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Article 14 of the Constitution reads as follows; 

"The Health Assembly, at each annual session, 
sfeall select the country or region in which the next 
annual session shall be held, the Board subsequently 
fixing the place. The Board, shall determine, the 
place where a special session shall be held." 

in application of this article, the First World Health 
Assembly, at its fourteenth plenary meeting, held on 
17 July 1948， adopted the following resolution: 

"Tiie Assembly 

RESOLVED that Europe be the région in which the second 
Health Assembly should meet, and 

INSTRUCTS the Executive Board to select a suitable 

place. 

NOTED the invitations made by the governments of Italy, 
Monaco and the United Kingdom." 

(Doc. A/94 Rev.1) 

Furthermore, Rule 1 of the Health Assembly's Rules of 

procedure states: 

«•The Director-General shall convene the Health 
Assembly to meet annually in regular session.at such 
time and place as the Board shall determine m 
conformity with the provisions of Articles 14 and 15 
of the Constitution." (Doc. A./70) 

To assist the Executive Board in coming to a decision, 
it was thought advisable to obtain from the three 
eovernments which have issued invitations to hold the 
lecond Health Assembly in their countries, confirmation 
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of the invitation extended orally at the First Assembly 
and as detailed a statement as possible of the facilities 
that could be offered and of the probable cost. In order 
that the Board may have all the factsbefore them in reaching 
a conclusion, a letter has also been sent to the Secretary-
General of the united Nations, asking him whether he would 

be prepared to place at the World Health Oreaniz^tion's 
disposal for its Second Assembly the same accommodation 
á^d： facilities as were afforded to the First Assembly and 
in the same conditions. 

The united. Kingdom Government, in a letter of 23 
August 1948, replied that with great regret the Minister 
of Health felt oblig,eâ to withdraw the invitatioh given 
on his behalf since it appeared to him, in spite of his 
strong wish to welcome the Assembly in London, that the 
facilities that could there be off^ed wouiq,, in present 
circumstances, be such as to risk prejudicing the work of 
the Assembly, particularly while some of the initial 
difficulties of organization remain. 

By a letter dated 3 August 1948,. the Italian Eigh 
Commissioner for Hygiene and Public Health informed the 
Direсtor-General of his Government's confirmation of their 
invitation to convene the next Assembly in Rome and offered 
certain facilities in regard to which it has been necessary 
to request more detailed explanations. 

Replies have not yet been received from the Government 
of Monaco or from the secretary-General of the United Nations. 
As soon as these communications and that containing the 
additional particulars requested from the Italian Govermient 
have reached the Director-General, the latter proposes to 
circulate to the Members of the Board a note summarizing tñe 
information contained in them and indicating the comparative 
costs of holding a Health Assembly in the three cities in 
question^ 
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The Director-General has the honour to communicate to the members 

of the Executive Board the following information further to that con — 

The Goverrfflient of Monaco have stated in a letter of 6 October 

1948 that as the expenditure required to previde suitable premises 
. 1 ' ' • 

• . 

and installations, for the Assembly would be disproportionate to the 

budgetary resources of a small State already sorely tried by the 

economic situation, It has regretfully been decided to..withdraw the 

invitation issued at. the first World Health -Assembly.,,...」 

2 
In a letter dated 14 October 1948, the Italian Government 

• ‘ ' • '• . ‘ ‘ •， 

expresses the great satisfaction it would feel if Rome were chosen as 
•the site of the next World Health Assembly, It undertakes .to place at 
the Organization1s disposal, free of charge, a historic palace situated 

• • • • 

in the most central quarter of Rome and comprising the 'iiecess.ary con-
‘ .....• 

ference rooms and other accommodation, namely a large hall for plenary 

meetings, other rooms for connaissions and committees, the delegations 

and the press, and a number of offices for the use of 'the members of 

the Secretariat• The Government would also place at the disposal of 

WHO any office equipment which the Organization mighü need, 

as well as the requisite number of doorkeepers and messengers, 

cleaners, chauffeurs and motor cars• A special railway coachr would 

be supplied for the free transport of staff and equipment, from the 

Swiss border to' Rome and vice versa». Finally, the Italian Government 

points out that Rome can now provide satisfactory and comfortable 

accommodation fór̂  delegates, their families and the-:staff. 

tained in his Interim Report circulated on 20 August 1948 • 

Doc • ЕВ2Д6 

reproduced in the annex to this report 
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The Secretary-General of the United Nations has•offered the 

same facilities for holding the second Health Assembly in the Palais 

des Nations in Geneva as were enjoyed by the first « Were this offer 

to be accepted, it would be necessary to fix the closing date at 异8. 

May 1949 since the Assembly Hall is required in the first week of June 

for the annual International Labour Conference. 

On the basis of the Italian Government's reply and of the 

schedule of charges made by the United Nations for services performed 

by its European Office, it has been possible to form an approximate 

idea of the comparative costs of holding the next Assembly in Rome and 

Geneva. The estimate is not as close as had been hoped, since the 

Italian Government's letter does not make it clear whether the staff 

and equipment to be found from local resources would be provided free 

of charge or at the expense of WHO; in the latter case, it will be 

necessary to obtain additional data for the evaluation of the amount 

involved. Wage rates in Italy are doubtless lower than in Switzerland, 

but the price of hiring local personnel and equipment may be tentatively 

put at about $7,200. It is calculated that if this item were at the 

charge of WHO an assembly held at Geneva would cost approximately 

$10,740 less than one held in Rome. If on the othér hand, it were at 

the charge of the inviting Government, the difference would be reduced 

to $3.540 in favour of Geneva• 

It may here be pertinent to- draw attention to the follo^dng 

passage in the 5th Report of 1948 Q£ the United Nations Advisory 
一 - 3 

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions• 

"11• In connexion with the number and- looation of meetings, the 
Committee has noted with interest the budgetary provisions for, 
and administrative consequences of, the plans of specialized 
agencies to hold their annual conferences‘away from their permanent 
or interim headquarters• The following are pertinent examples : 
UNESCO, with headquarters in Paris, held its 1947 conference in 
Mexico City, and plans to hold 'its third annual' conference in 
Beirut • ILO (with most, of its secretariat flow in Geneva) held its 
1948 conference in San Francisco; FAO (with interim head-
quarters in Washington) held its 1947' conïerence- in Geneva ； ICAO 
(with headquarters in Montreal) held its 19^7 conference in 
Geneva. Apart from considerations of the extra costs incurred 
by delegations, the extra cost of holding annual conferences 
away from headquarters ranges from $6^^000 to 恭,290，000 for the 
specialized agencies• Recognising that political reasons or rea-
sons connected with public relations prompt, the holding of 
conferences away from headquarters, the Advisory Committee would 
urge consideration of policies in each of the agencies which 
would make it possible to: hold* the major conferences at the seat 
of the Secretariat, while meetings of the governing body or other 

3 U.N. document No. A»675 (reproducèd as'WHO"'doc.“No. EB2/47) 
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smaller meetings would be held away from headquarters when 
deemed necessary. It seems to the Committee that the existing 
diffusion of the headquarters and regional and branch offices 
of the United Nations and the specialized agencies provides a 
means of accomplishing a certain degree of dissemination of 
knowledge of international activities. The Committee further 
believes that the disruption of the work of the secretariats 'and 
the administrative difficulties inherent in this practice result 
in considerable indirect costs. 

12. As for the number of meetings, the Committee urges that 
the General Assembly request every specialized agency to examine 
its programme of meetings with a view to reducing the number of 
formal meetings of Government representatives, which are imposing 
an appreciable burden on the personnel resources of Governments 

. a n d are reflected in larger staffs in the agencies and high costs 
of travel, documentation and records. 

Should the Executive Board consider that there is sufficient 

reason for preferring Rome to Geneva as the site of the second World 

Health Assembly, it is suggested that the decision to be taken at the 

Board is present session should be provisional, it being left to the 

Chairman, in consultation with the Director-General, to make the final 

choice. For the success of a meeting so important as the World Health 

Assembly, it would seem indispensable that the Director-General should 

have an opportunity to satisfy himself that all the essential require-

ments can and will be met, This is known to be the case so far as 

Geneva is concerned. The Italian Government's letter however is un-

fortunately not so precise that every assurance can be given to the 

Board on this point until a personal visit has been made to Rome for 

consultation with the authorities on the spot. It would be understood 

that the Chairman's decision would be taken in the light of the con-

clusions thus reached by the Director-General• 
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ANNEX 

ITALIAN REPUBLIC 

High Commissariat for Hygiene and Public Health 

Cabinet Rome, 14 October 1948 

No.36.3.3 
Reply to letter dated 16.8.48 
No. 102-1-1 

The World Health Organization/ 
Palais des Nations, 
Geneva. 

Subject: 1949 General Assembly to be held at Rome. 

I have the honour to refer to your letters dated 3 August and 

6 September 1948 and to confirm шу telegram of the 8th instant 

(No.- 36.3.3/82580). 

The Italian Government is anxious to stress once more that it 

woiild. be extremely happy to see Rome selected as the headquarters for the 

next General Assembly of the ШО. It undertaker, to place at the disposal 

of the Organization for the work of the Assembly, .free of charge, a his-

toric palace, situate in the most central part of Rome and which contains 

all the rooms and office space sp&cified in the VfflO's letter of 10 August 

1948 (No. 102-1-1), namely: a large hall for plenary meetirigs, other 

rooms for commissions, committees, delegations and the Press, as well as 

the necessary premises for the offices of the 80 officials mentioned 

by your Directorate, 

The Italian Government would likewise place at your disposal 

all the office equipment that your organization will require (type-

writers, calculating machines, electric roneo machines, tables, chairs, 

etc.), as well as the necessary number of door-keepers, commissionnaires, 

drivers and motor cars. 

Lastly, the Government undertakes on whatever date may be 

fixed to have in readiness a special railway coach from the frontier 

to Rome and vice versa, for the transport, free of charge, of the staff 

of the Secretariat and equipment. 

With regard to hotel accommodation, Rome today can provide 

delegates, such of their families as may be present, and the secretariat, 

with satisfactory and comfortable quarters. Should the World Health 

Organization décide to hold its assembly at Rome, the Italian Govern-

ment would ,)e extremely happy to be advised in good time of the number 

of delegates and officials who would be likely to attend, and also of 

the number of their ladies, so that it may not merely make the necessary 

reservations, but also work out a sight-seeing programme. 

(sgd.) Cotellessa 

HIGH COMMISSIONER 
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Telegram from the Italian Government 

The Director-General has the honour to communicate to the members 

of the Executive Board the text of a telegram dated 3 November 1948 

from the Italian Government. 

(Translation from the Italian) 

Following your letter of 14 October 36.3.3, we confirm that 

for the General Assembly the Italiaç Government will furnish free 

of charge office material personnel recruited on the spot. 

Furthermore, the Italian Government would also provide at its 

отш expense internal telejiione installations and electrical , 

apparatus for recording discs and for simultaneous interpretation 

In addition, it is understood that it would prepare 80 offices 

for 160 officials. 

COTELLESSA, High Coimas s LC'ner 

It follc'ws 'that the additional cost iwhich would, fall directly 

on the WHO budget for an Assembly in ^ome instead of Geneva would be 

approximately #3,540. 
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DATE OF THE SECOND WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Note by the Director-General 

Article 15 of the Constitution states 

"The Board, after consultation with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations,, shair"determlne the 
date of each annual and special session". 

In order to satisfy the requirement underlined in this 

article, it is suggested that there are two alternative courses 

open to the Board. 

1. It might take a decision that the opening of the next Health 

Assembly should fall between certain dates, the actual date of 

opening to be decided by the Chairman in consultation with the 

Director-General, after the views of the Secretary-General have been 

obtained. 

2. If the Board prefers to fix the date at its present session, 

it could take a provisional decision at an early meeting^ so that it 

would be possible to consult the Secretary-General either by-

telephone or telegram before the close of the session. 

If the Board chooses Rome as the site of the Assembly, the 

actual date will probably be of less importance so far as the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations is concerned provided it 

satisfies the requirements as to the limitations of the budget. 

If, on the other hand, the Assembly is to meet in Geneva, 

it must either close by 28th May, in order to make room for the 

International Labour Conference, or open after the close of the 

latter conference, in say the second week of July; in that case 

however the Assembly would clash with the meeting of the Economic 

and Social Council, arranged for that month in Geneva. 


