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FREQUENCY OF WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLIES 
(Proposal submitted by the Government of Canada)

It will be recalled that proposals were placed before the Third World 
Hsalth Assembly by the Governments of Denmark, Norway and Sweden, for amending 
the Constitution to provide for biennial rather than annual Health Assemblies. 
These proposals were approved in principle by that Assembly, and a request made 
to the Director-General to study and report on the constitutional amendments and 
the transitional arrangements which would be necessary in order to implement a 
system of biennial assemblies.

After considering the matter at length during several sessions, including 
certain additional texts of proposed amendments subsequently submitted, the 
Executive Board, at its eleventh session, by resolution EB11.EÓ9, transmitted to 
the Sixth World Health Assembly draft resolutions covering the amendments to the 
Constitution and the necessary transitional and other arrangemen+.s which would be 
required in adopting a system of biennial Health Assemblies. The Sixth World 
Health Assembly did not adopt these resolutions, believing that it was not yet 
desirable to do soj at the same time, it decided to consider the matter again 
at a future Health Assembly.

A period of five years has now elapsed since the aforementioned decision 
was taken. In that period excellent progress has been made in establishing the 
long-term direction of the Organisation *s programme, and in evolving appropriate 
technical and administrative policies to be applied in carrying out its work.
The sound financial administration of the Organization has been amply attested 
to in the Annual Report of the External Auditor presented earlier during this 
Assembly,



The above-mentioned factors would seem to make it appropriate for the World 
Health Assembly to again give consideration to the adoption of a system of biennial, 
x.ualth Assemblies and it is with the object of having such consideration given 
during the Twelfth World Health Assembly in 1959, that the following draft 
resolution is submitted. Adoption of this resolution will provide Member States 
with the opportunity to re-examine carefully the texts of the constitutional 
amendments, as contained in Executive Board resolution EB1I.R69, with a view to 
communicating to the Director-General such further amendments to the proposed texts 
as they may consider necessary, within the six-month period provided for in 
Article 73 of the Constitution dealing with Amendments to the Constitution.

Draft resolution 
The Eleventh World Health Assembly,
Recalling that the Sixth World Health Assembly by resolution WHA6.57'*' 

decided to consider again, at a future Health Assembly, a number of 
amendments to the constitution proposed by the Governments of Denmark,
Finland^ Norway and Sweden, and the consequent transitional arrangements 
required to provide for the establishment of a system of biennial Health

ОAssemblies as set out in Executive Board Resolution EBll.R69j
Noting that a period of five years has elapsed since the aforementioned 

decision was taken, during which time the Organization has attained a highly 
satisfactory degree of maturity and stability in its administration and 
methods of operation;
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Believing that a system of biennial Health Assemblies would result 
in a considerable saving of valuable time of both the Secretariat and 
of the delegates of Member States in addition to the costs connected 
with annual Health Assemblies,

1. REQUESTS the Executive Board, in preparing the agenda
of the Twelfth World Health Assembly, to include an item "Reconsideration 
of Frequency of World Health Assemblies";

2. REQUESTS the Director-General and the Executive Board to 
study the implications of the adoption of a system of biennial Health 
Assemblies for the Organization at the present stage of its development 
and to report thereon to the Twelfth World Health Assembly; and

3. INVITES the attention of Member States to the texts of the 
proposed amendments and the related transitional and other arrangements 
necessary to implement a system of biennial Health Assemblies as set 
out in resolution EB11.R69.̂
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