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1. REVI 7 OF WORK DURING 1955 (ARTICLE 1Sd): ANNUAL REPORT OF ТHE ➢'RECTOR- GENERAL: 
Item 6.2 of the Agenda (Official Record No. 67) (continued) 

Chapter 13: South -East Asia Region (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN asked for any further comments on the report on the South -East 

Asia region. 

Dr FAQUIR' (Afghanistan) expressed the appreciation of his Government for the 

guidance given by WHO in the development of public health services in Afghanistan, 

where the Organization's assistance had covered many fields, from cnmmunicaЫe- 

disease control to the training of personnel. He would, however, make a plea for 

the inclusion in the 1957 programme of a project in the control of trachoma, a 

disease from which many people in his country suffered, 

Dr MONTRI (Thailand) paid a tribute to the work of the Regional Director in 

helping to improve health conditions in Thailand, Great progress had been made 

in the control of yawa and leprosy and in BOG vaccination; and, thanks to the 

assistance of WHO, UNICEF and the United States International Co- operation 

Administration, the same progress had been made in the control of malaria. In 

this connexion, however, he would stress the importance of joint action by 

neighbouring countries. There could be no standing still in the fight against 

malaria, especially once the confidence of the public had been gained. 

Chapter 15: Eastern Mediterranean Region 

Dr ТАВА, Deputy Regional Director of the Eastern Mediterranean Region, said 

that the main work of the Regional Office had been in connexion with the 

strengthening of national health administrations, the training of personnel and 

the control of communicable diseases. 
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The shortage of health personnel in the Region presented a major problem and 

each year a larger proportion of the budget was being allocated to educational projects. 

In 1955, of 79 WHO projects in operation in the Region, 21 dealt exclusively or 

predominantly with education and training, and in 1956 there would be 28 such projects. 

Assistance was being given not only on a national level but also on an inter - 

country basis. Great interest was being shown in nursing schools and assistance was 

being given to a number of such schools on a national level. The technical discussions 

connected with the 1955 Regional Committee meeting had been on nursing and some 

delegations had included a nurse. A project was in operation in Gondar, Ethiopia, 

for providing training for various categories of auxiliary personnel. On the inter - 

country level, a regional college of nursing of university standard had been 

established in Alexandria. 

Seminars had also been prominent features of the programme. In 1955 a travelling 

seminar for senior public health administrators had been held. Participants had 

visited Egypt and the Sudan and inspected health institutions in those two countries. 

That seminar had been very successful and plans were being made to hold a similar one 

to visit two other countries in the region in 1958. Planning meetings had been held 

for two seminars which would take place in 1956, one of which would be on maternal 

arid child health and the other on environmental sanitation. 

A course on meat hygiene had been held with 39 participants and courses for 

junior sanitarians would continue during the next few years. Health education was 

also gaining an increasingly prominent place in the Region, courses having been 

started in Calioub and at the UNESCO- sponsored Arab States Fundamental Education 

Centre in Sirs- El -Layan, Egypt. 
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Fellowships were increasing in number, 188 awards having been made by VIHO in 1955. 

Those fellowships were predominantly but not exclusively post -graduate in character. 

Projects to assist proviгΡcial health administration and to deal with rural health 

problems had been introduced. 

Control of communicable diseases still played a major role in the regional 

programme. Implementation of plans prepared for the eradication of malaria in a group 

of countries would be begun on an inter-country basis in 1956. An evaluation of the 

pilot project in Egypt on communicable eye diseases had started and he hoped to be 

able to report results to the next Health Assembly. 

In conclusion, he remarked that the Region had been confronted with problems, 

which had been satisfactorily surmounted, after the introduction in 1955 of the new 

procedure for programme planning under Technical Assistance. Programme planning had 

been more satisfactory so far during the current year and he thought that the scheme 

would perhaps work smoothly in the foreseeable future, when the countries became more 

acquainted with the procedure. 

Dr HALAWANI (Egypt) said he would like to avail himself of the opportunity to 

express his delegation's appreciation of the work of the Regional Office for the 

Eastern Mediterranean and of its staff. The able direction of Dr Shousha, who had 

throughout shouldered the burden of responsibility, was greatly esteemed both in 

Egypt and elsewhere in the Region. 

The report of the Director -General contained an interesting description of the 

activities of the Calioub Demonstration and Training Area, in Egypt. That was a 

project worthy of attention; its main objective was to provide governments with a 
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proving ground where different patterns of health services and public health 

administrations could be tried out. Egypt was looking hopefully to the. eventual 

results which would bear, among other important matters, on problems, of rural 

sanitation. 

That led him to the question of the existing shortage of sanitary engineers. 

One line of action for WHO which would be most helpful for the countries of the Region 

would be to grant more fellowships for training in that branch. Trained staff were 

also sadly lacking for bilharziasis control work, He welcomed the plan to set up a 

special training centre in Egypt, to serve the needs of the area as a whole, Much 

experience had already been gained in the control of bilharziasis, but the need 

still persisted for action at the international level, particularly on such matters 

as research into irrigation problems and the training of engineers. 

With regard to insect -borne virus diseases, his delegation still believed that 

there was an urgent need to continue research work. Trachoma was of especial 

importance but an overall approach should be encouraged. 

Work on malaria eradication was developing satisfactorily in the Region and his 

delegation hoped that it would be extended to Egypt. In that connexion, a study on 

the g:.-ographic distribution in the Region of the dangerous vector, Anopheles gambiae, 

was advisable, 

The report had also stressed the need of eradicating the Ades aegypti from the 

Region, That was of great importance as it would render certain areas non -receptive 

to yellow fever and jaundice. 

Egypt was looking forward to the fulfilment of the programme on nursing. WHO had 

given assistance in the setting up of the High School of Nursing in Alexandria which 

would, before long, provide an answer to Egypt's present shortage of nursing staff. 
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One of the most encouraging developments in the Region was the growing interest 

in building closer relations between the health services and other social and welfare 

branches. Egypt had taken the lead in providing co- ordinated services of the kind. 

A large number of community centres were being established to care for all the needs 

of the rural populations, Health education of the public was a related activity of 

much importance. It was to be the topic of technical discussion at the next meeting 

of Sub -Committee А. Egypt believed that the old methods should be revised and new 

ways sought suited to the needs of the countries in the Region and that would entail 

prolonged study of the social and economic conditions of the peoples concerned. 

Dr NASSIF Saudi Arabia) said that his country, through the endeavours of the 

Regional Director and his staff, was becoming more and more intimately linked with 

the work of the Region. There was a growing appreciation, too, of the efforts of 

WHO, and these, he was sure would be helpful in co- ordinating his Governments health 

programmes and bringing more fruitful results in the coming years. 

Dr ANOUТI (Lebanon) thanked Dr Shousha, Dr Taba and the staff of the Regional 

Office for the substantial help which they had given to all countries of the Region, 

including his own. Lebanon had derived particular benefit in regard to projects of 

technical assistance, environmental sanitation, tuberculosis and malaria control, 

rehabilitation of physically handicapped children and fellowships. 

His Government would like to see the number of fellowships increased; it would 

welcome the grant of a fellowship in the study of isotopes, as was currently 

examining the possibility of setting up an isotopes production centre in Beirut, 
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Dr AMOUZEGAR (Iran) thanked WHO and the Regional Office for their co- operation 

with his Government in the successful achievement of public health projects, 

Without that help, many of his Government's goals would not have been reached. 

He pointed out that Member States of the Region were allocating considerable 

sums of money each year for the improvement of health conditions. Iran, in addition 

to its regular health budget of 35 million dollars annually, had earmarked 

75 million dollars to be spent on improvement projects over a seven -.year period. 

If those important sums were to be used to the best advantage, some assurance should 

be given that the best available minds would be employed in carrying out projects. 

He regretted to have to report that Iran had had experts of dubious worth sent out 

by WHO, The projects had been failures and the reputation of н0 had suffered as a 

result. Once that had happened it was very difficult to retrieve the position, 

largely because of the administrative conditions invo1ved, He requested that 

particular attention should be given to the selection of experts in order to ensure 

the success and continuity of the programmes. 

His Government was of the opinion that there was little value in providing 

short -term consultants for the carrying out of surveys. Frequently such consultants 

were only just beginning to understand the people and the country in which they were 

working when it was time for them to leave. Their reports could therefore not be 

really helpful. 

The granting of fellowships was a Qontinuing WHO activity that should be given 

the highest consideration. The system was admittedly open to improvement. Much had 

already been said about the relative value of intea- .regional and inter -regional 

training. But the disadvantages cited in regard to the latter did not necessarily 
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justify its complete exclusion. Irrespective of whether an individual fellow took 

service or not in his home country, he still remained a potential asset to the world 

in general. Moreover, his experience abroad could not but provide an incentive 

towards trying to improve conditions at home, and, above all, there was the benefit 

to him of the general broadening of his horizon which, indirectly, might enable him 

to make his contribution to the establishment of peace and security in the world. 

His delegation accordingly believed that due provision should be made for both types 

of training, as they were undoubtedly complementary. 

Mr NIGER (Libya) said that the continuation and successful development of his 

country's programme for improving public health services was largely с'le to the 

еtаг�ce, ur!'erstflnding вΡ, i frirxfliness of Dr Shвousha, Dr Taba and chе staff of 

the Regional Office. 

His Government had welcomed the priority given to the training of qualified and 

auxiliary personnel in 1955 and was glad that increased assistance was to be given 

to that programme in the future. 

Mr ELSAYED (Sudan) associated himself with the appreciative remarks already 

made concerning the work of Dr Shousha and his staff, and thanked them particularly 

for the help extended to the Sudan. 

One difficulty his Government had found in the planning and carrying out of its 

development programmes was due to the fact that the various assisting agencies had 

different financial years. If some formula to overcome that could be found, it would 

be most helpful to the Governments. 
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Mr TOFFOLON (Yemen) thanked the Director -General for his excellent Report and 

expressed appreciation of the constant interest shown by Dr Shousha in the affairs 

of Yemen. The Director -General's Report pointed out that the countries in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region could be considered as coming under three separate 

groups. Yemen came within the group of countries in which the development of health 

services and health administration was at a very early stage, 

He considered that countries in that group should have priority for WHO's 

assistance, taking account, naturally, of budgetary possibilities and the ability 

of the country concerned to absorb the assistance given. Such priority was of 

particular importance in regional projects. As an example, he mentioned the project 

for malaria eradication in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, which, for success, 

required the co- operation of all countries in the Region, Unless the less -developed 

countries received additional aid, they might lag behind the others and impede the 

progress of the campaign. 

In conclusion, he would like to associate himself with the suggestion presented 

by many delegates, and in particular, by the delegates of Egypt and Iraq, with 

regard to the control of bilharziasis. This disease presented a major problem in 

Yemen and was, in fact, of more importance than malaria. 

Dr EL-CHAT' (Syria ) expressed appreciation for the work undertaken by II0 in 

1955 and particularly with the assistance given to his own country. He associated 

himself with the remarks made by the delegate of Iran on fellowships. Without 

belittling the value of intra -regional fellowships, he would emphasize that inter- 

regional and дΡ,nternational fellowships were still necessary, and any reduction of 

such fellowships would, in his opinion, widen the gap between nations. 
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• Dr AL -WAHBI Iraq), after thanking the Regional Director and his staff, said 

that the work which had been accomplished during the last seven years had been of 

the utmost importance to all health authorities in the Eastern Mediterranean Region; 

he was sure that all delegations from the Region would agree that the Regional Office 

had not only acted as a stimulus to those authorities in strengthening their health 

services but had also undertaken excellent work by initiating projects in all health 

fields. 

Dr Taba had mentioned the emphasis tel:Lng placed on the training of health 

personnel to strengthen the health services of the Region, and on the control of 

communicable diseases. Much had been done in both fields and a number of projects 

initiated by WHO were being continued successfully by the governments. All were 

agreed that the main purpose of the work of the Organization was to stimulate interest 

in projects which countries could continue by themselves. An examples which 

eoncernpd Iraq he would mention the projects for control of bilharziasis and of 

tuberculosis in that country. They had been taken over by the local health 

authorities and were now considered as a training centre for the members of the 

Region and for countries from other regions. 

The Regional Office had been working according•to the established policy that 

all members of the Region would contribute to the work. He was pleased to say that 

complete understanding and complete co- operation existed between members of the 

Region and the Regional Office. 

Dr TABA, Deputy Director of the Eastern Mediterranean Region, thanked the 

delegates on behalf of the Regional Director for their kind remarks. He had noted 

the points mentioned by individual delegates and assured them that appropriate 

action would be taken. 
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Bilharziasis had an important place in the regional programme and everything 

possible would be done to combat the disease. 

In reply to the remarks of the delegate of Iran regarding short -term 

consultants, he said that no project was ever undertaken except on the request of 

the government concerned; if there were projects which consisted exclusively in the 

provision of short-term consultants, that was because they had been asked for in 

that form. 

Chapter 14: European Region 

Dr MONТUS, Deputy Director, European Region, introduced the report, which 

briefly reviewed the most important activities in the Region during 1955. An attempt 

had been made to bring out as far as possible some of the future lines for action 

by the Regional Office. 

During 1955 Member States in the Region had taken an active part in its work; 

it was to be hoped that their collaboration would be strengthened in the near future 

by the return to active participation of the countries of Eastern Europe. 

The Regional Committee at its fifth session had revised the programme for 1956 

and studied the programme and budget for 1957. It had noted with satisfaction that 

a training course for health physicists in radiation protection had been added to the 

inter -country programmes for 1955, 

The report also contained information on the transfer of the Regional Office to 

Copenhagen, which was due to take place in the first half of 1957. 

The year 1955 had marked the end of a first four -year period in respect of which 

the Regional Committee had laid down guiding principles at its second session to 

goverA the regional activities. In stressing general trends, he would first draw 
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attention to the efforts made to foster programmes of interest to given countries, 

financed largely from Technical Assistance funds. Seven countries of the Region 

had benefited in that way in 1955. 

Endeavours had also been made to maintain assistance to teaching and technical 

training institutions and to continue the fellowship programme; 337 fellowships had 

been granted in the European Region in 1955. 

Another clearly emerging trend had been the regular and progressive development 

of the inter- country programme, financed almost wholly out of the regular budget; a 

full list of the projects carried out would be found in Part IV of the Report. Some 

35 projects in all had been successfully completed in 1955. It would be seen, too, 

that the number of group training courses was increasing from year to year, He 

enumerated a number of the more important of those training courses. Other inter -country 

activities - such as the Study Group on Mental Health through Public -Health Practice, 

held at Monaco, and the Study Group on Atherosclerosis and Ischaemic Heart Diseases, 

held in Geneva - had marked the first step in what was likely to be part of the 

Region's continuing activities in future in the public health aspects of chronic 

diseases, 

Among the characteristic projects reviewed in the Report, he would draw 

particular attention to the programmes on communicable eye diseases and the 

professional training of sanitary engineers; and to the development of training 

courses in anaesthesiology, 

Collaboration with other agencies - the United Nations, ILO, UNESCO, FAO, UNICEF, 

the High Commissioner for Refugees - had been maintained at a very satisfactory level. 

Use had been made of the training facilities of the International Children's Centre 
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in Paris and contacts had been maintained with the Rockefeller Foundation in regard 

to professional training programmes in rural hygiene in particular; the closest 

collaboration had also been established with the Council of Europe on its proposed 

fellowship programme, which the Regional Office had offered to administer. 

In conclusion, he stated that the Regional Committee at its fifth session had 

approved a progi'amme of work to cover the period 1957 -1960, and it had affirmed its 

view that the best way in which the Regional Office could aid governments in 

strengthening their health services was to continue efforts for the co- ordination 

of health programmes, interchange of experience and the development of educational 

and professional training programmes for medical and health personnel. 

Dr ANDERSEN (Denmark) thanked Dr Montus for his review of the past year's work 

in the European Region. His delegation had been deeply moved to hear of the serious 

illness of the Regional Director, Dr Begg, The work done by Dr Begg had been 

uniformly excellent; he regretted that Dr Begg was not present in person to receive 

the thanks due to himself and his staff. 

The survey in the Report presented a picture of excellent work. Without 

entering into details, he would simply stress the fact that the inter -country 

programmes in the Region had developed and increased from 1950 onwards. It was very 

important that that trend should be maintained in the future. 

Professor GRASSET (Switzerland) said his delegation would like to express 

appreciation of the benefit his country had received from fellowships granted during 

1955 in various fields. It was also grateful for the services of experts provided 

for specific objectives, such as dental services in mountainous regions and the 

organization of nursing schools. 

He would like to associate himself with the Danish delegate's remarks regarding 

Dr Begg. 
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Dr KARABUDA (Turkey) wished to begin by paying a public tribute to the 

Regional Director and his staff for their active efforts to implement the various 

programmes drawn up by agreement with his Government in 1955; the results promised 

to be fruitful. The maternal and child health programme and the nursing advisory 

programmes had in fact been successfully drawn up and were now under way. The courses 

at the School of Publie Health in Ankara, organized by the Turkish Ministry of Health, 

with the collaboration of WHO, had been particularly appreciated. 

The BCG vaccination campaign, carried out with the helpful assistance of UNICEF, 

was in full operation. Up to the end of last year nearly ten million persons had 

been tested and approximately four million vaccinated. The vaccine for the campaign 

was being provided wholly by the Ankara laboratory which had been established with 

the aid of WHO and UNICEF. With further help from the two organizations, the 

laboratory could be transformed into a production centre for the supply of BCG 

vaccine to neighbouring countries. 

The Tuberculosis Centre at Istanbul, set up with WHO aid in 1951, continued to 

operate under the direction of national experts; its international character was 

maintained by the attendance of a number of WHO fellows from the European Region. 

In closing, he expressed the hope that Dr Begg would soon be completely 

recovered. 

Dr AUJALEU (France) said his delegation would like to take the opportunity to 

commend the work of the Regional Office. A matter of special note was the particular 

direction given to its activities, so that the Region as a whole greatly benefited. 

That method might one day serve as a pilot study for the other Regions. 
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Three trends had emerged in particular on which he would like to compliment 

the Regional Office, The first was the substantial and ever -increasing development 

of the inter -country programmes, particularly in the field of group training, Such 

programmes were likely to foster still more the internaticial spirit in Europe - a 

continent so often divided by individualism. 

The second outstanding trend was the tendency to bring together as a team 

representatives of the different disciplines. That might appear to be a perfectly 

commonplace proceeding but the fact was that it had rarely been tried hitherto; the 

results had been found extremely satisfactory all round. 

The third remarkable trend was the way in which the Regional Office had 

eschewed the traditional domains and had directed its activities to modern trends as, 

for instance in the prophylaxy of tubereul'sis and the need to adjust public health 

services to the aging trend in the population. He also had in mind the studies on 

the prevention of degenerative diseases of the cardiovasculaг system and heart 

affections. Lastly, he noted how swiftly the Regional Office had seized the 

opportunity to provide training for health physicists on radiation protection. He 

was convinced that the Regional бffice would next be proposing to extend its 

activities to the study of other problems, such as accident prevention, cancer, and 

so on, which were troubling the European countries, 

The success of all those activities was due in large part to the team spirit 

that animated the staff of the Regional Office, and in particular its higher 

officials. His delegation sincerely hoped that the team would soon be again at full 

strength and able to continue its admirable work. 
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Dr CRAМAROSSA (Italy) commended the good work done by the Regional Office and 

expressed best wishes for Dr Beggs return to health. He particularly congratulated 

the Director fk.r his work in promoting public health education and for organizing 

a single regional project with the object of introducing uniformity in the programmes 

of the European schools, He particularly welcomed, too, the preliminary work on a 

further c 'Inference on post -graduate education, to be held in 1956. In that connexion, 

he had one recommendation to put forward, namely, that the summary relating to 

education and present -day tendencies in university and post -graduate education in 

Europe, that had been drawn up on the basis of the documentation emerging from the 

two conferences held at Nancy (1952) and G6teborg (1953) should be issued before the 

forthcoming conference, for reasons that would be readily understandable. 

With regard to the training of sanitary engineers, he would point out that most 

of the participants at the symposium held at Oxford had been generally agreed on the 

impossibility of training sanitary engineers to the point of specialization in all 

the branches of the subject, because of the diversity and range that would have to 

be covered. Training institutions should therefore be encouraged to cultivate an 

overall approach in view of the fact that the specific field of work in which a 

student would later be practising could not be foreseen in advance. 

Dr MacCORMA.CK (Ireland) said he was sure that all the Members of the European 

Region would join with him in asking that the Director -General should convey a 

special message to Dr Begg from the Members of the Region, regretting his absence 

from the present Assembly and sending their best wishes for his recovery, 
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Dr van Zile HYDE (United States of America) felt that other Members of the 

Organization would like to be associated with the message and suggested that it be 

sent in the name of the Committee as a whole. 

Dr TOGBA (Liberia) suggested that, in the light of the effective work done by 

Dr Begg, the Committee might wish to go further and recommend that the Health 

Assembly send the message to Dr Begg, in the form of a resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN felt sure that that would be the will of the Committee. He had a 

great regard for Dr Begg and the work that he had done; it was to be hoped that he 

would be able to resume his functions at an early date. 

Chapter 16: Western Pacific Region 

Dr FANG, Director, Western Pacific Region, said that the period under review 

had seen more rapid progress in a number of WHO- assisted projects in the Region, due, 

in part, to the improved conditions in certain areas, 

The Regional Office had continued to provide assistance in strengthening 

national teaching institutions by exchange programmes, visiting lecturers, and the 

provision of medical literature and equipment, That type of assistance was not only 

directly useful, but would in the long run be of benefit to the Region as a whole by 

expanding facilities for inter -regional training. In the countries faced with an 

acute shortage of medical and auiliary personnel of all grades, assistance had been 

given in training sub -professional personnel for service in rural areas, As the 

number of workers in those grades increased, the level of training would be 

gradually raised. 



A9 /Р&в /мin /k 
page 18 

In the field of communicable diseases, action designed to control tuberculosis, 

yaws and malaria had been continued. As the BCG campaigns approached their end, 

increasing emphasis was being placed upon overall control action into which those 

campaigns would be integrated, The inter -country yaws programme in the South Pacific 

islands was progressing according to plan, Active campaigns were in progress in 

Fiji, Western Samoa and Netherlands New Guinea and were expected to be extended to 

other island territories during the coming year. 

Considerable progress had been made in the field of malaria. Eradication 

programmes were being carried out in Taiwan and the Philippines, During the year, 

two malaria conferences had been held, one in Phnom -Penh, Cambodia, and the second 

in Kuching, Sarawak, as a first step towards the promotion of inter -country and 

inter -regional malaria control programmes, 

The Regional Office had also been active in assisting governments to define 

their environmental sanitation problems. Increased interest had been shown in 

mental health - particularly in childhood - dental.health, leprosy control and 

filariasis. It was expected that work in those fields would increase in the coming 

years. 

Nursing education activities had expanded as well and would continue to do so, 

UNICEF and WHO together had given assistance on maternal and child health questions. 

New centres had been opened and some projects were focussing attention on school 

health programmes. 

As a number of projects were approaching the final stage, increasing 

responsibility was being assumed by the national health administrations, so that 

when the international staff were eventually withdrawn the projects could still be 

carried on smoothly. 



A9 /P&в /мin /4 
page 19 

The Office had maintained close liaison with the UNICEF Asia Regional Office 

and had given technical assistance and guidance on a large number of projects. 

The Regional programme as a whole benefited considerably by UNICEF aid in the form 

of supplies and equipment. Discussions on current and proposed projects with the 

resident Technical Assistance Representative in the Philippines and with the 

Regional Representative of the Technical Assistance Board in Bangkok had proved 

useful in smoothing out problems in the Technical Assistance programme, 

' The question of suitable accommodation for the Regional Office was still under 

negotiation with the Host Government, which had set up a special sub- committee to 

deal with the matter. The Philippine Government had been informed of the site that 

appeared to be most suitable from the point of view of the Organization and other 

United Nations agencies in Manila, and a recent Cabinet decision had been taken 

to make the proposed site available. 

Dr KKAI (Viet Nam) expressed his delegation's appreciation of the excellent 

wоi done by Dr Fang and his staff in 1955. Apart from specific projects and 

fellowships, the Regional Office had organized study groups on specific problems 

such as the transmission of communicable diseases by arthropods and the 

strengthening of national teaching institutions. It had also set up a co- ordinating 

committee on malaria control in his part of the Region. 

Viet Nam had benefited in particular from the programmes on maternal and child 

health and tuberculosis and from fellowships, for all of which it wished to express 

its gratitude to WHO. 
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Dr В=МЕR (Netherlands) wished to make a few comments on WHO's work in the 

Western Pacific Region, of which Netherlands New Guinea was a Member, Netherlands 

New Guinea had developed rapidly during the past five years. In addition to the 

malaria control service already in existence, 1955 had seen the setting up of 

auxiliary services covering yaws, leprosy, tuberculosis and infant mortality. 

WHO had shown particular interest in the territory's needs and had sent visiting experts 

for the technical guidance of UNICEF' in organizing the malaria control and mass yaws 

control projects that were now in progress; a third project concerning tuberculosis 

control was still under negotiation. The Netherlands Government provided the staff 

and personnel but the work was done in close co- operation with WHO and the fellow- 

ships that had been granted had played a particularly significant role. 

Much had already been said in the Committee on the subject of fellowships; 

the Committee could be assured that the grants were made only after careful 

selection and that the fellows were subsequently placed in suitable posts upon 

their return. 

Dr YEN (China) also expressed his delegation's appreciation to the Regional 

Director and his staff, advisors and field team leaders, for the able assistance 

given to his Government in carrying out its 1955 health programmes, 

The advances achieved in the Region had been remarkable. In his own country 

great progress had been made in the control of malaria, trachoma, venereal diseases 

and tuberculosis and in maternal and child health services and nursing education, 

largely through the instrumentality of WHO. In that connexion, he would like to 

express his country's thanks to the other agencies, such as UNICEF' and the United 

States ICA, for the substantial aid they too had given, 
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The Regional Committee had taken the initiative in promoting the interchange 

of information among the Member countries of the Region; that was a highlу 

satisfactory departure. He was glad to note, too, that environmental sanitation 

was receiving more attention. A zonal meeting on the subject was to be held in 

Taipeh in November 1955, from which it was hoped that all the participants would 

derive much benefit, 

Thus, through the efforts of the Regional Office and its competent staff, 

the Member countries of the Region had been encouraged in 1955 to take greater 

interest in health conditions throughout the area in general. In addition to the 

active interchange of information, health officers had visited neighbouring 

countries to gain the benefit of field experience. That was an excellent example 

of closer collaboration and assistance at the inter -country level. The end result 

could not but be a step towards the chosen goal of bettering the health of the 

peoples of the Region. 

Dr зМЦОЕК (Cambodia) thanked the Director of the Region on behalf of his 

delegation for the excellent work carried out by WHO in Cambodia from 1951 to the 

present date. 

Professor FORD (Australia) endorsed the previous tributes to the Regional 

Director and his staff and joined in the earlier satisfaction expressed in regard 

to the numerous educational projects included in the Regions programme, One of 

the happiest features of the past few years had been the eager and widespread 

search for medical education and training of health workers in general. The 
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establishment and encouragement of local training institutions and the provision 

of undergraduate facilities for education generally were particularly inspiring; 

in this development, lay the Regions hopes for the future, 

The meeting rose at 5,45 p,m. 


