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It will be recalled that the Tenth World Health Assembly adopted 

Resolution `„ íA10.2,5 whereby it amended Annex VII to the Convention on the 

Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies in order to accord 

diриоitс privileges and immunities to any Deputy Director -General of the 

World Health Organization. On that occasion the Committee on Administration, 

Finance and Legal Hatters considered document A10 /АЕL/11 which contained the 

following passage: 

"It should also be noted thatn the International Labour Organisation 
the Assistant Directors -General enjoy also the immunities and privileges 
normally accorded to diplomatic envoys. Therefore, as a second step, 
the Director -General will explore, in consultation with the Secretary - 
General of the United Nations and his colleagues of the specialized 
agencies, the status accorded by the Convention to the other high -ranking 
officials of the Organization, with a view to investigating the possi- 
bility of adapting such status to the position and functions entrusted 
to these officials, in line with the status granted to the high- ranking 
officials of taie International Labour Organisation. The Director -General 
will report to a future Health Assembly on these discussions." 

The Director -General has studied further the question of the various problems 

relating to the categories of high- ranking officials of the World Health Organization 

entitled to be given diplomatic privileges under the afore -mentioned Convention end, 

for that purpose, consulted with the Directors- General of the United Nations 

ducаtional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the Food and Agriculture 

Organization and the International Labour Organisation; copies of the corres- 

pondence exchanged between the Director -General and his colleagues of these Agencies 

are reproduced in the Annexes 1 to 7 of this document. 

The correspondence which took place confirms the Director-General's views 

that the Assistant Directors -General and the Regional Directors of the World 

Héalth Organization should be accorded diplomatic status under Annex VII to the 

Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized • genies. 
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The views of the Director -General and those of the Directors -General of the 

other agencies consulted, as stated in this correspondence, have been transmitted to 

the Secretary -General of the United Nations (Annex 8). At the time this document 

was prepared, no comments had been received from the Secretary -General. 

The Health Assembly may wish to consider the adoption of a resolution along the 

following lines: 

"The Eleventh World Health Assembly, 

Considering that the Assistant Directors- General and the ,Regional 

Directors of the World Health Organization should enjoy the privileges, 

immunities, exemptions and facilities accorded to diplomatic envoys in 

international law, 

1. DECIDES to revise Annex VII to the Convention on the Privileges 

and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies by amending paragraph 4 of 

the said Annex to read as follows: 

'4. The privileges,, immunities, exemptions and facilities 

referred to in section 21 of the standard clauses shall also 

be accorded to any Deputy Director -General, Assistant Director - 

General and Regional Director of the Organization., 

2. REQUESTS the Director -General to transmit to the Secretary -General 

of the United Nations the revised Annex VII in accordance with section 38 

of the Convention." 

Annex 1: Letter of WHO of 14 November 1957 to UNESCO 

Annex 2: Letter of WHO of 14 November 1957 to FAO 

Annex 3: Letter of WHO of 14 November 1957 to ILO 

Annex 4: Letter of 3 January 1958 from UNESCO 

Annex 5: Letter of 14 January. 1958 from FAO 

Annex 6: Letter of 3 February 1958 from ILO 

Annex 7: Letter of WHO of 24 February 1958 to UNESCO 

Annex 8: Letter of WHO of 21 February 1958 to UN 

Annex 9: Letter of from UN (not yet received) 
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ANNEX 1 

LETTER DATED 14 NOVE НER 1957 FROM THE DIRECTOR- GENERAL 
TO THE DIRECTOR- GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS FTIUCAТIONAL, 

SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION 

I have the honour to refer to the question of the privileges and immunities 
afforded to certain categories of high -ranking officials under the Convention on 
the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies and the various annexes 
thereto. 

You will no doubt remember the correspondence which we exchanged previously on 
one of the aspects of this question at the time when the United Nations communicated 
to the various agencies their "Instructions for the issuance of the United Nations 

' red -backed laissez -passer to officials of specialized agencies ". As a consequence 
of these instrцctions, certain high-ranking officials of the World Health Organization, 
the Deputy Director -- General, Assistant Directors -General and a- .egional*Directors, 

ceased to be accorded the treatment which they had enjoyed in fact as far as the 
"diplomatic" stamp or notation on their red -backed United Nations laissez -passer 
was concerned. In your letter of 31 December 1956 you indicated that the examination 
by the Administrative Committee on Co- ordination of the problem of the red -backed 
United Nations laissez- passer had not been very thorough and that you would support 
a request for a reconsideration of the matter 

Since then the World Health Assembly, at its tenth session, approved an amendment 
to Annex VII to the Convention 02 the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized 
Agencies, as follows: "The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities referred 
to in section 21 of the standard clauses shall also be accorded to any Deputy Director - 
General of the Organization " In the correspondence exchanged on this subject with 
the Secretary -General of the United Nations, I resen.ved the possibility of further 
discussing the various problems generally relating to the categories of high officials 

rentitled to be given diplomatic privileges and immunities under the Convention, but 

not necessarily limited to the question of the red- backed laissez- passer. In this 

connexion I wish to draw your attention to the following passage of document A10 /AFL/11 
which I submitted to the Committee on Аdmin_stratioп_ Finance and Legal Hatters of the 

Health Assembly when it considered the question of amending Annex VII to the Convention: 

"II. It should also be noted that in the International Labour 

Organisation the Assistant Directors -General enjoy also the immunities 

and privileges normally accorded to diplomatic envoys. Therefore, as 

a second step, the Director -General will explore, in consultation with 
the Secretary -General of the United Nations and his colleagues of the 

specialized agencies, the status accorded by the Convention to the 

other high -ranking offic ale of the Organization, with a view to 

investigating the possibility of adapting such status to the position 

and functions entrusted to these officials, in line with the status 

granted to the high -ranking officials of the International Labour 

Organisation. The Director• -General will report to a future Health 

Assembly on these discussions." 
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As far as the World Health Organization is concerned, it is my opinion that the 
"diplomatic" status under the Convention should also be accorded to WHO officials 
having the rank of Assistant Director -General and Regional Director. This view is 
based on the following facts: 

(a) Section 22 of the Convention provides that the "privileges and immunities 
are granted to officials in the interests of the specialized agencies only and 
not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves "; therefore, these 

privileges and immunities should be commensurate with the importance to the 
Organization of the functions exercized by the officials concerned.' 

(b) "Diplomatic" status has been granted to Assistant Directors -General and 
to Regional гiгесtoгЅ under the provisions of the Host Agreement concluded by 
the Organization with the Swiss Federal Council. "Diplomatic" status also 

has been accorded to these officials under the provisions of the Host Agreements 

concluded by the Organization with the governments of the various countries in 

which it has established its Regional Offices; it is highly desirable that 

the status afforded to the officials concerned be the same under the Convention 

on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies and under these 

Host Agreements. 

(c) On numerous occasions, the Assistant Directors -General and Regional 

Directors act on my behalf, both at Headquarters and in the regions, when 

I or the Deputy Director -General are unable to attend the various conferences, 

meetings or committees to which I am invited. 

(d) The special administrative feature of the World Health Organization 

resulting from its regional structure, each of the regional offices being 

headed by a г�еgional Director who, in the several states in the geographical 

area concerned, is the highest -ranking official of the Organization; Regional 

Directors have a very high rank in this Organization, and their posts are 

above the graded salary scaler 

To enable me to report on this question to a future Health Assembly, as provided 

for in the above -quoted passage of document A10 /AFL/11, I would appreciate being 

informed of your views an this matter and whether you consider that Assistant 

Directors- General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization should also be afforded "diplomatic" status under the Convention on 

the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies and the relevant Annexes 

thereto. 
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ANNEX 2 

LETTER DATED 14 NOVEMBER 1957 FROM THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
TO THE DIRECTOR- GENERAL OF THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION 

I have the honour to refer to the question of the privileges and immunities 
afforded to certain, categories of high -ranking officials under the Convention on the 
Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies and the various Annexes thereto. 

One of the aspects of this question was considered in October 1955 when the 
United Nations Administrative Committee on Co- ordination considered the problem of 
the issuance to specialized agencies' officials of the United Nations red hacked 
laissez -passer and that of the diplomatic stamp or notation to be stamped thereozx. 
Subse ) ant in a000rdanпе with the "Instructions ter the t22 5АаыЮе +. the 
Uпitвdtions reel- backed laissez- passer to officials of specialized agencies" issued 
by the United Nations and which became effective o 1 November 1956; the United Nations 
red -backed laisseТ- passer continued to be issued to high -ranking officials of the 
specialized agencies down to and including the rank of Director Dl; however, the 
Deputy Director -General, the Assistant Directors -General and the Regional Directors 
of the World Health Organization ceased to be accorded the treatment which they had 
enjoyed in fact as far as the "diplomatic" stamp or notation on their United Nations 
red- backed laissez- passer was concerned0 

In the correspondence exchanged on this subject with the Secretary -General of 
the United Nations, I reserved the possibility of further discussing the various 

problems generally relating to the categories of high -ranking officials entitled to 

be given diplomatic privileges and immunities under the Convention, but not necessarily 
limited to the question of the red- backed laissez- passer. 

In the meantime, the World Health Assembly, at its tenth Session, approved an 

amendment to Annex VII to the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the 

Specialized Agencies as follows: 

"The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to 

in section 21 of the standard clauses shall also be accorded to any Deputy 

Director -General of the Organization," 

In this connexion, I wish to draw your attention to the following passage of 

document A1O /AFL/11 which I submitted to the Committee on Administration, Finance 

and Legal Matters of the Health Assembly, when it considered the question of amending 

Annex VII to the Convention: 

"II. It should also be noted that in the International Labour Organisation 

the Assistant Directors- General enjoy also the immunities and privileges 

normally accorded to diplomatic envoys. Therefore, as a second step, the 

Director -General will Pх}}.iо-r , in consultation with the Secretary -General of 
the United Nations and his cоflеagiuёs of the specialized agencies, the status 

accorded by the Convention to the other high- ranking officials of the 
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Organization, with a view to investigating the possibility of adapting 
such status to the position and functions entrusted to these officials, 
in line with the status granted to the high - ranking officials of the 
International Labour Organisation. The Director -General wifl report 
to a future Health Assembly on these discussions." 

As far as the World Health Organization is concerned, it is my opinion that 
the "diplomatic" status under the Convention should also be accorded to WНO officials 
having the rank of Assistant Director- General and Regional Director. This view is 
based on the following facts: 

(a) Section,22 of the Convention provides that "the privileges and immunitieв 
are granted to officials in the interests of the specialized agencies only and 
not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves "; therefore, these 
privileges and immunities should be commensurate with the importaice to the 
Organization of the functions exercizec. by the officials concerned. 

(b) "Diplomatic" status has been granted to Assistant Directors -General 
and to Regional XDirectors under the provisions of the Host Agreement concluded 
by the Organization with the Swiss Federal Council. "Diplomatic" status also 
has been accorded to these officials under the provisions of the Host 

Agreements concluded by the Organization with the governments of the various 
countries in which it has established its ±cgional С fives; it is highly 

desirable that the status afforded to the officials concerned be the same 
under the Convection on the Privileges and Lrmunities of the Specialized 
Agencies and under these Host Agreements. 

(c) On numerous occasions; the Assistant Directors -General and Regional 
Directors act on my behalf both at Headquarters and in the regions when I 
or the Deputy Director -General are unable to attend the various conferences, 
meetings or committees to which I am inv, ted. 

(d) The special administrative feature of the World Health Organization 
resulting from' its regional structure, each of the regional offices being 
headed by a'legional Director who, in the several states in the geographical 

area concerned; is the highest- ranking official of the Organization; Regional 
Directors have a very high rank in this Organization and their posts are above 

the graded salary scale. 

To enable me to report on this question to a future Health Assembly, as provided 

for in the above cited document Аl0 /AFL/11, I would appreciate being informed whether 

you have any views on this matter, 
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Т ТТЕR DATED 14 NOVEMВFR 1957 FROM THE DIRECTOR- GEЛIERAL TO SHE 
DIRECTOR -GENERAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION 

I have the honour to refer to the question of the privileges and immunities to be 
afforded to certain categories of high- ranking officials under the Convention on the 

Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies and the various Annexes thereto. 

The World Health Assembly, at its Tenth Session, adopted a resolution whereby it 
amended Annex VII to the Convention so that the privileges and immunities, exemptions 
and facilities referred to in Section 21 of the standard clauses are accorded also to the 

Deputy Director -General of the Organization. On that occasion the Committee on 
Administration, Finance and Legal Matters of the Health Assembly considered eioc`:ment 
А,10 /AFL /11, from which I quote the following passage; 

"II. It should also be noted that in the International Labour Organisation the 
Assistant Directors- General enjoy also the immunities and privileges normally 
accorded to diplomatic envoys. Therefore, as a second step, the Director -General 
will explore, in consultation with the Secretary- General of the United Nations and 
his colleagues of the specialized agencies, the status accorded by the Convention 
to the other high -ranking officials of the Organization, with a view to investiga- 
ting the possibility of adaptl�ng sueh status to the position and functions en- 

trusted to these officials, in line with the status granted to the high- ranking 
officials of the International Labour Organisation, The Director -General will 
report to a future Health Assembly on these discussions." 

Prior to the action taken by the World Health Assembly, I had corresponded with the 
Secretary- General of the United Nations concerning one of the aspects of this matter 
which had to be considered at the time when the United Nations issued their "Instructions 
for the issuance of the United Nations red -backed laissez -passer to officials of 

specialized agencies'; as a consequence of these instructions, certain high- ranking 

officials of the World Health Organization, the Deputy Director -General, Assistant 
Directors -General and Regional Directors, ceased to be accorded the treatment which they 
had enjoyed in fact as far as the "diplomatic" stamp or notation on their red- backed 
United Nations laissez -passer was concerned. 

In my letter to the Secretary -General informing him of the amendment to Annex VII 
adopted by the Tenth World Health Assembly, I stated my intention to study further the 
various problems generally relating to the categories of high- ranking officials entitled 
to be given diplomatic privikges and immunities under the Convention and I reserved the 
possibility of further discussing the matter. 

As far as the World Health Organization is concerned, it is my opinion that the 
"diplomatic" status under the Convention on the Privileges and ,Immunities of the 
Specialized Agencies should also be accorded to WHO officials having the rank of 
Assistant Director -General and Regional їiгесtог. This view is based on the following 
facts: 
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(a) Section 22 of the Convention provides that "the privileges and immunities 
are granted to officials in the interests of the specialized agencies only and 
not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves"; therefore, these 
privileges and immunities should be commensurate with the importance to the 
Organization of the functions exercised by the officials concerned. 

(b) "Diplomatic" status has been granted to Assistant Directors- General and to 
Regional Directors under the provisions of the Host Agreement concluded by the 

Organization with the Swiss Federal Council, "Diplomatic" status also has been 
accorded to these officials under the provisions of the Host Agreements concluded 
by the Organization with the Governments of the various countries in which it has 
established its Regional Offices; it is highly desirable that the status afforded 
to the officials concerned be the same under the Convention on the Privileges and 

Immunities of the Specialized Agencies and under these Rost Agreements, 

(c) On numerous occasions, the Assistant Directors -General and Regional Directors 
act on my behalf, both at Headquarters and in the Regions, when I or the Deputy 
Director -General are unable to attend the various сonf�rеnes, meetings or 
committees to which I am invited. 

(d) The special administrative feature of the World Health Organization resulting 
from its regional structure, each of the regional offices being headed by a Regional 
Director who, in the several States in the geographical area concerned, is the 

highest -ranking official of the Organization; Regional Directors have a very high 
rank in this Organization and their роts are above the graded salary scale, 

To enable me to report on this question to a futuro Realth Assembly as provided for 
in the above -quoted passage of document A1O /AFL111, and in view of your experience in 
this matter, I would appreciate being granted the benefit of your comments, 
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LETTER DATED 3 JANUARY 1958 FROM THE DIRECTOR- GENERAL OF TF,E UNITED NATIONS 
EDUCATIONAL SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION TO ThE DIRECTOR- GENERAL 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter А3/85/6 of 14 November 1957, 
relating to privileges and immunities accorded to certain categories of high-ranking 
officials of the specialized agencies. 

In your letter you ask for my views on this subject, and in particular whether I 
consider that the Assistant Directors -General of UNESCO should, under the Convention on 
the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies, be granted the privileges and 

immunities accorded to diplomatic envoys. 

My reply to this last question is in the affirmative. 

Since the post of Deputy Director -General has been abolished in UNESCO, the 

Assistant Directors -General are, after the Director -General, the highest ranking official. 
in the Organization. This situation is a recent one and did not exist at the time when 
the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies was 
established. It is for this reason that the Annex relating to UNESCO does not mention 
the Assistant Directors -General, The same applies to the Host Agreement concluded with 
the French Government on 2 July 1954. 

However, in view of the fact that the Assistant Directors -General were appointed 
after that date, the French Government agreed - in spite of the absence of any specific 
provision concerning them in the agreement - to grant them the status accorded to 

accredited heads of diplomatic missions in France. 

I consider that the Assistant Directors-General of UNESCO should enjoy similar 
treatment within the territory of all Member States, and that it would be desirable, to 

this end, to include the necessary provisions in Annex IV to the Convention on the 
Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies. 

It seems to me, moreover, that the question of the diplomatic status of the 

Assistant Directors -General of the various specialized agencies could be discussed with 
advantage by the Administrative Committee on Co- ordination of the United Nations and 

Specialized Agencies which, as you mention in your letter, has already had occasion to 

deal with the matter, at least indirectly. 

I shall be glad to have your views on the subject and to know whether you intend 

placing the question on the agenda of the ACC. 
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LETTER DATED 14 JANUARY 1958 FROM 1Е DIP ЕС OR-GЕ?Гг:13АL 0Р. Т±'ј 

FOOD. AND AGRxC:J'LТцRЕ ORGAïVIZАTTON ТО THE DIFЕC`?"OR-�пxЕF.Aь 

I have the honour to refer to your letter А3 /85 ¡б of 14 November 1957, regarding the 
question of the privileges and immunities afforded to certain categories of high ranking 
officials under the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized 
Agencies. 

In• my .opinion, the "diplomatic" status under the Convention 'on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the Specialized Agencies as far as the issuance of United Nations Laissez_ 
Passer is concerned should be interpreted in the same manner for the Specialized Agencies, 
as it is applied to the United. Nations officers. 

FAO, for the time being, has no Assistant Directors- General1 However, it still 

uses the Prinúipal Director rank; 

In accordance with the Headquarters Agreement concluded with the Italian Government 
(Italian Public Law of 9 January 1951 No. 11), 'the Deputy Directe =r -.General, Special 
Assistants to the Director -General, Regional Representatives, senior members of the 
Office of the Dirеetоr General, Directors and Deputy Directors of Divisions and such 
additional senior officers as may be designated by the Director -General on the grounds 
of the resрonsibilities of their positions in FAO, shall be accorded privileges and 
immunities, exemptions and facilities not less than those accorded to members of the 
Diplomatic Corps ", 

The exchange of letters dated 31 October 1950 between the Italian Government and 

the Director -Geneeral of FAO implementing the Headquarters Agreement provides that; 

"(1) On the basi..s of the present size of the FAO staff, the total number of 

officers falling under this sub -section shall not exceed fifty'. In the event 

that the size of staff be increased, the figure of fifty will be revised 
accordingly, 

(2) Of the above fifty a restricted number of high grade officers (not exceeding 
twelve), i,e, Special Assistants to the Director- General, Regional Representatives 

and Directors of Divisions shall be granted the rank of Minister Plenipotentiary 
by the Italian Gcvernment." 

Section 18 of the Agreement between the Government of Egypt and the Food and Agri- 
culture Organization of the United Nations regarding the FAO Near East Regional Office 
provides thatg 

"Section 18 

(a) In addition to the privileges and immunities specified in Section 17 Lthis 

section deals with the privileges and immunities enjoyed by all staff member7Т 
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(i) the Director -General, the Deputy Director -General, the Regional 

Representative in Egypt and his Deputy, shall be accorded in respect 
of themselves, their spouses and minor children, the privileges and 
immunities, exemptions and facilities accorded to diplomatic envoys 

in accordance with international laws and usage; 

(ii) on the recommendation of the Regional Representative to the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs certain additional senior officers of FAO., 
attached to t ѕt .f of tha Regional Office and whosЭ number shall be . 

determined by mutual agreement, may be accorded individUa l�г, and « the 

grounds of their responsibilities in FAO, r ivileges and immunities) 
exemptions and facilities not less than those accorded to members of the 

Diplomatic Corps of similar rani.; 

tt 

Similar principles are embodied in the agreements regarding other regional offices. 

I hope that, the information given overleaf will be helpful to you in reporting on 
this question to the Health Assembly, 

Accept, Sir, the assurance of my highest consideration. 
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LETTER DATED J FEBRUARY 1958 FRAM Та DIRECTOR -GЕRAL OF FIE 
INTERNATIONAL LAECUR O GANIUATION TO T DIRECTOR- GENERAL 

I have the honour to acknonledge receipt of your letter of 14 November 1957 
concerning the privileges and immunities to be afforded to certain categories of high - 
ranking officials under the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the 

Specialized Agencies. 

As far as the International Labour Organisation is concerned, paragraph 2 of 
Annex I of the Convention provides as follows: 

"The privileges. immunities, exemptions and facil._.ties referred to in 
Section 21 of the standard clauses shall also be accorded to any Deputy 
Director -General of the International Labour Office and any Assistant Director - 
General of the International Labour Office," 

Thus, under the terms of the Convention, the Deputy Director- General and the 
Assistant Directs- General of the ILO enjoy the privileges and immunities, exemptions and 

facilities accorded to diplomatic envoys, in accordance with international law. 

With regard to the question of laissez -passer, there is no difference in form or in 
colour among the laissez -passer issued to the various categories of ILO officials. 

Those issued to the Director -General, the Deputy Director -General and the Assistant 
Directors-General are, however, bound in leather, while the others are not, The 
laissez- passer of ILO officials are issued by the Director -General under the terms of an 
Administrative Arrangement concluded between him and the Secretary -General of the United 
Nations in 1950 (Treaty Series, Vol, 68, p. 213). 
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LETTER DA7�D 24 FEDR.UARY 1958 FROM 711E DIRECTOR -C ЕNЕRАI4 TO шЕ DIRECTOR -.GENERAL 
OF THE UNI`1F.D NATIONS EDUCATIONAL SCIENTIFIC ANb CULTURAL ORGANIZATION 

I have the honour to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your letter of 
January 1958 relating to the privileges and immunities afforded to certain categories 

of high -ranking officials under the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the 
Specialized Agencies and the various Annexes thereto. 

You state in your letter that the Assistant Directors -General of the United Nations 
Educational„ Scientific and Cultural Organization should be afforded diplomatic status 

h under the afore eationod. Convention and its Annex EV, and I was pleased to note that 
your views and my awn are similar, 

I have also communicated with the Directors -General of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization and the International Labour Organization. Copies of their replies are 

attached for your information. 

Last month, the Executivз Board of the World Health Organization decided to dace on 
the agenda of the Eleventh World Health Assembly (which will commence on 28 N у 1958) the: 
subject of. the Convention on Privileges and Irmnunities of the Specialized Agencies, 
Amendménts to. Annex VII. I am obliged to report to that ?realth Assembly on this 
question, and I consider that the exchange of correspondence with my colleagues of the 
specialized agencies, and with the Secretary -- General of the United Nations, constitutes 
the consultation which was necessary to enable me to make my report. The substance of 
this correspondence will, in my view, provide sufficient information to enable the 

Eleventh World Health Assembly to take a decision regarding the amendments of Annex VII 
to the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies, whereby 

hdiplomatic status would be afforded to the Assistant Directors-General and Regional 
Directors of the World ?ealth Organization, For these reasons; I now believe it is not 
necessary, from my point of view, to have the matter discussed by the Administrative 
Committee on Co- ordination and I am therefore not requesting the placing of the item ce 
its agenda, 
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LETTER DATE?) 21 FEBRUARY 1958 FROМ THE DIRECTOR -GENERAL 
TO TEE SECRETARY GEN АL UNI`T'ED NATIONS 

I have the honour to refer to my letter of б June 1957 whereby I informed you that 

the Tenth World Health Assembly had approved an amendment to Annex VII to the Convention 
on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies in order to accord diplomatic 

privileges and immunities to the Deputy Director- General of the World Health Organization. 

On that occasion the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters of the 

Tenth Health Assembly considered douument A /10 /AFL /11, from which I quote the following 
passage! 

"II. It should also be noted that in the International Labour Organisation the 

Assistant Directors- General enjoy also the immunities and,nrivileges normally 
accorded to diplomatic envoys, Therefore, as a second step, the Director -General 
will explore, in consultation with the Secretary -General of the United Nations and 
his colleagues of the specialized agencies, the status accorded by the Convention 
to the other high- ranking officials of the Organization, With a view to investiga- 
ting the possibility of adapting such status to, the position and functions en- 

trusted to these officials, in line with the status granted to the high- ranking 

officials of the international Labour Organisation. The Director -General will 
report to a future Health Assembly on these discussions." 

As a result of this, I undertook to study further the question cf the various 

problems generally relating to the categories of high -ranking officials of the World 

Health Organization entitled to be given diplomatic privileges under the afore- mentioned 

Convention and, for that purpose, communicated with my colleagues of the specialized 
agencies on the subject. 

As far as the World Health Organization is concerned, it is my opinion that the 

"diplomatic" status under the Convention should also be accorded to WHO officials having 

the rank of Assistant Director -General and Regional Director. This view is based on the 

following facts 

(a) Section 22 of the Convention provides that "the privileges and immunities are 

granted to officials in the interests of the specialized agencies only and not for 

the personal benefit of the individuals thеmsеlvee" ti_ere ors, these privileges 

and immunities s should be commensurate with the importance to the Organization of the 

functions exercised by the officials. concerned, 

(b) гDiplomatic" status has been granted to Assistant Directors -General and to 

Regional Directors under the provisions of the Host Agreement concluded by the 
Organization with the Swiss Federal Council. "Diplomatic" status has also been 
accorded to these officials under the provisions of the Host Agreements concluded by 
the Organization with the Governments of the various countries in which it has 
established its. Regional Offices; it is highly desirable that the status afforded to 
the officials concerned be the same under the Юох..�ention on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the Specialized Agencies and under these Host Agreements. 



A 11/Аи'/2 

page 15 

Annex 8 

(c) On numerous occasions the Assistant Directors- General and Regional Directors 

act on my behalf both at Headquarters and in the Regions when I or the Deputy 

Director -General are unable to attend the various con`'erences, meetings or 

committees to which I am invited; 

(d) The special administrative feature of the World Health Organization 
resulting from its regional structure, each of the Regional Offices being headed by 
a Regional Director who, in the several States in the geographical area concerned, 

is the highest- ranking official of the Organization; Regional Directors have a 

very high rank in this Organization and their posts are above the gra'ed salary 

scale. 

Before transmitt{.ng these views to you, I tncught it would be useful if I were to 
consult with my eolleаgues of the other specialized agencies concerned. I, therefore, 

communicated with the Directors -General cf the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization and the International 
Labour Organisation, who have given me the benefit of their comments on this question, 
and I attach copies of our correspondence so that you may be informed as to the views 
expressed. 

In the meantime, the World Health Organiza.tion Executive Board, at its twenty -first 
session, decided to include the question of the amendment cf Annex VII to the Convention 
on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies in the provisional agenda 

of the Eleventh World Health Assembly which will commence on 28 May 1958. 

In order that the Health Assembly be fully appraised of all the views expressed in 
this matter, and to enable it to amend Annex VII to the above -mentioned Convention so as 
to accord diplomatic privileges and immunities to the Assistant Directors -General and 
Regional Directors of the World Health Organization, I would very much appreciate ii, if 

you would let me have your views, which would be submitted to the Health Assembly to- 
gether with those of the specialized agencies concerned. 


