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1. The Eleventh World Health Assembly requested the Director-General "(l) 
to undertake a study of the nature and extent of the health problems of seafarers 
and of the health services available; (2) to indicate possible further needs 
and ways and means by which health services could be provided in major ports 
to seafarers of all nationalities on a wider scale than at present, and (J>) to 
present a progress report to the Twelfth World Health Assembly.''^ The present 
progress report is accordingly submitted for the consideration of the Twelfth 
World Health Assembly. 

2. In view of the great lack of information on this subject, it was- considered 
advisable that as a first step in this study basic data should be collected 
among Member States to answer point (1) of the Assembly resolution so that in a 
further step proposals for future improvement, as requested by point (2), may be 
Offered on more sound statistical grounds. 

For this purpose, a questionnaire has been prepared on which the advice of 
other international agencies concerned, some members of the Expert Advisory Panel 
on Occupational Health and of Regional Offices is being sought. This questionnaire 
is intended to be circulated to all Member States of the World Health Organization 
in order to collect as much information as possible from national sources on the 
two aspects mentioned in resolution WHA11.49, i.e. (a) health problems of seafarers 
and (b) health services available to them. 
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4. Once the questionnaire is circulated to Member States, it is visualized 
that national health administrations will need a period of several months to 
collect all the necessary information. 

On the basis of an analysis -of all this information, it will be possible 
to define with some degree of accuracy what the health problems of seafarers 
are at the present time in different countries of the world and what are the 
resources available to meet these problems. Not until then will the Director-
General be able to deal with point (2) of the operative part of resolution 
WHA11.49, that is to say, "to indicate possible further needs and ways and means 
by which health services could be provided in major ports to seafarers of all 
nationalities on a wider scale than at present11. 

5. As a preliminary fact-finding meeting, a European Conference on Health and 
Welfare of Seafarers met in Marseilles from 16 to 21 February 1959 and represents* 
ti'ves from ILO attended it. The information provided to the Conference by 
participants from eleven European countries and the discussions thereupon 
were of great value as a background for the long-term study requested by the 
Eleventh World Health Assembly. It became obvious during the course of the 
European Conference that there is a great lack of statistical information on 
the health problems of seafarers. Moreover, the country reports on legislation 
and services submitted by several participants showed great variations in the 
approach of different countries to this problem. 

6. The European Conference formed part of the long-term study requested by 
the Eleventh World Health Assembly and was intended to collect'at the regional 
level information concerning the health and welfare situation of seafarers in 
European countries. This information, together with further data to be collected 
in other regions, would form the basis of a report to be submitted to the World 
Health Assembly at a later stage. 

7. In accordance with the Agreement between the international Labour Organization 
and the World Health Organization and also with the desire expressed in resolution 
WHAll.49 to continue joint action with the International Labour Organization, 
negotiations were carried out with the International Labour Organization which 
resulted last November in an agreement to co-operate throughout the different 
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stages of this study. Furthermore, it is intended that the report of this study 
will be reviewed by the Joint ILO/WHO Committee on the Hygiene of Seafarers before 
it is submitted to the Executive Board of the World Health Organization and finally 
to the World Health Assembly. A reasonable estimate of the time necessary for 
all these different steps would indicate that such final report would only come 
before the Fifteenth World Health Assembly in 1962. 


