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г'he СHAIRMAN proposed that the meeting should be suspended to enable delegates' 

to study five draft resolutions, one on the peaceful uses of atomic energy and four 

on WHO participation in the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, which had 

just been circulated. 

It was so agreed 

The meeting was sendedat 3.40p.m. and resumed at 4.5 p.m. 

1. PEACEFUL ULЕS OF ATOMIC ENERGY: Item 6,6 of the Agenda (Resolutions EB15.R21, 
WHA8.34 and ЕВ17.R57; Official Rеcords No, 68, Annex 15; Documents A9 /P&B /13, 
A9 /P&В /13 Add.l, A9 /P&В 24 ana A99 Ра7з1) (continued) 

The СHAIRMAN drew attention to the draft resolution entitled "Peaceful Uses 

of Atomic Energy" which read: 

The Ninth World Health Assembly, 

Having examined the reports of the Director -General to the seventeenth 

session of the Executive Board and to the Ninth worlд Health Assembly on the 

peaceful uses 'of atómic energy; and 

Having noted that WHO presently has under way a programme in this field 

which includes in particular; • 

(a) conducting courses for the training of public health personnel; 

(b) carrying out consultation with other international agencies 

concerning the development of standards; 

(с) development of a monograph on the medical and health aspects of 

atomic radiation; 
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(d) planning of seminars and meetings fer public health personnel 

concerned with this field; 

(е) the study of public health problems related to somatic and genetic 

effects of radiations and to radio -active waste disposal, 

1. APPROVES the measures taken by the Director- General, as described in his 

reports to the Board and to the Health Assembly; 

2. APPROVES the provisional plan of action for the near future as 

described by the Director-General; 

5. REQUESTS the Director -General to continue to collaborate with the 

Secretary- General of the United Nations and with the specialized agencies 

concerned, in particular by participating in the work of the sub -committee 

of the ACC responsible for co- ordinating the activities of the United Nations 

and of the various specialized agencies concerning questions relating to the 

peaceful uses of atomic energy; 

4. REQUESTS the Director -General, taking into account the constitutional 

responsibilities and financial possibilities of WHO, to collaborate with, and 

provide all appropriate assistance in the field of health to, the Advisory 

Committee on Atomic Energy and the Scientific Committee on the Effects of 

Atomic Radiation as well as to the governments sponsoring the establishment . 

of an International Atomic Energy Agency; 

5. BELIEVES that WHO should be represented at the meetings of these bodies, 

and especially at the Conference for the Establishment of the International 

Atomic Energy Agency; and requests the Director- General to take appropriate 

steps towards that end; 

6. REQUESTS the Director -General to communicate to the governments of all 

Member States a statement that the Ninth World Health Assembly is of the opinion 

that, in every national, bilateral or multilateral project concerned with the 

peaceful use of atomic energy, planning and implementation of such projects 

should be made in close contact with the responsible public health authorities; any 

7. REQUESTS the Director -General to report to the nineteenth session of the 

Executive Board and the Tenth World Health Assembly. 
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Dr ТF -VAN КнАI (Viet Nam) noted that in paragraph 4 of the French text of 

the draft resolution the title "Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic 

Radiation" was translated: "Comité scientifique de l'Energie atomique ". The 

crrect title, used in document A9 /P&В /13, was "Comité scientifique sur les Effets 

des Radiations atomiques ". 

Dr DOROLТP (Deputy Director -General), said that before printing the final 

text the Secretariat would ensure that the terminology used in the French text of 

the resolution was that officially employed by the United Nations. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved. 

2. WHO PARTICIPATION IN THE EXPANDED PROGRAMME OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE: 
Item 6.5 of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA8.32, EВ17.R54, EВ17.R55 and 
EВ17.R5б; Official Records No. 68, Annex 14, and No. 69, Chapter II, 

section 3, and Chapter IV, section 8; Documents A9 /P&В /12 and 
A9 /P&В /12 Add.1) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the draft resolution entitled "Approved 1956 

Technical Assistance Programme and the Financial Situation for 1956 ", which read: 

The Ninth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director- General on the Expanded 

Programme of Technical Assistance for the year 1956, including the financial 

situation for that year; 

Recalling the provisions of resolution WHA7.41, 

1. NOTES with regret that the funds presently available for financing 

approved Category I projects in the field of health fall short by $ 247 280 

of the amount of the project approval; 

2, EXPRE" ES the hope that ways ti11 be found of alleviating this 

unsatisfactory financial situation. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved, 
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The СHAIR1�IАN drew attention to the draft resolution entitled "Local Costs 

Arrangements: Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance ", which read: 

The Ninth World Health Assembly, 

Having noted that in future the Technical Assistance Board intends not to 

grant project waivers of payment of local subsistence costs for international 

staff, 

1. REITERATES the opinion that the policy adopted by the World Health 

Assembly concerning the exemption of payment of local subsistence costs for 

international staff should be applicable to all projects in the health field, 

2. 0(PRLSSES the hope that the TAC will reconsider the decision on this 

matter with a view to relieving the governments of certain local costs for 

projects for which they are making substantial local contributions. 

At the request of Dr H, van Zile HYDE (United States of America), he called for 

a vote by show of hands. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved by 37 votes to 8, 
i th 4 abstentions. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the draft resolution entitled " Legislative 

Developments in the United Nations Lxpanded Pro�armne of Technical Assistance") 

which read: 

The Ninth World Health Assembly, 

Having studied the report of the Director -General on legislative 

developments in the United Nations Expanded Progrenune of Technical Аssistance, 

Having considered resolution EB17.R54 of the Executive Board on this 

subject, 
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1, NOTES with approval the developments which have so far occurred 

concerning the amendments by the Economic and Social Council and the 

United Nations General лasembly to the basic resolution 222(IX) of the 

Economic and Social Council; 

2. EXР ESSES the hope that future legislative developments in the 

Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance will result in simplification 

and improvement in the machinery and administration of the programme, in 

order that it may assist as effectively as possible in raising the living 

standards of the peoples of the world, and, further, 

3. =RES:3ES the hope that arrangements will be made for increasing the 

financial stability of the Programme by longer -term planning and financings 

4. АUТНОRIZES the Director -General to continue to take the action necessary 

for ? °1 0 to participate in the Programme, 

Decisions The draft resolution was approved, 

The С1АIRNЛN drew attention to the draft resolution entitled "Рlаnning for 

the 1957 Technical Assistance,Programme ", which read: 

The Ninth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Director -General on the Expanded 

Programme of Technical Assistance and resolution .EВ17,R56 of the Executive 

Board on the subject, 

1. ENDORSES the conclusions of the Board as expressed in resolution EB17.Iа56; 

2. RЕITЕRАTES the importance which it attaches to inter- country projects 

developed at the request of governments, particularly those directed to the 

control or eradication of communicable diseases; 

З. CALLS THE ATTENTION of Members to the need to ve the necessary priority 

to health projects in planning their 1957 country programmes in view of the 

inseparability of social, including health, and economic factors in the economic' 

development of countries. 
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Dr TOTTIE (Sweden) said that the Swedish Technical Assistance Co m ttee 

had made representations to all United Nations agencies, calling attention to the 

need for close co- operation between their personnel in the field and the resident 

Technical Assistance representatives, so that the development of programmes might 

be best fitted to the conditions of individual countries. Нс therefore proposed 

the addition to the draft resolution of a further paragraph reading: 

4. CALLS ATTENTION to the need for close co- operation in the planning of 

country progгаm es between H0 agencies and experts and TAB resident 

representatives in all countries where TAB offices have been established. 

The DIRECTOR -G'ENE AL felt that certain changes in the proposed additional 

paragraph would, make its intention clearer. He suggested that the iturd "overall" 

should be inserted before the words "country programmes ", since the resident 

Technical Assistance representatives were not responsible for the technical details 

of the health part of the progrвmme. Secondly, he suggested that the words "WHO 

agencies and experts" should be replaced by " ?dн0 staff ". 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that on the face of it the additional paragraph 

hardly seemed necessary. Since the resident representatives were responsible 

for the overall co- ordination of country programmes, co- operation between them 

and agency staff at the country level was an understood thing. 
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The DIRECTOR- GЕNЕRЛL confirmed that co- operation between WHO staff and 

resident Technical Assistance representatives had been the general rule for the 

last few years. He presumed that the purpose of the proposed paragraph 

was merely to stress the utility of that co- operation. 

Dr TOTTTE (Sweden) said that the Director-General's interpretation of the 

intent of the proposed paragraph was correct. He also accepted the modifica ј.сг- 

proposed by the Director -General. 

Dr REGALA (Philippines) felt that the additional paragraph would not be 

superfluous. A situation had occurred in his own country where the desirability 

of closer co- operation between WHO staff and the Technical Assistance representatives 

had become apparent. In 1955, his Government had found it necessary to apply to 

the Executive Chairman of the Technical Assistance Board for a contingency fund 

allocation to finance some Category I Technical Assistance projects that the resident 

Technical :assistance representative did not possess enough influence to have 

continued in the regular Technical Assistance programme. The lack of co- operation 

had not been on the part of the WHO staff, but on the part of the Technical 

Assistance representative. 

It would help in the planning and implementation of Technical Assistance projects 

if co- operation could be maintained at all times. 

The СHAIRЛΡAN said that the case cited by the delegate of the Philippines was 

apparently an example of lack of coy- operation on the part of the representative of 

the Technical Assistance Board. He saw no need to address a reminder to the party 

which had not failed to co- operate. 
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Dr REGAL: (Philippines) said that he had been about to suggest that the words 

"between NНO staff and TAB resident representatives" should be replaced by "between 

TAB resident representatives and TRIO staff ", if it was legitimate to address the 

reminder to the TAB. 

The CHAIRMAN did not think such a change necessary. The paragraph as it stood 

constituted a harmless reminder to a party that had no need for it. He saw no 

objection to its adoption. 

In reply to the question from Professor JULIUS (Netherlands), who asked who 

would be responsible for calling the attention of Iiember States to the need referred 

to in paragraph 3 of the draft resolution, he said that aU instructions by the Health 

Assembly were expected to be passed on by the Director- General to governments. 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved with the additional 

paragraph proposed by the delegation of Sweden, as modified at the 
suggestion of the Director- General. 

3. REVIEW AN]) APPROVAL OF THE REGULAR РROGRА MNIE AND BUDGЛT EST1'јАTES FOR 1957: 
Item 6.3 of the Agenda (Resolution WНА9.32 Official Records Nos. 66 and 69i 

Documents A9 /Р&В /26 and А9 /Р&B /33) 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that the proposed programme for 1957 had 

already been examined in detail by government representatives in the regional 

committees. Moreover, several individual aspects of the programme had already been 

considered by the Committee in its discussions of the Annual Report of the Director - 

General and of such questions as malaria eradication. He therefore hoped that 

delegates would not repeat themselves, since the Committee must complete its business 

by the afternoon of the following day. 
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Не suggested that Official Records No. 66 should be examined chapter by chapter. 

Part I had already been considered by the Committee on Administration, Finance and 

Legal Natters, so he invited the Committee to turn to Part II: Operating Programme, 

Central Technical Services 

Nr JILL (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said that the 

Central Technical Services represented activities which had long been the object of 

international effort and were essentially suited to such effort. Other international 

activities in the field of health depended on those services for basic and indispens- 

able information. He recalled that the chief of his delegation, at a recent plenary 

meeting, had said: "It is here in Geneva that the Organization rightly concentrates 

its experts and authorities on those subjects, the Central Technical Services, which 

constitute the pool of knowledge and experience of which all of us can take full 

advantage and to which it should be our privilege to contribute." He would also 

remind the Committee of what had been said on the subject in the Standing Committee 

on Administration and Finance of the Executive Board at thc. Board Is seventeenth 

session; he was referring to paragraph 2.1,1.4 on page 2g of Official Records No. 69, 

which read: 

Speaking as a member of the Committee, the Chairman said that it was one 

of NН0Is principal functions to carry on certain traditional international 
services. He had heard it suggested in certain quarters that the Director - 
General s policy had been too conservative, and in his personal view such 
services should be expanded. The Chairman of the Executive Board stated that 
the views he had expressed at the fifteenth session of the Board showed that 
he was fundamentally of the same opinion as the Chairman. 
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The delegate of the Netherlands, during the discussion on the budget ceiling in the 

present Committee, had also spoken of the importance of the Central Technical Services, 

He hoped, therefore, that he would not be without support in suggesting that 

perhaps the time had come for a special review of the extent to which the resources 

of the Organization were pledged to those necessary and traditionally international 

services as compared with the more clamant and unavoidably extensive Advisory and 

Field Services. 

In 1950 the proportion of the regular budget spent on the Central Technical 

Services had been 23 per cent., whereas the amount allocated by the Director - General 

in his regular budget (without supplement) for 1957 was 15 per cent. of the whole. 

The corresponding proportions for the Advisory Services were 49 per cent, in x_950, 

and 57.74 per cent. in 1957. That increase on the side of the Advisory Services 

was apart from the Technical Assistance money, which inevitably was devoted almost 

wholly to field work. There had, of course, over the years been absolute increases 

in the regular budget on both sides, and on the side of the Advisory and Field 

Services the absolute increase had necessarily been greater. No one would wish to 

argue that a particular proportion obtaining at any one time between one side and 

the other should be sacrosanct, and it must be recognized that in the Advisory 

Services at Headquarters a number of functions were analogous to those in the 

Central Technical Services; yet it might be not unreasonably suggested that the 

concentration in recent years, and no doubt for manу years to come, upon field 

activities and the Advisory Services that went with them might tend to throw into 

the shade, and perhaps restrict, the natural and useful development of the Central 

Technical Services. 
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The Director -General, in his speech to the Health Assembly on the work of 

WHO in 1955 had paid tribute to the essentially international nature of the 

Central Technical Services, giving as an outstanding example the work on the 

International Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death, 

culminating in the seventh revision, which had just been approved by the Health 

Assembly. That was only one facet of the statistical work of the Central Technical 

Services, and the whоlе of that work had been carried out on a level of activity 

that had remained virtually constant over the years in spite of increasing calls 

upon the energies of the staff concerned and in spite of the many tasks awaiting 

their attention. лrnоng those outstanding tasks (all of which had received the 

blessing of expert committees and advisory groups) might be mentioned the following; 

the formulation of special classifications of disease for use in under -developed 

countries; the development of morbidity statistics; the full exploitation (by 

way of studies) of the statistics currently compiled by Wн0; the development of 

cancer statistics; and the compilation of data, from ал. possible sources, on 

the current pattern of disease throughout the regions. He was not suggesting 

for a moment that WHO should attempt to take over the excellent work which was 

being done by national administrations on those and other sectors of research 

and study, but a time came when, in the general interest, the work being done 
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in the different countries required to be drawn together and stimulated at 

Headquarters in Geneva in order to Promote common understanding and common 

standards 

If HO was to retain the full confidence of all its Members the basic 

activities of the Central Technical Services, including those he had mentioned, 

must keep pace with modern trends and changing needs. It would be most un- 

fortunate if those services came to be regarded as static as well as basic, as 

something apart from the dynamic purposes of the Organization. The Central 

Technical Services provided essential, tools and standards for the Organization 

and its Members, and it would be a derogation from the high purposes of the 

Organization if they came to be treated as secondary. It might therefore be 

opportune at the present stage of the life of the Organization to reappraise the 

proper claims of the Central Technical Services in the distribution of available 

resources, His delegation did not propose to submit a draft resolution to the 

present Health Assembly, but hoped that, between the present time and the drafting 

of the next budget, the Director -General might see fit to make such a reappraisal 

with a view to adjusting future budgetary allocations of available resources 

to the Central Technical Services to the extent that might appear to him 

desirable in the light of such reappraisal. 
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Dr иасСORi1АСК (Ireland) observed that the essential services referred to by the 

United Kingdom delegate were assuming even more importance now that all the regions 

of WHO were expanding t::.eir health services. One of the fundamental aims of the 

Organization was the strengthening of national health administrations in order to 

raise standards of living and health, or in other words to abolish the slum areas. 

In keeping with the progress made towards that objective in the past five years, it 

was essential that the Central Technical Services should be adequately staffed and 

financed, He therefore supported the suggestion of the United Kingdom delegate that 

the Director -General should undertake the reappraisal indicated. 

Dr SIRI (Argentina) said that he sympathized with the point of view expressed 

by the United Kingdom delegate and supported by the delegate of Ireland. He had 

noticed that the distinguished and eminent experts employed in the Organization's 

Central Technical Services had sometimes even to do their own typing because of the 

shortage of staff. That might seen an unimportant detail, but it led to a consider- 

able waste of their time, which must be entirely at the disposal of the Organization 

for more important work if it was to fulfil its mission. 

However, he wondered whether, if the Director -General budgeted for an expansion 

of the Central Technical Services, he would not merely be wasting his time, After 

all, the United Kingdom delegation was one of those which had opposed the increases 

in the budget for 1957. He did not mean to criticize their attitude but only to 

draw attention to the need for realism; it was no use asking for services if the 

necessary funds could not be provided. 
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Dr AL- WAHBI,(Iraq) observed that the United Kingdom delegate had referred to 

what he himself had said as Chairman of the Executive Board. He confirmed the 

views he had then expressed, but felt that he should make his position perfectly 

clear. 

He realized that nothing could be done about the amount of money available for 

the Organization in 1957; the Health Assembly had taken its decision and the 

Committee must now concentrate on the task that fell to it as a result of that 

decision. 

He remembered saying in the Executive Boardrs Standing Committee on Adminis- 

tration and Finance that to reduce the budget proposed by the Director -General would 

be virtually to put the Organization in a plaster cast. The Health Assembly had 

nevertheless decided to reduce the budget and the plaster cast had brought the Organ- 

ization to the point of gangrene, and amputation was necessary. As a surgeon he 

had always hated amputations and he felt the same with regard to the budget. The 

problem was to know where to make the cuts in the budget and that was very difficult 

to decide, for all the elements of the operating programme were important. The 

best way to reduce the painfulness of the amputation would be to distribute the 

cuts more or less equally over all parts of the programme. However, as had become 

clear in the exhaustive examination by the Executive Board, no cut was possible in 

the Central Technical Services,. Nany of the functions had been inherited by WHO 

from other organizations, and the information traditionally provided must continue 

to be made available to governments. 
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Dr van Zile HYDE (United States of America) informed the Committee that forty 

countries now had national committees on vital and health statistics; they had met 

in conference in 1953. He thought that in view of the plans for a population census 

in 1960, a second conference should be held before that time. He therefore suggested 

that the Director -General consider the possibility of including a proposal to that 

effect in the draft programme and budget for 1958. 

Professor JULIUS (Netherlands) agreed with the United Kingdom delegate that the 

Central Technical Services were WHO's essential services. Their work was of the 

greatest benefit to all. While much of аН018 activity was short -term, the work of 

the Central Technical Services was long -term; and the development of the Organiz 

ationls long -term services was in the interests of all. He therefore supported the 

suggestion put forward by the delegate of the United Kingdom. 

иr JILL (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), in connexion 

with the United States suggestion that a second conference of national committees on 

vital and health statistics and other equivalent bodies be called in 1958, said that 

his delegation could not commit itself there and then to participation in such a 

conference. He assumed however that the Director -General would go into the matter 

and if he found a case for calling such a conference, would communicate with üоvern- 

ments in order to obtain their considered views. He assured the Committee that any 

such proposal emanating from WHO would be given careful study in the United Kingdom. 

Referring to the proposal in the programme and budget for an epidemiological 

study group (Official Records Nо. 66, рagе 24), he asked what would be the objects 

of such a group. 
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Dr GE R (l�ssistant Director -General, Department of Central Technical Services) 

Secretary, assumed that the Committee did not wish to hear the Secretariat's views 

on the United States proposal regarding 1958, at the meeting in progress, It 

would receive careful study in due course. 

In reply to the United Kingdom delegate, he explained that WHO was doing much 

varied work in epidemiology. That work was expanding and taking on new forms; 

more and more requests for assistance were being received; the work of the field 

services was becoming increasingly epidemiological in nature, and so the Director - 

General wished to have his policies and techniques reviewed by experts. That was 

the task of the proposed study group. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL said that in his understanding the United Kingdom 

proposal regarding the Central Technical Services was for a general appraisal of 

what was being done and how, with a view to suggesting improvements. That did 

not necessarily involve increases in the budget. 

He expressed concern at the suggestion by the delegate of Ireland. He did 

not think that wнО's world -wide activities had become static. The i visory 

Services, being a newer concept, had tended to receive more attention than the 

Central Technical Services whose long established activities had been continuing 

without requiring so much. He agreed that there was a case for appraising the 

work of the Central Technical Services in the manner suggested, and he would bear 

it in mind. 
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There were no comments on sections 4.0, 4.1 and 4,2 under Central Technical 

Services. 

In connexion with section 4.3 (Editorial and Reference Services) the 

DIRECTOR- GENERAL drew the attention of the Committee to page 11 of Official 

Records No. 69, which, gave a summary analysis, by main features of the programme, 

of the increase of $ 1 238 516 in the proposed alternative effective working budget 

of $ 10 203 084. During the Committeets discussion on the budget ceiling, the 

United States proposal had specified that the increases foreseen for statutory 

salary increments, other statutory stаf: costs and increased costs of continuing 

activities relating to malaria eradication and atomic energy were to stand 

(document A9 /Р &В /Min /8, page 10). If the Committee were now to approve the 

proposed increase of $ 52 260 in the cost of publications (the fifth item in the 

table on page 11 of Official Records No. 69), that would mean that a large 

proportion of the $ 2O0 000 suggested for new activities or for increasing the 

level of existing activities would in fact go to publications. He wished the 

Committee to be aware, that in approving increased expenditure on publications, 

it would be tacitly approving a decrease in other activities, or at least 

eliminating the possibility of increased activity. 

The CHАIRMAN asked whether the Director -General wished to maintain the 

increase for publications and considered that any decrease should be in another 

section. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL said that he had only wished the Committee to be fully 

aware that the increase for publications would have to be counter - balanced by a 

decrease elsewhere. 
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The CHAIRMAN asked whether the Director -General wished the Committee to take 

a policy decision regarding the cuts which would have to be made as a result of the 

lowered budgetary ceiling. It would be useful for the Committee to know whether 

the Director -General had any specific proposals to make. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL said that cuts would be required to a total amount of 

$ 741 600. A large proportion of that amount would have to be saved on regional 

activities. But until he had heard the Committee's views on the reductions to be 

made in other parts of the budget, such as that under discussion, he could not make 

specific proposals. 

The CHAIRMAN said that as the decision on the budget ceiling had been taken, 

it was for the Director -General and his colleagues on the Secretariat to meet the 

situation. 

The DIRECTOR- GENERAL thanked the Chairman for his frankness. 

He thought that it would be difficult for the Committee to go into the 

details of cuts, especially those to be made in the regional programmes. That 

would have to be left to himself in consultation with the regional directors and 

regional committees, although it was a difficult matter: Member States would not 

be satisfied and the responsibility of the Secretariat in the matter would be very 

great. 

But there was the question of other general increases where the Committee's 

opinion would be useful, for instance the point he had raised in connexion with 

publications, If the Committee approved the proposed increase, he would have 
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to make a corresponding cut somewhere in the regional programmes. Until the 

Committee had expressed an opinion on such matters, he could not know how much 

of the $ 741 600 would have to be saved on regional programmes. 

The CHAIRMAN considered that the course suggested by the Director -General was 

the only possible one at that stage. The World Health Assembly had discharged 

its responsibility in voting the budget ceiling and now all that remained was for 

the Director -General to adjust his proposals to the new budget ceiling and make 

any cuts required. It was wise to leave such adjustments to the Director -General, 

but that would not prevent delegates from stating their views in the present 

Committee, views which the Director -General would take into consideration when 

making the adjustments, 

It was so agreed. 

Mr JILL (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) pointed out, 

in connexion with the $ 52 260 for publications, that the Manual of the 

International Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death 

would have to be published in 1957 since it was to come into force in 1958. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL said that he was aware of the fact and would continue to 

bear it in mind. 

The CHAIRMAN asked whether the Committee was in agreement not to suggest 

specific cuts or increases in the regional programmes. 

It was so agreed. 
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Advisory Services 

There were no comments on section 5.0 of the budget document. 

In connexion with section 5,1 (Communicable Disese Services), 

Dr FRANDSEN (Denmark) recalled that during the review of work done in 1955, the 

delegate of India had raised the problem of virus diseases and asked for WHO to 

intensify its activity, in that field (document A9 /Р&В /Min /2, page 13). The 

control of the virus diseases was a problem of the utmost importance to his own 

country, and the main problem in dealing with such diseases at the present time 

was to obtain accurate diagnosis. Excellent zoological methods had been worked 

out whereby it was possible to identify most of the viruses, but the difficulty 

was to obtain good specific antigens and sera. It was beyond the possibilities 

of all but the bst equipped laboratories to make diagnostic antigens and sera, 

The few who did make them, did so for their own use. The necessary antigens and 

sera were therefore not readily obtainable and when obtainable at all were Expensive. 

If WHO, by co- ordinating the work of the producing laboratories, by giving grants, 

or by any other meаnp could make diagnostic antigens available at a reasonable price 

for use in diagnostic laboratories, important progress would have been made in the 

control of virus diseases. If antigens and sera were available, even small and 

relatively primitive laboratories would be able to do the diagnostic work which 

was such an important contribution to public health. Any help which WHO could 

provide would be of ;Treat and immediate practical importance. He hoped the 

Director- General would consider this point for future action by WHO. 
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Referring to section 5.2 (Organization of Public- Health Sаrvices), 

Dr MELLВУЕ (Norway) recalled that in 1952, in connexion with the winter Olympic 

Games, an interesting conference on sport and health had been held, which had 

recommended that WHO convene an expert committee to analyse the health aspects of 

sport. There were a number of reasons for a stronger interest in the medical 

aspects if sport. The number of people practising sport was increasing to such 

an extent-that it was beginning to influence the health of entire populations. 

In his delegationts experience, sport had not always a beneficial influence on 

health, but only limited information was available on the relation between the 

two. He would be grateful if the Director- General would recommend the formation 

of a group to study the various aspects of sport and health, in the near future. 

The CНАIRMAN urged members of the Committee to come forward with suggestions, 

so that in preparing the programme and budget for 1958 the Director -General could 

know what was wanted and how great was the demand. 

Professor СANAPERIА (Italy) expressed his interest in the remarks of the 

delegate of Norway. He had been surprised when, in 1954, an application from the • 
Fëdération internationale de Мedecine sportive to enter into relations with WHO 

had been rejected. He thought that the subject was one to which public health 

administrators might well pay more attention. Sport could now determine the 

state of health of thousands of young people in all countries and there was no 

doubt that a thorough investigation of its influence on their bodies and minds 

would be useful from the point of view of medico- social welfare. He would 

therefore support the proposal of the delegate of Norway and ask the Director -General 

to give that problem his attention. 
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He drew the Committeers attention to the fact that the programme of health 

education for 1957 described under section 5.2.4 was not very extensive. Health 

education was the very basis of any public health programme and as such deserved 

more attention, The relationship between various problems such as environmental 

sanitation, nutrition and health education, was also worthy of study. He would 

like to see an expert committee or•a conference, regional or inter- regional, 

on the points he had raised. 

In reply to Dr MacCOR.NACK (Ireland), the CHAIRKAN said that time would 

permit some exchange of views for the guidance of the Director -General in 

framing his future programmes. . 

Dr van Zile HYDE (United States of America) suggested that as the importance 

of the relations between sport and medicine would vary from region to region, the 

subject should first be discussed at regional committee level. However, he did not 

wish to make a formal proposal. 

Dr SIRI (Argentina) said that in his view maternal and child health and mental 

health were two of the most important subjects with which the Organization was 

called upon to deal. He hoped that everything possible would be done to promote 

them. 

Dr SYMAN (Israel) noted that the range of subjects covered by the Social and 

Occupational Health Section (5.2.3) was very wide, and wondered whether, in view 

of the expansion of all the functions and responsibilities listed, it might not be 

better to have the section sub -divided. In his opinion, the organization of 
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medical care, hospital administration and the medical aspects of social security, 

to mention only three of the subjects, should be dealt with separately. 

Dr JULIUS (Netherlands), referring to section 5.2.6 (Mental Health), said 

that WHO was carrying out the greatest biological experiment on man which had 

ever been attempted, that is, bringing health. The consequences might be mental 

repercussions of unforeseen dimensions. He therefore urged the Committee to 

pay the greatest attention to that section. He suggested that its activities 

might be expanded in the future. 

The DIRECTOR- GEN;АL said that the Secretariat had noted the points put 

forward for its guidance in framing future programmes. 

As regards the suggestion made by the delegate of Israel, he explained that 

some of the sections were in fact a pool of activities which it had so far been 

impossible to deal with otherwise. He agreed with Dr Syman that the time would 

come when it would be necessary to sub -divide. 

The meeting rose at 5.45 р»m, 


