Standing International Commission for the Study of Medical 

Equipment. 

"The XVIIth International Red Cross Conference hopes that the 

World Health Organization will undertake to be responsible 



ЕБ2/за 

page 2 

for the uniformity of medical equipment for both military 

and civilian needs, on the basis of experience acquired 

and T/vith the collaboration of international Red Cross 

organizations, in particular the Standing International 

Commission for the Study of Medical Equipment*" 

4 The revision of a handbook on Hygiene of Seafarers and Ship 

Medicine (1934 edition) was discussed at an informal meeting, 

arranged by the Bureau of Health and First Aid of the League* 

It is hoped by the League that.the revised edition will be 

published in several languages. In order to get the best possible 

technical advice on the hygiene of seafarers, the League intends 

to consult with "WHO and ILO regarding the revision of this 

handbook• 

5 The following actions of interest to WHO were taken by the 

Conference, upon the recommendation of the commission on health, 

nursing and social welfare î 

5*1 it was recommended that the national Red Cross Societies 

take an active part in the establishment of a Blocd Transfusion 

Service； WHO is listed among the organizations from which the 

Societies can obtain information on this subject； 

5*2 resolutions were adopted concerning the training of nurses, 

the right of nurses in time of war and peace and international 

cooperation in social welfare programes. 

6 It was decided that the next International Red Cross Conference 

would be held in Washington, D.C# in 1952* 

7 The Director-General considers that close collaboration by ШЮ 

with the International Red Cross Organizations, particularly the 

League of Red Cross Societies, which represents more than 100,ООО,000 

members in national societies, is extremely desirable, and he is 

arranging for a close working relationship to be established 

immediately, in order to avoid overlapping of work in various public é 

health programmes ani to exchange and disseminate reliable information4 

8 Recommendations : In the event that the Board approves this report, 

it may wish to adopt a resolution along the following lines: 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

TAKING NOTE of the decisions of the XVIIth International 

Red Cross Conference regarding co-operation between the 
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International Red Cross Organizations and the World 

Health Organization, 

AGREES that the Director-General should co-operatc fully 

with the International Red Cross OrganizationsJ notably: 

to bring to the attention of the second World Health 

Assembly the proposal by the Red Cross that the 

World Health Organization undertake to be responsible 

for the uniformity of medical equipment for civilian 

needs； 

2# pending the decision of the Assembly on this subject, 

to co-operate with the relevant Red Cross bodies in 

studies of medical equipment； and 

3* to co-operate with the League of Red Cross Societies 

in the revision of the handbook on Hygiene of Seafarers 

and Ship Medicine, on the understanding that the 

International Labour Organization will also take part 
1 

in this project# 

Arrangements have already boon made with ILO regarding 

this matter * 


