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1. REVIEW OF WORK DURING 1957: ANNUAL REPORT OF TIE 
Item 6.]д of the Agenda (Official Records No. 82; Document Аll /Р&в /5) (continued) 

Chapter•5. Education and training •(continued) 

Dr SULIANТI (Indonesia) stressed the need for training greater numbers of 

better qualified paramedical personnel, especially in under- developed countries 

which had to rely a great deal on that type of personnel for their campaigns against 

the major communicable diseases. 

In accordance with WHOis policy of integrating health services, her Government 

was re- training numbers of auxiliary personnel to make them multi- purpose. She 

noted that the type of paramedical auxiliary used for the same sort of work varied 

from country to country and illustrated the point by reference to the type of 

auxiliary used in environmental sanitation programmes in Burma and in the United 

Kingdom. She therefore suggested that WHO make an overall study of the best type 

of education and training for paramedical personnel in an integrated health service. 

Dr Pyung Ha.k LEE (Republic of Korea) noted that over one thousand fellowships 

had been awarded during the year 1957; that was an extremely satisfactory figure 

but he felt that in- service training programmes and the functioning of training 

institutes required further study. His Government would welcome WHO guidance 

in the development of such institutes, which were of recent foundation in his 

country. 

Dr RAMIREZ ELIAZ (Ecuador) paid a tribute to WНO and its experts for the 

valuable guidance provided in matters of policy and the lead given in the solution 

of technical problems. As a result, the health administrations of all countries - 

both the highly and the less highly developed - had been able to bring about a 

substantial improvement in the general level of health. 
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Lnviгог1тental sanitation and health education were recognized in Ecuador as 

being of fundamental importance and during the past twq years had been given the 

iacessary impetus thanks to the Government's efforts, WHO's technical advice and 

the financial support of UNICEF' and the United States International Co- operation 

administration. Two eradication campaigns of the WHO pattern were in progress - 

against smallpox and against malaria. Their success would be another triumph of 

4.10 in a field where success had seemed impossible. . 

Following on Chapters 4 and 5 and with particular reference to Chapter 3 of 

the Report, he pointed out that infant mortality was still the major problem of a 

number of countries and that environmental sanitation and health education could 

contribute most to reducing it. The provision of adequate supplies of the best 

possible quality of water was the most important aspect of the environmental sani- 

tation programme because good water was essential for the prevention of the inf antil., 

diarrhoea which was responsible for a large number of deaths. He appealed for 

more emphasis en the maternal and child health programme, not only in the form of 

resolutions, but through financial assistance. Progress could also be achieved 

by ensuring that physicians received adequate training in public health and pre- 

, ventive medicine which should be included in those curricula where it was not already 

present. 

Turning to a problem which to his mind was as important to future generations 

as the peaceful uses of atomic energy, he said that the primary interest of all 

present, as human beings, was that mankind should prosper and increase. It was 

for that reason that so much attention was being paid to the preservation of health, 
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to the increase of man's expectation of life, to nutrition and the discovery , f 1W 

foods by means of which it was hoped to bring under cultivation and populate vast 

tracts of neglected territory. But that most humane and valuable work could be 

brought to nothing in the space of a few generations if new methods of birth con- 

trol, now becoming available, were used indiscriminately. He appealed to WHO tc 

embark on a study of the matter, at the earliest possible moment, probably in col - 

laboraticn with economists, philosophers and teachers, and to see whether it was not 

desirable that contraceptives should be subject to the kind of national and inter- 

national control applied to drugs. 

Dr GARCIA (Philippines) said that during the past four years, the Department 

of Health had placed great emphasis on the education and training of health per- 

sonnel. The Department of Health was responsible for all types of health training 

whether given in private or public institutions, independent organizations or 

government agencies. 

The first step towards an integrated health service had been to establish a 

national office to facilitate and co- ordinate training. Five regional training 

centres had then been created and each would be eventually expanded to become a com- 

prehensive medical centre combining hospital care and nursing education with public - 

health training and programmes, and with training in the many disciplines involved 

in the various aspects of preventive and curative medicine. 

The Institute of Hygiene of the University of the Philippines had been training 

physicians in public health since 1927. In 1954, it accepted the added respon- 

. sibility of developing a comprehensive curriculum, to include at graduate level 

public health engineering, public health nursing and health education. From then 

en, the Department of Health had sent larger numbers of its key personnel to the 

Institute. The Department had received four advisory staff members and h numb,:r 
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of fellowships for faculty members from the United States International Co- operation 

A.dministration; it had also received assistance for libraries and laboratories. 

The need for university education in hospital administration was being recognized 

and it was likely that the Institute of Hygiene would be expanded to give that 

training. 

The Philippine Institute of Malariology had a staff of 84 persons who had 

trained 369 Philippine nationals (41 physicians, 21 engineers and 307 technicians); 

34 foreign nationals; 10 WHO fellows, and 1 United States Air Force technician. 

Aware that no training could take the place of basic education in the biological, 

physical and social sciences, in the training of health personnel, the Department of 

Health was planning to strengthen basic education. One of the steps already taken 

was, with the assistance of the International Co- operation Administration, to send 

the deans of the four leading medical schools, abroad, to study the developments 

in modern medicine. In addition, 34I. members of the teaching staff of the University 

Colleges of Medicine and Nursing and from government schools had studied abroad 

and many had received advanced degrees. 

To improve the intern training of nurses and physicians, eight hospitals and 

seven schools of nursing had received technical advisory services and material 

assistance from the International Co-operation Administration. In addition, two 

private schools of nursing and three medical schools were given assistance in par- 

ticipant training and fellowships to enable staff to study in the United States. 

A total of 151 Filipinos had been provided with ICA /NEC fellowships to study 

in the United States during the past four years while the Department of Health had 

trained 54 foreign nationals from six different Asian countries. Of the ICA /NEC 

fellows, 94 were directly engaged in basic training and educational activities, 

among them 17 teaching the basic medical specialties and 17 basic nursing. The 

remainder were engaged in general public-health and laboratory in- service training. 



Al1/P&B/Min/3 
page 6 

Personnel training and health education staffs, consisting of 67 professional 

and about 137 auxiliary workers, were merged in 1953 to provide close co-ordination 

and integration of their functions. Nearly four thousand health personnel had 

received in- service training in the five regional training centres or the central 

office. They included 513 physicians, 1138 nurses, 9112 midwi'ves, 747 sanitary 

inspectors, 14 health technicians, 25 X -ray technicians, 14 health educators, the 

rest being quarantine officials, laboratory assistants, pathologists, etc. In 

addition, short -term training (2 to 3 weeks) had been given to 1810 affiliates from 

nursing schools and 978 affiliates from 7јdWifгу - schools during the past three 

years. Those workers were in rural health units, municipal training hospitals, 

laboratories, or staffing the special programmes of malaria, tuberculosis, and 

schistosomiasis control. The 67 professional staff of the central office not only 

provided health services to the people, but also engaged in health education work 

covering about eight thousand adult and teen -age study groups, focd services and 

market workers! classes. Half a million people had been covered by the clinics 

and another 333 000 had been influenced by the home visits made by training per- 

sonnel as they taught others to give services. Nearly four thousand babies had 

been delivered in the process of training nurses and midwives. The training 

laboratories alone had performed half a million tests of eleven types, including 

food and drug analyses and tests of water, urine, faeces, sputum, blood, skin, etc. 

Over two. million people were able to attend the sixteen thousand or more film shows. 

The office had supervised the publication and distribution of over three million 

educational books and pamphlets. 

The activities he had outlined did not include the health education work of 

the staffs of rural health units and provincial administrations. 
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Miss мЕ OLORAS (Grеесе) thanked the Director- General for the invitation ex- 

tended to the International Council of Nurses which she took as a recognition of the 

important part nurses played in all health programmes. She was grateful for the 

privilege of being present at the Health Assembly. 

She acknowledged the assistance which Greece had received in the past in the 

form of scholarships from the Rockefeller Foundation, the American Red Cross and 

the League of Red Cross Societies. Greece had also received assistance after the 

war from American nurses, through UNRRA, in establishing a nursing section in the 

Ministry of Health. The existence of that section had made it easier to provide 

better and more uniform training for nurses. 

In the field of public health, the School for Hygienists, founded with the 

help of the Rockefeller Foundation, had reorganized its services with the assistance 

of WHO and its consultants, as result of which hygienists and public health 

physicians were able to contribute increasingly to campaigns against communicable 

diseases. She wished to pay a special tribute to the WHO consultants, the Regional 

Office for Europe, and to visiting nurses from the United States of America, and 

the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland for the help they had 

provided for Greek health education, and to the Scandinavian countries for the 

assistance to childrenIs hospitals. 

Rehabilitation work with children was carried out by the Ministry of Social 

Welfare and the Greek "Save the Children" Fund, reinforced by UNICEF, and a team 

for the establishing of a rehabilitation centre had beeii formed in the United 

Kingdom. The Hellenic Red Cross had been instrumental in the training of professional 

and auxiliary workers in occupational therapy, and had been materially helped by the 

Hellenic Society for Handicapped Children. She drew particular attention to a post- 

graduate course to be established by the Ministry of Health, the Hellenic Red Cross, 

and the Hellenic Association of Nurses, under the auspices and with the collaboration 

of WHO, which she was convinced would be very successful. 
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Dr BEZEA (Romania) said that in his country in 1948, institutes of medicine, 

with faculties of general medicine, hygiene, paediatrics, and stom' atolo у ie : ъе'еп 

created to meet th. urgent need 'for medical personnel of all grades. Those insti- 

tut:.s } d been able to provide a large number of higher grade personnel in a 

relatively short time. Particular attention had been paid to preventive medicine 

in order to develop a positive attitude among health personnel, 

As the most urgent needs were met, there arose a tendency to replace the above 

mentioned specialized courses by a more comprehensive basic training in general 

medicine with particular reference to preventive medicine. Specialization became 

a matter for post -graduate study. The only field in which that tendency did not 

occur was stomatology which, as a result of continued shortage of personnel and 

the special characteristics of the discipline, required the continued existence of 

a separate course. 

Intern and extern training had been reintroduced in order to improve practical 

training. In order to establish an equitable sуstem of promotion, posts had been 

graded and competitive examinations introduced, special attention being paid to the 

maintainance of grading equality between posts in the medical education and in the 

health services themselves. 

Most chief physicians and section chiefs, as well as a large number of 

hospital specialists, followed refresher courses lasting seven to ten months. 

Specialization and refresher courses were provided in university clinics, which took 

the training of young physicians even beyond the end of their basic medical studies; 

scientific research institutions, which provided courses in certain special subjects; 

and the methodology services of regional centres which provided courses of instruction 

based on the particularities of their localities or in preparation for high posts 

in the medical service of the region concerned. 
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The development of the health service and of new networks of specialists had 

created a need for research institutes capable of carrying out the scientific 

groundwork for the health programme as a whole. A large number of research insti- 

tutes had been set up and grouped in eighteen units and five branches employing 

831 research workers. Those figures did not include the staff of the five scientific 

institutes of medicine belonging to the Academy. 

In conclusion, he thanked WHO for the fellowships which had been made available 

to Romania during the past year. They had played an important part in the health 

education programme. 

Dr KHATRI (Libya), after referring to the total lack of trained Libyan phy- 

sicians and nurses, said that two centres for the training of mother and child health 

auxiliaries, a school for nurses and assistant nurses, and an institute for the 

training of health assistants and sanitarians had been set up, with the assistance 

of WHO and UNICEF, during the past two years. Eleven mother and child health 

auxiliaries had already been trained and were at work in the various rural centres 

and twenty -four more were in training. Thirteen young women were training as nurses 

and assistant nurses; twenty -seven students were following the course for health 

assistants; and twenty -three were training as sanitarians. An additional school for 

nurses was to be opened shortly in another province. 

It was hoped that the five training centres mentioned would suffice to train all 

the auxiliary personnel required during the few years to come. 

Libya needed at least four hundred doctors to provide one doctor for every three 

thousand of the population. So far, forty -six Libyans were engaged in medical 

studies under various programmes. He expressed his gratitude to WHO, its Director- 

General, and the Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean for assistance 

received and his deep appreciation of the considerate manner in which his country's 

requests were reviewed. 
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Dr BISSOT (Panama) said that lack of trained personnel was also the gre�tоst 

problem in his country. The emphasis had therefore been laid, in recent years, on 

training courses of various kinds, such as post- graduate courses, seminars, and in- 

service training in an attempt to fill the many vacancies in the Department of 

Public Health as rapidly as possible. 

The difficulty in regard to auxiliary personnel was being overcome more rapidly 

than in regard to medical staff proper. In the Panama medical school, the only one 

in the country, physicians from universities in North America, Europe and Sоuih 

America worked side by side. In spite of their different origins, almost all showed 

the same indifference to preventive medicine. For that reason, his delegation 

strongly supported new orientation of basic medical training towards preventive 

medicine. 

Dr ВAIDYA (Nepal) informed the Committee that under the WHO Technical Assistance 

Programme, two centres had been set up for health assistants. The first students 

had already gone through those institutions and been sent to India to complete their 

training, travel expenses being paid by WHO. When their training had been completed, 

they would be sent to the mountain districts, at present completely without medical 

assistance of any kind. Nepal was divided into nine zones and thirty-two districts, 

and it was hoped that each district would have a medical officer of health in the 

near future. 

He thanked the Director -General for the help which the Orgавization had 

provided in the development of health services in his country. 

Dr VARGAS-VENDEZ (Costa Rica) reminded the Committee that the Organizati onts 

activities were based on requests from Member States, and that if the environmental 

sanitation programme was not as highly developed as might be wished, more emphasis 

would be laid upon it in future programmes if enough requests were forthcoming. There 

was no doubt that environmental sanitation was the very basis of all health programmes. 
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In regard to health education and training, he felt that the Organization had 

done more than had been requested of it' 

He noted with regret that, according to docum .nt Аil /Р0/ (section 4, third 

and fo:2rth paragraphs), of 1 053 fellows, 8 per сспt. had not been suitably employed. 

He appealed to governments to exercise great care in the selection of candidates and 

undertake to provide them with suitable posts in which they could make their careers 

on their return. 

Mention had boon made of a certain reluctance to engage in public health act- 

ivities and it was in that connexion that his appeal was most appropriate. It was 

a matter of political maturity that public health should be considered as a career 

and that government changos should not involve changes of technical personnel. It 

was only a few years ago that a civil service had been created in Costa Rica and it 

had proved most satisfactory in that technical personnel had been able to continue 

in office throughout government changes. It was for the benefit of other countries 

where, perhaps, that situation did not prevail, that he had felt obliged to draw 

attention to the necessity of making public health staff, career personnel. 

Dr КAUL, Assistant Director -General, Administrative Services, said that the 

provision of teachers for pre -medical and pro- clinical training was of great import - 

ance to under- developed countries in view of the limited number of graduates avail- 

able. WHO was providing many teacher- training staff in basic subjects. Visiting 

teams of medical scientists often included a specialist in one or more basic subjects, 

as was the case with the team which visited Iran. The experience of such teams would 

improve future plans. In connexion with clinical subjects, social paediatrics was 

most important for the development and expansion of mother and child health program - 

mes, which WнO was attempting to assist. UNICEF was providing assistance for the 
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creation of Chairs of social paediatrics in teaching institutions. 'rewards thy. end 

of 1957, WHO had convened a study group to consider the position in regard to the 

tc china of paediatrics. (Wld 11th Org. techn. lop. Ser. 119). In that 

connexion, the suggestion which the delegate of India had made at the Committee' s 

second meeting was extremely interesting and would be given careful study. 

In regard to the Second World Conference on Medical Education to be held in 

Chicago, 1959, he said that WHO was co- sponsoring that conference with the World 

Medical Association. Advanced education for general and specialist practice and the 

training of teachers and their collaborators were on the agenda. At the moment, WHO 

was discussing with the World Medical Association the best method of getting preven- 

tive aspects suitably stressed during training. 

In reply to the delegate of the United Arab Republic, he said that the Expert 

Committee on Insecticides, at its seventh session, had reviewed the results of 

research into insect resistance and had considered various types of equipment for 

disinsecting of aircraft (such as automatic permanent installations, single -dose 

disposable dispensers and residual spraying equipment) and had recommended further 

research into the possible use for that purpose of non -toxic and non -irritant insect- 

icide vapours with a view to improving methods of insectization. (rid 11th 

Org, techn. Rep. Ser,..125). The Expert Committee on Sanitation of International 

Airports, which had met early in 1958, had also made recommendations on the subject. 

As regards the training of auxiliary and professional personnel he recalled 

that the Expert Committee on Professional and Technical Education of Medical and 

Auxiliary Personnel, at its third session, had reviewed the question of types and 

levels of health workers including physicians, public health engineers and health 

inspectors. Hе had noted the comments of the delegation of Indonesia and assured 

her that any assistance would be readily given, 
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Chapter 6: Atomic Energy and Health 

Mr GALAGAN (International Atomic Energy Agency) after commending the initi- 

ative shown by WHO in matters of atomic energy and health, outlined the functions' 

and responsibilities of the Agency which according to its Statute, had been set 

up "to seek to accelerate and enlarge the contribution of atomic energy to peace, 

health and prosperity throughout the world ". 

The Intвrnational Atomic Energy Agency was only beginning its work and, for 

its many and varied tasks, would require the assistance and support, not only of 

its members but also of the other international organizations. Its first task 

was to give assistance to members on the training of specialists in the various 

fields of atomic energy. In that connexion, the Agency was providing two hun- 

dred fellowships for basic training in nuclear physics including basic and post- 

graduate training and field practice in various research and training institutes. 

Institutes preparing specialists in use atomic energy in medicine were 

among those to Which fellows would bo sent. 

A group of experts was at the present meeting in Latin America to study 

the possibility of setting up regional training centres. Since the financial 

resources of the Agency were limited, and since other international organizations 

including WHO were also active in that field, co- ordination was essential if 

duplication of effort was to be avoided. 

The second task of the Agency was to work out measures for the protection of 

health and safety, and methods for the disposal of radioactive wastе, as well as 

to draft regulations for the transport of radioactive materials. Preparatory 

work in this field had already been carried out by the International Commission 

on Radiological Protection and the International Labour Office. The Agency was 

responsible for the international co- ordination of work in the above fields. 

In regard to use of radioisotopes in industry, agriculture and medicine, it 

was foreseen that a number of countries right need information on the use and 
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application of radioisotopes in their specific prograпu,ies. The 1-gu. cу thеr.:fо.re 

intended to set up one or more groups of experts, including specialists in medi- 

cine, and those groups would visit countries, on request, to give what assistance 

was required. The Agency might also assist in the purchase of radioisotopes, the 

creation of national laboratories and in obtaining the necessary equipment, 

The Agency was planning two conferences in 1960: one on the use of radioiso- 

topes in industry and second on their use in medicine. Naturally, for the latter, 

the co- operation of WHO would be invited. 

He had referred only to those aspects of the Agencyts work which were direct- 

ly or indirectly linked with questions of health, in order to emphasize that the 

aims of the two organizations were identical in many respects. He was convinced 

that by careful co- ordination of their respective programmes and by close colla- 

boration in day -to -day work the two organizations could make an important contri- 

bution to the prosperity of all countries. 

Dr EL HALAWANI (United Arab Republic) said his Government supported WHOts 

programme and wished to see it intensified, particularly in regard to the protec- 

tion of the population against ionizing radiations. Radiochemistry, particularly 

with reference to strontium 90 in relation to calcium in milk and in connexion 

with rl-liоaсtivв fall -out, and radiobiology in relation to genetics were two of 

the points requiring further study. 

Dr LAYTON (Canada) said that the general principle in Canadian practice was 

that the .,uUlic .,г.1th aspects of atomic energy were dealt with by the National 

Health Administration on behalf of the Atomic Energy Board. 

Dr GARСIA (Philippines) believed that the Organization should adopt a more 

vigorous educational policy in regard to the dangers of atomic radiation, Fourteen 
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countries had formed a new atomic energy organization in South -East Asia and there 

would accordingly be a considerable increase in atomic energy activities in that 

area. Moreover, from his personal experience he know that extremely powerful 

radiological equipment was being utilized in public and private institutions with- 

out adequate lead or cement protection. There was a particularly urgent need to 

stress the dangers for the less -developed countries. 

Dr EVANG (Norway) stated that his Government was very anxious that the Organ- 

ization should conclude a relationship agreement with the International atomic 

Energy Agency as soon as possible. A comparison of their respective terms of 

reference would show the viury large extent to which activities could overlap. 

Changes in regard to atomic energy were taking place very rapidly. For example, 

the permissible level of radiation involving an occupational hazard had again 

recently been reduced by a third. The Organization had certain public health 

responsibilities in regard to atomic energy and might perhaps play a more active 

rol© in regard to such questions. 

Another especially urgent problem which was receiving constant attention in 

many European countries was the possible contamination of milk following the 

utilization of certain long -lived radioisotopes. 

There was a reference on page 13 of the Director -General's report to WHO 

co- operation in preparing background data on the probable effects of disposing of 

radioactive waste in the oceans, Should WHO limit itself only to the preparation 

of background information on such problems? 

He had been interested by the suggestion made by the delegate of Canada, but 

felt that countries would normally organize their services in accordance with 

their own public- health traditions and practices. 
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Professor GRАSHCHENКOV (Union of Soviot Socialist Republics) fully shared 

the opinion which had been expressed by the delegate of the Philippines. But 

there were other noxious effects, especially those resulting from nuclear weapon 

tests. Hе reserved the right of his delegation to speak further on that subject, 

during the discussion of the draft resolution proposed by the Government of the 

USSR (All /P&B /2). 

The atomic energy activities referred to in the report under discussion were 

merely a first step in the work which would have to be done by the Organization. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL wished to refer to a fow points which had been raised; 

the subject under discussion would be dealt with more fully later under item 6.10 

of the Agenda. 

The Executive Board had authorized the Director -General to initiate dis- 

cussions with the International Atomic Energy Agency, with a view to concluding 

an agreement between it and WHO, but there were a number of practical difficul- 

ties, The Statute of the Agency made it responsible for the co- ordination of all 

uses of atomic energy but, as he had pointed cut to the Director -General of the 

Agency at the last meeting of the Administrative Committee on Co- ordination, that 

provision did not alter the Constitution of WHO, which laid down the Organization's 

general responsibilities in regard to health. It was extremely difficult to agree 

that the new agency should be responsible for such matters as the utilization of 

radioisotopes in medicine, or the provision of protection against radiation. Ten 

years of close co- operation with the medical profession had given WHO very special 

qualifications in that regard, while in the Americas, for example, the Organization 

had a long experience of the channel]jng and distribution of radioisotopes. 
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the Organizati'..n had had a very close and regard гiE r_ i tiu1_s!.ip with th., 

United Nations Scientific Committee on the effects. of Atomic Radiation and had 

L..1p..e! t: prepare, the background information -- referred to by the delegate of 

Norway -- which would be included in a report to ne presented to the General 

Assembly of the United Nations in the current year. 

Professor СL':VERO (Spain) believed that the Organization had two main func- 

tions in regard to atomic energy: the training of technical and medical staff, 

and public health measures to ensure protection against radiation. A course in 

radiophysics had been introduced in Spanish medical schools in 1922. Standards 

to be applied in using radioactive elements and safety measures had been laid 

down by the International Commission on Radiol':gical Protection. The real diffi- 

culty was to ensure that those standards иΡюге observed.. In many countries, radi- 

active materials wore being placed at the dispersal of doctors who had no special 

training in their use, and adequate protection was not being provided. Care had 

also to be taken to ensure that what had happened to the first teams who had 

utilized X -rays would not be..repeated, and that proper measures would bu taken 

to.,prevent pollution of the atmosphere and the water supplies. 

Dr GARCIA (Philippines) agreed with the delegate of Spain that standards war_ 

already. in existence. Atomic energy techniques were so new iii the less -developed 

countri'ee however, that many people were net even awarь of the dangers involved; 

hence the need to devote particular attention to that aspect of protection. 
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Chapter 7: Epidemiology and health statistics 

Dr BISSOT (Panama), referring to the second last paragraph of the chapter, said 

there was a great danger that importation of smallpox by international traffic might 

increase still further if adequate measures to prevent it were not taken, 

ERs JILL (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said his 

Government was very satisfied with the studies published in recent years but would 

like to see more of them. While realizing that demands on space in the Bulletin 

in particular might tend to crowd out epidemiological and health statistics studies, 

his delegation would like to suggest that VIII should revert to its former excellent 

practice of providing statistical commentaries in the monthly Epidemiological and 

Vital Statistics Report, A decision on that subject need not await th e outcome of 

the organizational study referred to under item 6.12 of the Agenda. 

Professor SIGURJINSSON (Iceland) wondered if the Secretariat had any information 

about the extent to which the Manual of the International Statistical Classification 

of Diseases, Injuries, and Causes of Death was being followed by national statistical 

offices, especially in regard to the notification of the cause of death, 

Dr TIMMERMAN (Assistant Director -General, Department of Central Technical 

Services) agreed with the delegate of Panama about the necessity of taking measures 

to prevent the importation of smallpox through international traffic. 

The point raised by the delegate of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland had been under consideration for some time in the Secretariat, and 

it might be possible to publish material again in the monthly reports, as formerly. 

� 
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• Hе believed that the Manual of International Statistical Classiïicatiün was 

being increasingly followed, and that there would be greater uniformity in the way in 

ich dcat. s wera rep.�rtcd by the various countries. . 

Chapter 8: Drugs and other thera.eutic substances 

• 

Dr ENGEL (Sweden) pointed out that new preparations were often on the market a 

long time before they could be included in the national or international pharmacopoeias 

Swedish authorities were wondering if some more flexible method could not be found in 

view of the speed with which new preparations were now being placed on the market. 

Dr SLIM (Tunisia) wondered if experts could be placed at the disposal of the less - 

developed countries for long or even short periods to help them produce certain simple 

preparations locally, thus avoiding heavy import expenditure. 

-Dr 'ARIA DйELEN (Federal Republic of Germany) stated that it was proposed to 

amend existing food laws in Germany with a view to prohibiting in principle the use of 

chemical food additives; such additives would be tolerated only so far as they could. 

be shown to be necessary in the common interest, and after thorough pharmacological 

examination. Decisions in the latter regard would be made on the basis of the guiding 

principles laid down jointly by eú10 and FAO. The Bill would probably be published in 

autumn 1958, and implementing regulations would become effective a year later. 

Dr SHАУМА (dudan) referred to an addiction -producing drug, khat, widely cultiv- 

ated in East Africa and along the Red Sea. Its effects were very similar to those 

produced by the cla ssic drugs. Legislation to prevent cultivation of the drug in the 

Sudan would not in itself suffice to stamp out the evil, and he hoped WHO would use its 

influence to prevent cultivation in the neighbouring States. 
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'Dr METCАLFË (Australia) stated that Australian experience seemed to indicate that 

many countries were not imposing the necessary biological standards on exported drugs, 

Dr TINNERМAN (Assistant Director -General, Department of Central Technical 

Services) agreed with the delegate of Sweden that new pharmaceutical preparations 

were being placed very rapidly on the market - often as little as six months after 

discovery; that scarcely allowed sufficient time for a proper evaluation of the drugs 

and their effects. The Secretariat was studying the possibility of pub lishing data 

sheets on new preparations, giving all available information about physical and 

chemical composition, toxicity, etc. If the plan proved feasible, those data sheets 

could be published at an early date and would prove useful in preparing later editions 

of the International Pharmacopoeia. 

He was very grateful for the information provided about the proposed new food 

legislation in Germany. 

Khat had been under investigation by V1н0 for almost two years and laboratory 

investigations were being carried out in several national institutes. The delegate 

of Sweden could be sure that the Organization would do what it could as soon as those 

investigations had been completed. 

The Organization was also drawing up minimum requirements for biological prepara- 

tions and intended to inform countries of them; it hoped those recommendations would 

be accepted by all interested countries. 
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Chapter 9 - FublicationS and reference services 

Dr ‚јUJALEU (France) paid a tribute to the excellence of the Assembly documents 

published in the official languages. Unfortunately, the French versions of regular 

publications - especially the Monographs - appeared a great deal later than the 

English; and he hoped it would be possible to remedy that situation. 

Dr (Assistant Director -General, Department of Central Technical Services) 

referred to translation difficulties but assured the delegate of France that everything 

possible would be done to speed up publication in languages other than English. 

Chapter 12 - African Region 

The СHAIRМAN invited the Regional Director for Africa to introduce the chapter on 

the African Region. 

Dr CAMBOURNAC (Regional Director for Africa) stated that during 1957 the activities 

Jf the Regional Office for Africa had had their greatest expansion since the Office was 

set up, both in the number of projects under way and the volume of work done. Special 

emphasis had been placed on rural health, as the vast majority of the population lived 

in rural areas. Communicable diseases and nutrition had received special attention azd 

efforts were being made to develop full public health services capable of taking over 

the services specially set up to deal with specific problems. In conformity with WHO 

policy, growing importance was attached to the organization of fundamental public' 

health services, and considerable development had taken place in regard to maternal 

and child health, nursing, environmental sanitation, health education, nutrition, and 

health statistics. Teaching and training programmes continued to receive high priority, 
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as being the best means of reinforcing and developing the health services. -An effort 

had also been made in the field of health education to ensure the support of a well.. 

informed public opinion. 

A general aim was to ensure the highest possible degree of co- ordination at all 

levels. The technical discussions at the 1957 session of the Regional Committee wore 

on the role of rural health in the control of endemic diseases in the African Region; 

community development and the health component was chosen as the subject for technical 

discussions during the 1958 session. 

The total credits, including extra - budgetary funds, utilized for the 1957 pro- 

gramme, amounted to $ 4 004 747._ 

The Regional Office continued to have very close relations with -other organiza- 

tions, including UNICEF -- with shich it had many common programmes - FAO, the 

Commission for Technical Co- operation in Africa South of the Sahara (corn) and its 

scientific committee, and the United States International Co- operation Administration. 

Staff from the regional office had taken part in meetings organized by CCTA, in 

discussions with the International Co- operation Administration, and in meetings 

organized by the governments in the Region. 

The Regional Committee had held its seventh session at Brazzaville from 16 to 

21 September 1957. It was attended by representatives of seven Member States - 

Belgium, France, Chana, (for the first time) Liberia, Portugal, Union of South Africa, 

and the United Kingdom, aid of three Associate Members - the Federation of Nigeria, 

the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, and Sierra Leone. Representative of various 

organizations also attended. 

The Committee had approved the Regional Director's report, a revised regional 

programme for 1958, аn the draft programme and budget estimates for 1959; the various 

projects were discussed individually, and in some cases modified. 
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The Committee had diseussac Assembly pr ecleures f :r ex_a.inin the ; г Arai l..е, 

tuet t.:nd гelаtе:•r.atters, and expressed the opinion that the Regional Committee was 

the appropriate body to discuss and establish the regional programme and priorities. 

It had noted with satisfaction the decision of the United Nations Technical Assistance 

Committee to increase to 12 per cent the proportion of resources that might be de- 

voted to regional and inter -regional projects, and expressed the opinion that limita- 

tion of the funds available for such projects was detrimental to international 

assistance in health work. It had decided to hold its eighth session at Monrovia, 

Liberia, in September 195$ and its ninth in Nairobi, Kenya in 1959. 

The regional office staff of all categories was four more than in 1956 and the 

number of project staff increased by eighteen. Greater efforts were being made to 

recruit general service staff from within the Region but it was particularly diffi- 

cult to find certain categories. 

Five international meetings had been held in 1957 in the conference room of the 

Regional Office: the Regional Committee, a seminar on health statistics, a meeting of 

malaria specialists, a meeting to co- ordinate yaws projects, and a seminar on 

bilharziasis. 

There had been a considerable increase in teaching and training projects for 

health and auxiliary staff - with considerable assistance from UNICEF; it was intended 

to establish Chairs of pediatrics in a number of colleges in the Region. 

apart from training courses organized in Africa, 122 fellowships had been 

awarded, 89 per cent, of them for studies in other regions. Eleven per cent, were 

awarded for study in the African Region. More than 500 fellowships had been awarded to 

date in the Region as a whole; some 50 per cent, of them were in connexion with the 

organization of health services, 38 per cent. for communicable diseases, and 12 per 

cent. for medical and clinical training, 
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Nutrition programmes were being J'eveloped in co- operation with F0. training 

c urse hid been organized jointly with the Government of Uganda and. F 10. 

Sumе twenty million people were affected by yaws in the Region. Two meetings 

to co- ordinate campaigns had been held in the preceding two or three years. More 

than thirteen million of the persons affected had already been examined, and more 

than seven million cured. In various areas, including Nigeria, French West Africa 

and Liberia, yaws was disappearing and it was believed that it could be entirely 

eliminated in the Region as a whole in the near future. 

There appeared to be at least two million persons affected with leprosy in the 

legion. Sulfone drugs had beg!јп to be used from 195 0 onwards, especially in Nigeria 

and Ghana. New methods for the organization of campaigns were introduced in 1952.. 

1953 and campaigns had been still further intensified in 1955 with the help of rural 

health centres', dispensaries, and. mobile units. Cars, bicycles, horses, camels, and 

canoes were used for transport, and when none of these could be used, journeys were 

made on foot. In French Equatorial ;frica alone, some treatment had been given to 

140 000 lepers. Between 1955 and the and of 1957 the total number of patients 

receiving regular treatment was 93 CCO. 

The meeting rose at 12.5 p.m. 


