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1. TTORK PROGRAMME

Mr KHANACHET (Saudi Arabia), Chairman of the Co.amittee on Administration, 

Finance and Legal Matters, reported on the work of his Committee and requested 

the General Committee to authorize the former to discuss the administrative and 

financial aspects of WiO,s participation in the Expanded Programme of Technical 

Assistance (item 6 .6  of the agenda).

It was so decided.

Professor PESONEN (Finland), Ghairman of the Committee on Programme and 

Budget, explained that that Sommittee had begun discussing the Director-General' 

report on the тогк of 1H0 in 1957 and that it expected to have concluded its 

discussion of that subject before Tuesday, 3 June.

The General Committee fixed the programme of meetings for Monday, 2 June.

2. PROPOSAL FOR THE ELECTION OF A MEMBER STATE ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A 
PERSON TO SERVE ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD IN THE PLACE LEFT VACANT AS 
A RESULT OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC

The CHAIRMAN explained that under the terms of Rule 98 of its Rules of 

Procedure the Health Assembly т/as required to elect a Member to designate a 

person to fill the seat on the Board left vacant by the establishment of the 

United Arab Republic, before proceeding to replace the six Members vihose terms 

of office were about to expire. He recalled that at its second plenary 

meeting the Assembly had decided to elect that Member for one year in the 

place of Syria. In accordance vdth Rule 93 of the Rules of Procedure,
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Members had been invited to submit their suggestions concerning the election to the 

General Committeej the eleven Members who had responded to that invitation had 

suggested the nomination of Tunisia.

In accordance with Rules 9h and 98 of the Rules of Procedure, he invited the 

General Committee to submit its recommendations for the Assembly, pointing out 

that the number of candidates nominated should not be greater than twice that of 

the seats to be filled, in other words, in the present instance, not more than 

two.

The CHAIRMAN asked Dr Sauter (Sx^itzerland) and Mr Saita (Japan) to act as 

tellers.

A vote was taken by secret ballot, with the following results: Tunisia, IÍ4.5 

Israel, 2. The Chairman stated, that a single ballot paper had contained the 

names both of Tunisia and of Israel and that one other ballot paper had mentioned 

Israel.

The CHAIRMAN asked whether the General Committee wished to send the Assembly 

a list containing two names or whether it would prefer to proceed to a second 

ballot with a view to nominating a single candidate, it being understood that in 

such case one name only would be written on each ballot paper.

Dr RAMIREZ (Ecuador) observed that the majority of the Committee was clearly 

in favour of the nomination of Tunisia.

Mr KHANACHET (Saudi Arabia) doubted the validity of any ballot paper 

containing two names, and felt that in view of the large number of votes won by 

Tunisia, the name of that country alone ought to be sent to the Assembly.
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Mr ZARB, Chief, Legal Office, said that there were no precedents in the 

matter. Nevertheless when, each year, the General Committee made its proposals 

for the annual elections to the Executive Board, it first held a trial vote, in 

order to draw up a preliminary list of candidates. The vote which had just been 

taken might, therefore, be considered a preliminary vote resulting in the nomination 

of the two Members whose names might later be taken into consideration for the 

purposes of election.

Dr DIAZ-COLLER (Mexico) observed that Israel could be nominated as a 

candidate for the annual elections to the Executive Board] in any event, Tunisia 

appeared to have won almost unanimous support.

Mr KHANACHET (Saudi Arabia) thought that in the circumstances the Committee 

ought to apply Rule 96 of the Assembly's Rules of Procedure which stated that "for 

the purpose of elections in accordance with Rule 95 Members shall vote in any 

ballot for that number of candidates equal to the number of seats to be filled" 

and that "any ballot paper failing to comply with this Rule shall be null and 

void".

Mr ZARB, Chief, Legal Office, pointed out that Rule 96 concerned the procedure 

for actual election] as the Committee was not at present concerned with electing 

the Members to be entitled to designate a person to serve on the Board, but simply 

with the nomination of one or two candidates from whom the Assembly was to make 

its choice, it was for the Committee to decide whether or not it wished to follow 

the procedure set forth in Rule 96, as it was invited to do in Rule 98.
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Dr SAUTER (Switzerland) agreed that the Committee was dealing with a nomination 

and not with an election, for it had been invited to submit ,!not more than two 

names" to the Assembly. The real question was whether or not the General Committee 

wished to send the Assembly a list of two names*

Professor ZHDANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) thought that the 

provisions of Rule 96 ought to apply and that any ballot paper containing two 

names should be considered null and void.

Dr AUJALEU (France) felt that if the General Committee presented the Assembly 

with only one name it would deprive the Assembly of any possibility of choice when 

it came to the election of a Member to fill the vacant seat.

Dr VALENZUELA. LAVIN (Chile) suggested that the Committee should send the 

Assembly the list of two names, indicating which of the two Members had won the 

greater number of votes.

Mr ZARB, Chief, Legal Office, stated that formerly at the time of the annual 

elections, the Committee had submitted a list of six Members to the Assembly and 

the Assembly could only either accept or reject the entire list. That procedure 

had been modified and the practice at present x̂ ias for the Committee first to draw 

up a list of nine Members and then to choose from it the six Members whose names 

it recommended to the Assembly. The purpose of those new provisions of Rule 9h 

was precisely to give the Assembly greater latitude in the choice of the Members 

who Would be entitled to designate a person to serve on the Board.
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Dr RAMIREZ (Ecuador) associated himself with the views expressed by the 

delegate of Chile.

Sir Arcot MUDALIAR (India) formally proposed that the Committee should submit 

the names of Tunisia and Israel to the Health Assembly, in accordance with Rule 98 

of the Rules of Procedure, and that it should recommend Tunisia as the Member which 

had won the majority of the votes registered in the Committee.

Sir Arcot Mudaliar1s proposal, supported by Dr Sauter (Switzerland), was 

unanimously adopted.

The meeting rose at 1.20 p.m.
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