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1, REVIm M D  APPROVAL OF THE REGULAR PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES 
FOR 1958 (Article 18(f)): Item 6.3 of the Agenda (Official 
Records Nos. 74 and 77; Resolution ША10.2) (oontinued)

Advisory Services (oontinued)

Section 5 Д - Communicable-Disease Services (continued)

Dr G.H. YEN (China), referring to item (g) on trachoma studies, in section 

5.1.4 (Official Records No. 74, page 46), said he was particularly interested in the 

investigations recommended by the Expert Committee on Trachoma into the role and 

virology of various species of flies suspected to be involved in the transmission of 

trachoma and of seasonal conjunctivitis. In his own region, where trachoma was 

extremely prevalent and affected from 4$ per cent, to 85 per cent, of the general 

population, no indications had been noted pointing to a variation in the incidence 

of trachoma during the breeding season of flies. He would, in passing, point out 

that it was important to differentiate between direct transmission of trachoma by 

flies and the transmission of concurrent infections which might exacerbate the syndrome 

of trachoma.

Dr SLIM (Tunisia) drew the Committee's attention to the Trachoma Institute of 

Tunis, directed by two eminent doctors, which was in a position to render important 

services in connexion with scientific research on trachoma, seasonal conjunctivitis 

and virôlogy. Ample opportunity for research existed, since, in periods of 

epidemics, more than one thousand consultations a day were given. There was no 

shortage of scientists as, in addition to the two directors he had mentioned, one 

of whom had been a member of the Expert Committee on Trachoma, many scientists came



from all over the world to work in the Institute and many more could do so in future. 

Indeed, the large number of fellows in trachomatology sent-to the Institute by "WHO, 

as well as the number of American doctors who took specialization courses there, 

were sufficient proof of the Institute's reputation.

However, as in all under-developed countries, there was a shortage of funds, 

which were most needed for equipment and instruments. The Trachoma Institute of 

Tunis would in I958 be combining all the Trachoma Studies held in North Africa and 

intended to suggest to the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean that it 

be chosen as a site for the inter-country seminar on trachomatology and virology in 

I959. He urged that efforts should be made to ensure that the Institute was given 

the equipment to match the assistance it could give in the field of trachomatology, 

both on a national and an international вса1е. Delegations would wish to bear in 

mind the possibility of recommending that students and specialists in their own 

countries should undertake further training at the Tunis Institute.

Professor ERANDSEN (Denmark), commenting on the reference contained on page 44 

to the Danish Tuberculosis Index, recalled that, since the reorganization of the 

Tuberculosis Research Office in Copenhagen, his Government had assumed the adminis

trative and financial responsibility for the Index, towards which it was proposed 

that WHO should make a grant of ¿ 8500 in 1958. His Government was satisfied with 

that arrangement and with the amount of that grant which, together with a considerable 

grant by the Danish Government, would be sufficient for work on the Danish Tubercu

losis Index to be carried on in 1958. His Government was not, however, entirely 

satisfied with the position in future years if that grant were, in fact, to be the

AlO, BScB/íiin/12
page 3



last substantial one for that activity in which WHO would nevertheless retain a 

very considerable interest. In that connexion, he called attention to the 

Executive Board's Report on the Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1958 

(Official Records No. 77, page 39 ) ¡ which stated that it was expected that the 

amount раз>-аЫе would in 1959 be further reduced to a token amount. He would stress 

that the Danish Tuberculosis Index did not merely constitute a research project 

into BCG vaccination, but rather that it was a broad study of tuberculosis in 

Denmark, carried out on the basis of a thorough examination, by various methods, 

of the population in the years 1951 and 1952. All tuberculosis cases occurring 

after that had been compared with the cases recorded over the period to which he had 

referred and in respect of which a card index relating to more than two million 

persons had been established. Thus, it was possible to ascertain to which group 

new tuberculosis cases belonged, i.e., to natural cases, to BCG-vaccinated or to 

Tuberculine negative. That study was especially interesting since the number of 

tuberculosis cases in Denmark was extremely low. Accordingly, such a study of the 

epidemiology of tuberculosis in a country where tuberculosis was almost at an end 

should be of interest to other countries which were nearly at the eradication stage. 

He would point out that, as far as its own needs went, the Danish Government was 

now in a position to restrict the activities carried on in connexion with the 

Tuberculosis Index} he would, however, recommend that considerably more work should 

be done in order that other countries could benefit therefrom. He accordingly- 

urged the Director-General to consider the possibility of continuing to make avail

able a grant for the Danish Tuberculosis Index in 1959 and i960, even if that grant 
were reduced to a sum lower than - 8500.
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Dr DEENY (Ireland), speaking in support of the previous speaker, stressed the 

importance of a continuing study of the epidemiology of tuberculosis. Indeed, the 

use of modern drugs in the treatment of the disease could only be made effective if 

adequate case-finding methods were available. It was necessary in changing conditions 

and in different countries to evolve new epidemiological techniques and it was 

equally necessary to evaluate those already in use.

DR ANWAR (Indonesia) had been glad to see that in the proposed programme for 

I958 considerable attention was to be devoted to communicable diseases and, in 

particular, to trachoma and plague, both of which presented vast problems in 

Indonesia.

He recalled that in 1955, with the assistance of "WHO experts, a simple pilot 

project had been initiated with a view to testing trachoma treatment in schools 

in various parts of the country. That project had given fairly satisfactory results, 

as a three month trial with twice-daily treatment had shown a cure in 85 per cent, 

of cases, although considerable reoccurrence of the disease became apparent on re

examination at the end of a 12 months' period. Since the situation in respect of 

trachoma, particularly with regard to its epidemiological aspects, was not yet 

altogether clear, the Organization had encouraged his Government to continue with 

the project and to enlarge it so as ‘со include an epidemiological survey, which 

would take into account, for instance, geographical differences, the availability 

or otherwise of water and different classes of rural population. That continuation 

project, which had already been started with the help of а Щ 0 consultant, was 

expected to achieve good results. No satisfactory treatment had, as yet, been 

found for trachoma, although it was such a grave problem, and he doubted whether

AlO/FfcB/fain/12
page 5



the present scheme could be extended to the whole population.. Nevertheless, the 

treatment of schoolchildren would no doubt have favourable effects on the population 

as a whole and would also have satisfactory repercussions in the field of health 

education.

Indonesia was also concerned with the problem of plague, which had been intro

duced into the country in 19H >  but had fortunately been mainly confined to limited 

areas of Java, in spite of factors of transmission. The Netherlands Government had 

done useful work before the war in improving village housing in order to make them 

rat-free, that had, howevér, proved insufficient as it was clearly necessary for the 

entire standard of living to be raised and for the villagers to be given some 

elementary knowledge of hygiene. The anti-plague vaooine had shown itself to be an 

effective method and had resulted in the prevention of wide-scale epidemics, except 

during the Japanese occupation and the oivil war when normal services had naturally 

been disrupted. A  pilot project with DDT spraying had been initiated in central 

Java where plague was endemic, and it had been found that the flea index of rates 

became zero after one spraying. It was therefore hoped that DDT spraying would 

make it possible to achieve total plague eradication in the future. The health 

authorities in Indonesia were not studying the problem of se3 tic plague, as it 

had hitherto always been found that cases were due to rats. .s Government was 

very grateful to WHO for having given its consideration to that problem.

Professor MUNTENDAM (Netherlands) said that the situation in his country 

with regard to tuberculosis was similar to that in Denmark- consequently, the
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results being achieved in Denmark were of immense interest to countries such 

as his own, where the possibility of complete eradication of the disease existed. 

If there were a risk that the study being carried out in connexion with the ' 

Danish Tuberculosis Index would be brought to a premature end if no WHO grant 

were forthcoming, he would support the proposal made by the delegate of Denmark.

The meeting rose at 12 noon»


