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1. REVIel OF WORK DЮRТNG 1957: A ̂rn�UлΡL REPORT OF т1E Dп'ЕCтОК- GЕNЕRлL: Item 6.L of 

the Agenda (Official Records No. 82; Documents 1;11 /R�tв/ , All /P &в /21 and 
All /Р &В /2L) Т ontinu� 

Chapter 16: Eastern мediterranean Rеgion (continued) 

Dr NABILSI (Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan) congratulated the Regional Director on 

his excellent report. 

He appealed for the Organization's help both in the recently inaugurated five - 

year malaria eradication programme and in work on the communicable eye diseases. 

Assistance was needed particularly in the establishment of a trachoma centre, 

recommended by a short -term consultant in 1955 but not yet set up. 

He then thanked those who had given financial, material or technical assistance 

to his country. 

Dr ' Ам&мI (Iraq) expressed his Government's appreciation of the visit made 

by Dr landau and members of WHO staff to his country. 

His Government fully recognized the importance of improving the general level of 

health, and that had been given high ;priority in the allocation of government funds. ( 
fter reviewing progress in the expansion of the health servies, the malaria eradication 

campaign, mother and child health, smallpox eradlice:tion, and research and practical 

work on nutrition, he joined previous speakers in asking the Organization to con- 

centrate more effort on bilharzieвiв research and control work. He also wished to 

associate himself with the delegate of Liberia in his remarks on the selection of experts. 

In conclusion, he expressed his Gavernment1s gratitude for the assistance of all 

kinds provided by WHO, the United States International Co- operation Administration 

and UNICEF. 
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Dr KHLN (Pakistan) said how much his Government appreciated th' efforts of the 

Regional Director and his staff. 

In regard to malaria, he explain d that although systematic control campaigns 

with international help had been in progrFess since 1952, the presence of other urgent 

health problems and material difficulties had prevented his Government from passing 

from control to era- ication. That transition was, however, under consideration. 

He thanked 1f10 for the assistance it was providing in many fields of health work 

and conveyed his Government's particular gratitude to those countries which had 

provided assistance during the recent outbreaks of smallpox and cholera in the 

eastern part of his country. 

Dr EL TЛНЕR (Saudi Arabia) called attention to the fact that many Technical 

2ssistance projects in the less developed countries failed to achieve maximum success 

because of the lack of local qualified personnel. He therefore suggested that priorít; 

should be given to training fellowships and training projects in such countries. 

He thanked the Organization and the Regional Director for the excellent work, 

particularly on malaria control. 

Dr Sн1"L1л (Sudan), after expressing appreciation of the work of the Regional 

Office, paid a tribute to Dr Shousha for his foresight, wisdom and sympathy and 

congratulated Dr Taba on his appointment, wishing him every success in his work. 

He explained the importance to his country of assistance from international 

organizations with particular refeerence to thr: rriduction of infant mortality, much of 
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which could be attributed to malaria. Co- operation was also most important at the 

national level, particularly between adjacent countries, for the eradication of 

communicable diseases such as onchocerciasis and sleeping sickness. 

He suggested that, in view of the adequate network of hospitals and dressing 

stations, and sufficient numbers of qualified local personnel, international assistance 

should in. the future take the form of drugs and equipment only. That would make it 

possible to release funds for the implementation of other projects. 

Dr EL HALAWANI (United Arab Republic) joined previous speakers in paying a 

tribute to Dr Shousha and in congratulating Dr Taba on his appointment. 

After welcoming the use of Arabic in the Regional Committee as being of great 

practical value, he looked forward to the time when нО publications would be 

systematically translated into Arabic. 

He shared the opinion of the délegate of Iran regarding the bilharziasis 

programme, and urged the Organization to do moro than establish pilot demonstration 

research projects. He suggested that projects should be undertaken on a larger 

scale, covering perhaps one millon or so of the population, in collaboration with 

UNICEF and the national health administratioc corto rned. 

He expressed his anxiety at the prospect of continued exposure to the risk of 

having cholera or smallpox re- introduced es a result of modern methods of communication. 

A real effort should be made to control or even eradicate those diseases. 

Passing to the virus diseases, with oerticular reference to encephalitis and 

West Nile viruses, he urged the Organization to undertake research and surveys. The 

services of an expert in virolo7y had been offered, in connexion with the programme 



А11/P&в/мin/б 
page � 

for the production of poliovirus vaccine, but that programme of assistance might need 

expansion in view of thc great demand for vaccine.. 

He also singled out for mors, attention on the part of the Regional Office and the 

Organization, environmental sanitation, with particular reference to water supplies 

and waste disposal; insect control; expansion of hospital win/ices; disposal of 

radioactive wastes; research into the influence of radioactivity on foods; and the 

problems arising from the rapid increase of population in countries where the economy 

could not support the added strain. 

With regard to the therapeutic uses of radiation, he stressed need for guidance 

both on the practical and legal aspects of the protection of the population and for 

technical aid in the form of cobalt units for the treatment of cancer and fellowships 

for cancer research. 

In concluding, he suggested that the project lists in the future Reports should 

contain some evaluation of each, project. He expressed his Government's appreciation 

of the assistance being provided b• CIO and the Regional Office, under the leadership 

of Dr Taba. 

Dr SLIM (Tunisia) said that when in a country endemic tuberculosis affected five 

1 to ten per cent. of the population, it should be given priority over other projects. 

He expressed the hope that, in view of the widespread social and economic consequences 

of tuberculosis, the expense of campaigns would not have to be met by governments 

alone but that, in the near future, a special international fund would be set up as 

for malaria. r.+Ieanwhile experimental pilot projects should be taken over entirely by 

WHO and other international organieations. Lt present in order to qualify for such 

assistance, projects had to conform to the standards laid down by the UNICEF/tRНO Joint 
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Committee on Health Policy. Sine: it was extremely difficult for the less developed 

countries to reach those standards" particularly in regard to health personnel, he 

appealed to the Organization to make the rulee more flexible and to pay more heed to 

the spirit than to the letter in decidin<;whether or not to start new projects. 

Dr КНЛTRI (Libya) reviewed thr• situation in his country in regard to: the 

training of health personnel; tuberculosis and trachoma; bilharziasis; medical 

installations and facilities; environmental sanitation, with particular reference to 

drinking -water supply; typhus and vital statistics. There were several pockets of 

malaria in Libya and the Government was waiting for a survey team to examine the 

affected areas before embarking on an eradication programme. 

In view of the lack of trained personnel to which he had referred, Libya had to 

depend on WHO, both for international experts and for directors of national projects 

until such time as trained Libyan staff became available. Particular thanks were due 

to UNICEF for providing equipment for mother and child care health centres, nursing 

schools and schools for health assistants and sanitarians. While thanking WHO for 

its assistance and advice, he conveyed his Government's special appreciation of the 

efforts made to select experts with the necessary linguistic ability and to obtain 

their release. 

In conclusion, he suggested that the Regional Director and his рubliс• health 

advisers should visit the countries of the Region more frequently, as such visits 

were one of the best ways of promotin. close collaboration between the Regional Office 

and health administrations and an understanding cf the ;r•:tlens n either side. 
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Dr ANOUTI (Lebanon), after mentioning the tuberculosis control, rural health and 

malaria eradication projects in progress in his country, said that his Government was 

actively engaged in work on health education of the public, maternal and child health, 

the prevention of communicable diseases, and the education of health personnel. The 

main responsibility was borne by his Government. 

He wished to acknowledge the help received from WHO and the Regional Office 

under the leadership of its most competent and understanding Director. 

Dr ТАВА; Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean, thanked the delegates 

for their tributes. 

In reply to the delegate of Iran, he said that the Organization had been 

considering the advisability of setting up an institute on nutrition in the Eastern 

Mediterranean,' similar to the Institute of Nutrition of Central America and Panama. 

He suggested that the subject be placed on the agenda of the. 'АО/нО seminar on 

nutrition which was to .meet in Cairo during the current year. 

In reply to the delegate of the United Arab Republic in connexion with 

bilharziasis, he explained that the importance of the problem was fully recognized, 

but in view if the !till incomplete state of knowledge as to the most effective 

lethod for the control and treatment of this disease, it was necessary to continue 

with pilot projects which could provide much information and data. Bilharziasis work 

in the Region was being expanded and would continue to include the evaluation of 

molluscicides as control measures, and the study of irrigation problems, especially 

their engineering aspects. 

There was also to be an increase in the programme of work on smallpox. A 

regional survey team, including an epidemiologist and a laboratory expert, was to 
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start operations in October 195e. It was hoped that the team would visit all 

countries in the Region and advise governments and the Regional Off ice on 

eradication measures. Assistance was also being provided for the production cf 

dried vaccine, which was more suitable for use in the Region than the lymph. The 

Regional Office was providing lycphili.zation apparatus and sending an expert out 

with it to advise national health administrations on its use. The Office was 

also granting fellowships in this field. It hoped to continue that programme 

until all countries in the Region were producing their own dry vaccine. 

In reply to the delegate cf Sudan, he agreed that c7 ose co- ordination was 

required with adjacent countries having similar problems, if Inc? cerciasis and 

sleeping- sickness were to be controlled and subsequently eradicated. There was 

a free exchange of information with the African Region alrady on these problems, 

?nd it was hoped that the projects in эudan would also provide useful. information. 

In regard to malaria eradication in Ethiopia, he said that control teams 

and pre -eradication teams would be providing the required preliminary information. 

He hoped that a campaign would be inaugurated as soon as it was known to be 

feasible. 

In reply to the delegate of Jordan on the subject of communicable eye 

diseases, he said that the report cf the WHO expert had also confirmed the 

importance of that problem in Jordan and a project was being planned to assist 

the Government in the control campaign starting in 1959. 

Answering the delegate of Tunisia on the iuгΡ.stic.n of endemic tuberculosis, 

he pointed out the difficulty caused by the fact that, reliable statistical data 

cf incidence rates was not available. survey of various countries in the Region 

was to begin towards the end of 1958 in order to ascertain the exact incidence 

of tuberculosis.in the Region. Aft' r r•:ferring to the pilot project in Тunisia 

on the evaluation of chemotherapy and chemoprcphylaxis of tuberculosis, he said 

that a project was planned to start on a control and demonstration 1:a si.s in 1�5). 
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In conclusion, he assured the Comittee that all the suggestions made would be 

taken into account in preparin, future projects. He thanked delegates for their words 

of appreciation of the work of the hegional Office. 

Chanter 17: western Pacific Region 

Dr FANG, Regional Directеe for the Wе х ern Pacific, noted that, in spite of 

georaphical, social and political difficulties, the first seven years had seen 

progress and an increasing awareness in the Region of the importance of planning 

which had contributed, in some countries, to the emerence cf a more definite pattern 

of health administration, and in others to a decentralization of services, although 

lack of funds and personnel had made lоng -term planning difficult in many countries. 

More interest was also being; shown in comprehensive rather than specialized programmes 

and services were slowly being extended to rural areas as more personnel became 

available. 

The appointment of area representatives had led to closer contacts with 

governments and a better and mere realistic understanding of their needs, that in turn 

had led to better co- ordination of aid received from the different agencies and to 

the determining of priorities when all government requests could not be granted. 

The Regional Committee had recognized the importance of inter -country programmes 

on many occasions. Such prоJrrеmmes had included visits by a mobile advisory team on 

yaws to a number of territories, which visits had reoulted in the emergence of a 

pattern of yaws eradication suitable for future application elswhere. Other inter - 

country programmes were: zenal environmental sanitation seminars; a successful health 

education seminar organized in collaboration with the South Pacific Commission; and 

the first venereal -disease control seminar, which had taken place in March 1958. 

А public health conference. and study tour had been held following the eighth 

session of the Regional Committee. The study tour had aroused so much interest 
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that the Gcverrnaent of the Philippines had agreed to arrange a similar tour after 

the ninth session. It seemed that such arrangements might become part of the 

routine activities of the Regional Committee in future years. 

Seven malaria control programmes were in operation, two being eradication 

campaigns. The importance of control in adjacent territories had been recognized 

and two inter -country boards 1,ad been established. 

Hе then reviewed programmes on maternal and child health and nursing where lack 

of personnel was the chief difficulty. Almost every country in the Region had 

received WHO assistance for the improvement of nursing and education services. 

After describing current trends in education and training programmes and the 

range of fellowships granted, he said project evaluation had become an important 

regional activity during the past year. Periodic evaluation made it possible to 

see that projects were adapted to the changing needs of governments and so ensured 

maximum effectiveness. It was felt that in a number of projects the time was 

approaching when international staff could be withdrawn, leaving national staff to 

carry on. Short -term consultant visits would supply any expert advice required. 

In that way, it was hoped to free funds for new activities hitherto impossible in 

view of the number of continuing projects. 

In the Western Pacific Region, assistance was still required in almost every 

field of public health. With the continued co- operation and interest of Member 

States it was expected that progress which had been slow so far would be rather more 

rapid in the years to come. 

Dr VANN (Cambodia) expressed his Government's gratitude to WHO for its assistance 

particularly in the field of public health, communicable diseases, social diseases and 
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maternal and child health services. Hе gave an account of those activities in 1957 

and of work in malaria eradication, school health, medical education and the 

development of rural health demonstration centres. 

He expressed his particular concern at the impending termination of assistance 

in the BCG vaccination of children, in spite. of his Government's determination to 

make the programme nation -wide. 

After thanking the Regional Director for the assistance which he had been able 

to provide, he pointed out that problems arising from lack of personnel and 

environmental sanitation remained to be solved. Lack of personnel was particularly 

acute in public health, lis country still needed international assistance with those 

problems. 

Dr LE VAN КНАI (Viet Nam) informed the Committee that all the programmes in his 

country had proceeded satisfactorily during 1957 and particularly those assisted by 

WHO and UNICEF, for whose help the Government was most grateful. 

After mentioning the two main projects - those for the eradication of malaria 

and the development of rural health - he expressed the hope that a secretary of the 

Уalaria Co- ordination Board would be appointed as soon as possib e. His Government 

had agreed that the Co- ordination Board should be in Saigon. He would welcome the 

Regional Director's comments on the appointment. 

His country had made good use of the seminars, conferences, and study tours 

arranged by the Regional Office and he wished to congratulate the Regional Director 

on his devoted service to WHO and to the cause of health in the Western Pacific. 

Dr YEN (China) agreed with the I.egional Director that the study tour had been 

most valuable. Not only the visitors but also the hosts had benefited by the 

experience. He welcomed the. promise of similar arrangements for the future. 
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fields. Dr Fang and his staff had contributed considerably to the strengthening of 

the health services in the Region, particularly in New Guinea. The study tour in 

1957 for senior administrators,which had included visits to Japan and China, ha been 

most enlightening. 

In conclusion, Dr Bierdrager said that he was looking forward with keen interest 

to the meetings in the new headquarters building in Manila, which was now under 

construction, thanks to the generosity and co- operation of the Philippines and other 

countries that had contributed. 

Dr GARСIA (Philippines) expressed the appreciation of his Government for the 

support extended by the Secretariat and all other delegations to his Governments 

proposal for the construction of the Regional Office Headquarters in Manila. He 

understood that the headquarters building would bo used for the next regional 

committee meeting; the conference hall would be completed,though'the rest of the 

building might be delayed for a month or so. 

He expressed satisfaction at the co- operation extended by the. Regional Director 

and endorsed his remarks to the effect that steady and orderly progress had been made. 

That there were problems was understandable when one realized the wide area of the 

Region and the fact that it included such a large number of islands. The decisions 

by the Regional Director seemed to be taken upon a basis of decentralization, which 

was both sound and practical. 

Although co- operation between his Government and the Organization had been most 

satisfactory during the past five years, he requested that there should be more 

co- operation between personnel of the Regional Office and the non -governmental 

professional and non -professional associations in the various countries. Medical 

associations naturally regarded statements coming from regional office staff as 

authoritative and carrying a certain moral compulsion. He suggested also that the 

educational survey made in his country two years previoi'siy be followed up, 
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It was necessary that the medical education in the Western Pacific Region be consiste.. 

with the most modern standards and that undergraduates who would be going into the 

pudic health field should realize the ethics of public service and should assimilate 

the values of the merit system at an early stage. 

As an illustration of the interest of the administration of his country in the 

work of the Organization, he would like to repeat certain statements he had made to 

the scientific and health committee of the Philippines Senate. With regard to malaria 

there had been a substantial reduction of the disease in the Philippines as a result 

of the residual house spraying which took place in the years 1954 -1957. In addition, 

a quarter of a million people had been given medical treatment each year. Such 

progress had been made by 1956 that the estimated target date for completion of 

malaria eradication in the country had been sot for 1962. The Philippines Government 

had provided about 11 000 000 pesos сo finance that programme. The United States of 

America had provided technical and material assistance in helping to free the people 

from the scourge that was malaria. 

During the past four and a half years, more than 4000 new cases of leprosy had 

been discovered and sent to sanatoria, and more than 4000 new patients had been 

discovered and treated in mobile and stationary skin clinics. Nearly 2С00 patients 

had become negative and been discharged, but there were still more than 1400 negative 

patients awaiting discharge. There was an increasingly enlightened attitude on the 

part of the people towards leprosy. The segregation law had been liberalized, and the 

disease was botter understood. However, in many countries there was still the probler 

that negative cases were not readily accepted back into the community, and it was 

desirable that the public be educated so that such cases would be more readily accepte 

and would not remain a burden on the community. 
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During the past four and a half years the laboratory diagnostic services had 

examined more than half a million specimens. Naar1y 82 000 000 cc of vaccines, sera 

and toxoids had been produced for health agencies in the Philippines and neighbouring 

Asian countries; these included human rabies, veterinary rabies, dried vaccine virus 

vaccines, antitetanus, antidysenteric, anticobra venom sera, BCG vaccine, tuberlin 

dilution, diphtheria toxoid and tetanus toxoid. 

Teams from different parts of the world, including one from the Communicable 

Diseases Center, Pittsburgh, had visited the Philippines and had found that the 

people living in that part of the world enjoyed partial inherent immunity from 

poliomyelitis. 

Hе wished to put on record his Government's appreciation for the contributions 

made by international organizations, particularly WHO, and by the United States 

International Co- operation Administration. The fact that his Government had increased 

by four times its budget for health purposes since l91 was a manifestation of its 

Support for the international agencies. 

Because of the co- operation given by WHO in technical assistance, it had been 

possible to build an additional sixteen buildings to alleviate the congested 

conditions at the mental health hospital, and it was hoped that soon every hospital 

would have a few beds for acute mental cases. 

He extended his thanks to the Government of Australia for its contribution of 

$ 50 000 towards the construction of the Regional Office in Manila, and expressed his 

appreciation for the co- operation of other delegations in this regard. 

Dr Pyung Hak LEE (Republic of Korea) expressed his gratitude for the outstanding 

services rendered to his country by WHO through the Regional Office for the Western 

Pacific and also for the humanitarian assistance given by UNICEF, particularly for 

lhild nutrition. 

The most striking improvement in recent years was the remarkable decrease in acute 

communicable disеa,ses, particularly smallpox. By means of compulsory vaccination 

with vaccine produced by the National Institute in Seoul, the number of smallpox 
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patients had decreased remarkably and was now less than ten in a year out of a 

population of 23 000 000. However, poliomyelitis, epidemic encephalitis and 

influenza were becoming more significant. The incidence of tuberculosis was still 

very high; active patients were estimated at 3.5 per cent. of the entire population. 

Although over 2 000 000 children had been immunized with BCG vaccine since 1952 and 

176 out -patient clinics were орегаtјnг throughout the country as an ICA project, many 

problems still remained to be solved technically, particularly the production of BCG 

vaccine and proper methods of ambulatory treatment with effective protective measures 

for contacts. 

He expressed his gratitude to the Organization for extending the malaria eradica- 

tion campaign to his country. A survey had been made in his country in preparation 

for the arrival of the WHO malaria specialists. 

With regard to the control campaign against clonbrchiasis, this disease might be 

more important than malaria as far as morbidit'; r was concerned; more than a million 

patients were affected. Problems of health education, control of the intermediate 

host and proper method of treatment remained to be solved, but he was grateful for 

the steps already taken by the Regional Office. 

Dr TURВbТТ ( lciг Zcsland) cxpr'eescd his appreciation, оn behalf вf the Sout1 Pгcif 

Health Board, for the assistance given to the Suva Medical•School. His Government 

was grateful for the assistance given, by means of the health education training 

course, to Samoa, the Cook Islands and Niue, and for the assistance in regard to yaws 

control in Western Samoa. 

Reference had been made to the dangers of atomic radiation. This subject was 

to be discussed later, and delegates would probably be thinking of fall -out rather 

than of the peaceful uses of atomic energy. However, on the basis of nineteen years 

of experience, New Zealand had found that the radiation danger within a 
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country from the use of X. -rays and radioactive substances, unless controlled, was 

greater than the danger from fall -out. New Zealand had been watching for genetic . 

hazards, and had taken a three -month analysis of the use of diagnostic X-rays to 

assess the genetic load of radiation from X -rays used on people. It offered its 

services to other countries for training in safety protection techniques and 

generally watching this aspect of public health. His Government had passed the 

Radioactive Substances Act in 19L.9 and had set up the Radiological Advisory Council, 

which (3çtmdil, hat( drown up;;,rcculatinn@ •fon radiation _ protection. Ui}der these 

regulations the principle was laid down that no person should be exposed to more than 

the maximum permissible dosage and that the licence holder was responsible for any ill 

effects if the protective regulations were not carried out. A widespread educational 

campaign was carried out among all the users of diagnostic X -rays. The physicists 

set out to educate radiation workers in the safety aspects for themselves and for 

others. A reduced dosage to patients was accomplished by such means as added 

filtration, the use of higher kilovoltage, and faster films. In oоe cases the 

patient dosage was reduced to about one -twentieth of the original patient dose, 

' while still retaining all the diagnostic detail in the resultant film. Films were 

worn by all radiation workers and these were analyzed over seven years. The analysis 

showed a gradual reduction in the amount of radiation received by the workers, and 

this amount was now remarkably low. 

Users of radioactive substances were all licensed, and wore films which were 

analysed. Fall -out was continually monitored. Collecting stations carried out 

chemical processing and dosimetric evaluation of samples of rainwater, atmosphere, 

soils and biological materials such as fish and plankton. 

In the field of therapy, equipment such as deep X -ray and cobalt beam units was 

all calibrated at least twice yearly, and the test film service was provided to all 

workers. 
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Although New Zealand had the necessary powers to control this danger, it had 

not been necessary to use those powers, because radiation safety had been achieved 

not by laws and regulations but by the co- operation of understanding workers. New 

Zealand offered its experience and facilities in regard to radiation studies to 

other countries wishing to take advantage of them. 

Dr RAE (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) felt that the 

activities of WHO during 195 7 had been amply shown and merely wished ti express his 

apprвeiation of the work of WHO throughout the world and his sincere thanks to all 

the regional directors for their tremendous efforts. 

Dr SULIAN TI (Indonesia) regretted that the delegate of the Netherlands had 

brought up the controversial issue of West New Guinea. On behalf of her Govern- 

ment, she wished to state that West New Guinea, that is, the area west of 141° E 

longitude, was part of the Republic of Indonesia, constituting a part of the 

province of Irian Barat. The occupation of this easterly part of Indonesia by the 

Government of the Netherlands continued to prevent its population from enjoying the 

rights and privileges of the Indonesians living in the other parts of her country. 

Dr LEE (United States of America).complimбnted the Director -General and the 

regional directors and their staffs on their excellent reports and the work they 

had done during the past year. He was particularly pleased that such emphasis was 

given to malaria eradication, and in this connexion there were indications cf con - 

stderable progress. 

He supported the comments by the New Zealand delegate on the importance of 

Member governments developing controls and standards on the effects of radiation 

uses in communities. His Government also had been carrying out fall -out tests on 
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rain, soil and water in the Pacific, and was embarking on a programme to establish 

standards and regulations regarding the use of such equipment as g -ray machines. 

Further evidence of the value of the various health services rendered by WHO 

was to be found in the establishment of the Centre for authentic Chemical Sub - 

stances-in- Stxkholsu -azrd. in the translation into Spanish of the International 

фhаrmaсopоеiа. Other valuable developments were the preparation of tables for 

use in determining the potability of water and the preparation of a guide to 

statistical methodology in malaria work. 

Dr ВIERDRA,GER (Netherlands) regretted that it should be necessary to reply 

to the statement by the delegate of Indonesia, who had made an observation about 

the status of Netherlands New Guinea. He wished to point out that these observa- 

tions were of a political nature, and the discussion of such political issues was 

outside the scope of competence of the Committee. He would confine himself to 

saying that sovereignty over, the western part of New Guinea had been specifically 

excluded from the transfer of sovereignty from the Netherlands to the Republic of 

Indonesia in December 1949 and that consequently the sovereignty of Netherlands 

New Guinea rested with the Netherlands, which therefore rightfully exercised the 

right to fulfil obligations resulting from this sovereignty. 

М deсin- Colonel ВЕRNA,RD (France) associated himself with the congratulations 

that had been extended to all the regional directors for the manner in which they 

had carried out their work, 

le CHAIRMAN лskеd_Dr Fang to answer the questions put to him during the 

dit4oU38ion. 
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L acknowledging the words of praise for himself and his staff, repl_' 

that the successes achieved had been largely due to the co- operation and under- 

standing of Member governments. 

In regard to the question raised by the delegate of Viet Nam as to the 

arrival nf the secretary of the Malaria Co- ordination Board, he apologized for 

the delay in the matter, but it was necessary to have not only a first -class 

malariologist but one who was bilingual. Such a person nad been found but could 

not come to his duty station until October, 1958. 

On the matter of a study tour raised by the delegate of China, he was in 

favour of this being a feature nf future regional committees. Arrangements were 

being made for a two -day tour in the vicinity of Manila during the Regional 

Committee meeting to be held in September. 

With regard to the progress on the headquarters building in Manila, he wished 

to report that the ground had been broken on lL March and the work was making 

considerable progress. It was hoped that the conference hall would be ready for 

the Regional Committee meeting in September and that the main building would be 

ready before the end of l9. 

The questions raised by the delegate of the Philippines were rather complica- 

ted, and to save the time of the Committee, and because of his close contacts with 

the Secretary of Health in Manila, he would prefer to discusa those matters with 

him in person. 

The СHАIRM�N thanked all the regional directors for their valuable wo± in 

their respective regions. 
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Chanter 18: С -- orgin.a �i п of work with the other Org înnizationç 

Chapter 19: Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance for Economic Development 

Dr КAUL (Assistant Director -General, Department of Advisory Services) said 

that chapters 18 and.19 contained essentially material presented in other parts 

of the report, as they covered the various activities of the Organization. 

Item 6.13 of the agenda also dealt with co- operation with other organizations, 

and this would give an opportunity to discuss this subject in more detail. 

Similarly, item 6.6 of the agenda dealt with the Expanded Programme of Technical 

Assistance, and the Committee might leave this subject to be reviewed when that 

item was taken up. . 

The СHAIRМAN suggested that, if there were no comments on these two chaptег: 

the Committee might proceed to consider the draft resolution. 

Draft Resolution on the Annual Report for 1957 

Dr KAUL drew attention to the fact -that the Committee on Administration, 

Finance and Legal Hatters-had dealt with those pats of the Annual Report of the 

Director -General dealing with, administrative and financial matters and had 

recommended to this Committee a paragraph- (k11 /P&B /21)'to be incorporated in 

whatever resolution might be proposed to the Health Assembly or. the Annual Report. 

If the recommendation of the Committee on administration, Finance and Legal 

Matters were agreed to, the following draft resolution might be considered: 

The Eleventh World Health Assembly, 

Having reviewed the Annual Report of the Director-General on the work 
of WHO in 195 7, 

1. NOTES with satisfaction thе manner in which the programme was planned 

and carried out during 1957, in accordance with the established policies 
of the Organization; 

2. NOTES with satisfaction that the administrative and financial affairs 
of the Organization, as described -in the Annn al Report of the Director- - 
General, are sound; and 

З. СОI1м DS the Ua_rector- General for the work accomplished. 
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Decision: The draft resolution was approved without change. 

2. STАTEMEI'1 T BY THE REPRESEN TATIVE OF THE IN TE1�1t,TI0,dliL UNION G�IlN ST THE 
VENEREAL D1SF15ES 

Dr СL/�R3 (International Union Against the Venereal Diseases and the 

Treponematoses), speaking at the invitation of the Chairman, said that his Union 

was composed of a large number of national Member agencies and individuals in- 

terested in the venereal diseases and treponematoses. 'Ihe Union had enjoyed 

official relations with WHO since the inception of WHO and was in complete agree- 

ment with the Venereal Disease and Treponematoses Section of WHO that those 

diseases were still important health problems. It was essential that WHO, UNIСE_F 

and the Union continue to co- operate if progress was to be made towards eradica- 

tion of those diseases, the Union contributing by developing the understanding and 

support of the public for the programme. 

Despite the downward trend of total rates of venereal syphilis and yaws in 

many nations, there was evidence of continuing problems in smaller local areas 

within them. The occurence of syphilis was usually higher in ports than in 

inland cities and this emphasized the problem of transfer of infection from ogle 

country to another. The Union heartily supported the adoption of the resolution 

passed by the Executive Board of WHO in January 1958 (ЕВ21.R17) requesting the 

Director- General to undertake a study of the nature and extent of health problems 

of seafarers, and to indicate possible further needs and ways by which health 

services could be provided in major ports. Не emphasized the importance of the 

international spread of communicable diseases. 

The decline in reported total syphilis had been continuous until recently, 

and the success in control had no doubt been due to constant vigilance, the use 
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of penicillin, adequate diagnostic and treatment facilities, and a general interest 

in controlling the disease. However, vigilance must not be relaxed. There was 

evidence that the post -war decline in the incidence of venereal diseases had in- 

spired a false confidence, and he warned against over -optimism in areas where 

great progress had been made in yaws control. He quoted correspondence with 

experts in different countries substantiating the importance of supporting action 

on an international basis. 

Even in areas where national data were available, it was possible that im- 

portant local problems were concealed by the national figures. An example was 

the United States, where in 1957 primary and secondary syphilis had declined 

slightly in the country as a whole but had risen in twenty-five cities and twenty 

states. Early latent syphilis had shorn a very slight rise in the United States 

as a whole, but there had been increases in nineteen cities and twenty -one states. 

The main objectives of the International Union were to facilitate the study 

of questions relating to venereal diseases and treponematoses from the internation- 

al point of view to ensure the carrying out of measures designed to prevent the 

spread from country to country; to aid in the centralization of information re- 

lating to research; and to disseminate educational information on these diseases. 

Those objectives led the Union to make the following recommendations: constant 

surveillance of venereal disease conditions, with awaremеss of the dangers of over- 

optimism; standardization of diagnostic and treatment procedures; the institution 

of a world-wide programme designed to eradicate yaws by an extensive case -finding 

and treatment programme before people in the affected arias developed 

sensitivity to penicillin; emphasis on more rigid vigilance against syphilis in 

areas where great progress had been made in yaws control; more emphaais'on 
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cc- ordination of research in the venereal disease and treponematosis field; period, 

regional seminars on venereal diseases and treponematoses; and present -day renew::_ 

of the Brussels Agreement. 

The CHLIRNLN thanked Dr Clark for his valuable sta éemer_t. 

The meeting rose at 12.15 p.m. 


