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In order that th.) work of WHO may be co-ordinated to a 

satisfactory degree with that of the principal bodies of the 

UN îwhich are active in the social field，it is essential 

that WHO be represented at a rather imposing list of 

meetings in the course of any one year. To cite only the 

most important cases s the General Assembly of the United 

Nations holds one session of at least ten weeks every year； 

the Uconomlc^and^SocdLal^CouncdJL meets twice yearly f or 

periods of up to six weeks; the^ardxms-Xoimnis-slons of the 

Council whose work relates closely to that of WHO - no-tably 

the Social, Statistical &： Population Commissions - meet 

once or twice a year for periods of two to three weeks。 

These latter meetings are ordinarily held at Lake Success. 

Representation at the meetings of United Nations bodies 

makes heavy demands upon the Secretariat. For exan^le, the 

seventh session of the Economic & Social Council lasted 

nearly six weeks - 19 July to 28 August 1948 - during "which 

time the Council discussed 19 agenda items of interest to 

WHO, of which 9 were of immediate significance to program 

development. Senior officers of the Organization took part 

in about 15 meetings^ and a junior member of the staff was 

occupied almost continously in following the work of the 

Council• In terms of staff time, this necessary liaison 

work was disproportionately expensive, Had the Council 

session been held at Lake Success, as is normally the case, 
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the time spent would have been increased by two hours a day 
. . . ¡ • • ： - rî 

for each representative of WHO. The cost of assuring .that ТЩО • 

is represented at the relevant meetings of the General Assembly 

in Paris must be calculated not only in terms of the time 

spent by staff officers， but also in the expenses for per diem 

allowances and travel costs. 

The. same problem exists for all the specialized 

agenciesn 

It is believed that a substantial part of this cost is 
. у 

avoidable• It would appear reasonable to ask that arrange-

ments be made to group together in one or two periods of 

about a week each those items on the agenda of eaóh UN body 

which relate directly to the activities of the specialized 

agencies working in the social field. In practice， such 

items are often discussed at least twice г onae in connexion 

with the programme of the UN and again in connexion with co-

ordination» Even if it were necessary to divide the discussion 

of social items into two periods, this would still result in 

a very considerable economy as compared to present practice• 

In the event that the Board wishes to act in this matter, 

it may wish to adopt a resolution as follows t 
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

CONSIDERING that it is desirable to reduce^ in so far as is 

compatible with adequate representation of the Organization at 

the meetings of the General Assembly of the UN， the ECOSOC and 

its Commissions, the disproportionate demands which this 

activity makes upon the time of staff members and upon the 

budget of WHO； 

RESOLVES to request the Secretary —General of the United Nations 

that in preparing the agenda of the General Assembly of the 

United Nations and the Economic and Social Council^ considera-

tion be given to the possibility of grouping together those items， 

iaoluding matters of co-ordination, which relate to the work of 

the World Health Organization and other Organizations operating 

in related fields, so that such items may be discussed within 

one or two periods amounting to about two weeks during the 

above-mentioned sessions of the Assembly and the Council, 


