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1. THIRD REPORT OF THE coМMIТТRF ON INTERNATIONAL, QUARANTINE: Item 6.8.2 of the 

Agenda (Documents А9/Р&В/7 and Add.l and Add.2, А9 /P&B /8 and (for English text 
only) Corr.1, A9 /P&B /IQ /3) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN asked whether any further delegations wished to make general remarks 

on the report under consideration (А9/Р&В/7), before the Sub -Committee went on to 

consider it in detail. As no further speakers were forthcoming, he went on to the 

detailed consideration. The first page and a half contained general information and 

would require no discussion. 

Third annual report by the Direгtor- General on the working of the International 
Sanitary Regulations 

Working of the Regulations as seen by the Organization 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that paragraph 2 (page 3) had already been dealt with 

by the Working Party on Pilgrimages. 

Dr JANZ (Portugal) said that his delegation was concerned at the conclusion of 

the Committee on International Quarantine (page 2, paragraph 1) that on the information 

available it was not able to make a decision on the frequency and method of sampling 

to be used in determining the Aëdes aegypti index, Two alternative ways of determining 

the index had been advanced at the Eighth World Health Assembly: the method of sampling 

and the method whereby all houses in a г1vеn area were examined. As the first method 

was eventually adopted, the Regulations should define what was an adequate sample as 

a basis for determining the index. The Pan American Sanitary Bureau had issued 

a document on methods of sampling and he thought that ought to be submitted to the 

Sub -Committee for study with a view to reaching agreement upon a uniform method of 

determining the index, for incorporation in the Additional Regulations. Otherwise 

it would be difficult to implement Article 6 of the Additional Regulations. 
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Dr JAFAR (Pakistan) stated that the Committee on International Quarantine had 

fully considered the question of further study of the statistical aspects of the index. 

That Committee had had before it details of the PASS method. However, when the 

question was put to the Section on Statistical Studies at Headquarters, it appeared 

that a proper method could be worked out only after further investigation. He did 

not think that any decision on the subject could be taken at the present stage. 

Dr DUREN (Be1gm) endorsed the remarks of the delegate of Portugal concerning 

the necessity for a standard method of establishing the index, which was capable of 

providing comparative results. It would not, however, be necessary t incorporate it 

in the Regulations. 

The СНЛIRMAN said that the study mentioned by Dr Jafar was to be submitted to the 

Committee on International Quarantine at its next session. 

Dr JANZ (Portugal) was satisfied with that information but pointed out that 

specific studies had to be carried out before putting regulations into effect, not 

afterwards. Otherwise, a certain amount of anxiety was engendered in the interval. 

Mr CАLDERWOOD (United States of America), referring to the application of the 

Regulations to diseases other than the quarantinable diseases (page 4, paragraph 9), 

noted that the Committee on International Quarantine was keeping the matter under 

consideration. At the same time the Director -General had expressed.coneern in 'his 

annual report about difficulties arising in the application of the Regulations because 
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of ambiguity in the text. Hence, the United States delegation wished to propose 

that the Director -General should be asked to report to the Tenth World Health 

Assembly, after consultation with the Committee on International Quarantine, on 

whether or not the Regulations should be considered as applicable to diseases 

other than the six quarantinable diseases, giving reasons for the conclusions 

reached. 

Decision: The United States proposal was adopted. 

Professor СANАPERIA (Italy) drew attention to the statement of opinion of 

the Quarantine Committee regarding the designation by a government of the medical 

services on board 34 of its merchant ships as approved centres for the issuance 

of certificates of vaccination against yellow fever (page 7, paragraph 19). 

The Committee considered that such centres would not comply with the requirements 

as set out in Appendix 3, as they would not be situated at all times in the 

territory of the State designating them nor under the direct supervision of the 

health administration. 

The position in Italy of the medical officer on board a passenger ship was 

a special one, Each of those medical officers had first to take a special diploma, 

after which he was recognized as the health officer on board his ship and was 

directly responsible for reporting at the end of each voyage to the Italian health 

authorities. In those circumstances, which had been brought to the attention of 

WHO, those medical officers should be regarded as public health officers. 
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Although not qualified to speak on the legal position it was a fact that 

any ship flying the Italian flag was part of Italian territory except when it 

was within the territorial waters of some other State. 

The regulations introduced in Italy had been drafted for the convenience of 

passengers who because they lived at a considerable distance from an approved 

vaccination centre, had not been able to have the vaccination performed before 

departure. The ships in question were well equipped to carry out the work of 

vaccination. He would accordingly ask that the Committee on International 

Quarantine should take those points into consideration, 

Dr JAFAR (Pakistan) proposed that the Sub -Committee should approve paragraph 19 

and at the same time refer the matter back to the Committee on International 

Quarantine for reconsideration in the light of Dr Canaperia1s statement. 

It was so agreed. 

Working of the Regulations as reported by Member States and Position of 
Countries and Territories under the International Sanitary Regulations, 1951, 
and the additional Regulations 1955 

The CHAIRM6.N directed attention to document A9 /Р&В /7 Add,1 and to Annex I to 

the report under consideration, in connexion with paragraph 29, He noted that 

there were no comments on the section. 

Reservations to the Additional Regulations 

The CHfiIRMAM referred the Sub -Committee to document WHO /IQ /33 and Add.l which 

reproduced the correspondence relating to the reservations, 
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In answer to a question put by Dr DUREN (Belgium), the CHАIRМAN said that the 

letter from the Government of Ceylon made it quite clear that the disease referred 

to in the first paragraph of the report on Ceylon was yellow fever, The 

correspondence would be published at the same time as the text of the reservations 

to ensure that the point was quite clear, 

Dr LАКSНМANAN (India) stated that the Government of India was ready to 

accept the recommendations of the Committee on International Quarantine in regard 

to the reservations it had entered on Articles 42, 43, 74 and 76 and on 

Appendices 3 and 6. It was, however, unable to accept the Committee's recommonda- 

tions on Indians reservations on Article 1 and Article 6, paragraph 2(b). The 

Committee, in modifying the reservation on Article 1 had laid down the condition 

that the Government of India, in declaring to the Organization the area or areas 

to which the reservation would apply, should give motives underlying such 

declaration and the reasons for urgency, in order to permit the Organization to 

notify all States accordingly. 

In regard to the reservation on Article 6, the Committee had inserted a 

reference to special circumstances for continuing to regard an area as remaining 

infected, after it had been declared free of yellow fever infection, under the 

Regulations, 

In the light of the information given in the report of the Conference on 

Yellow Fever, held in Washington in December 1954 (PASB Scientific Publication 

No. 19) and of that provided to the Sub -Committee at its second meeting by 

Dr Halawani of Egypt, it was quite clear that existing knowledge on the spread of 

yellow fever was still very incomplete. The variable period between the occurrence 
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of cases in different places in the same country, the time -lag in the notification 

of cases, the frequent scientific and big -game hunting expeditions into jungle 

areas and the facilities for air travel in the yellow -fever areas, were all factors 

obliging a receptive country like India to take all possible early measures to 

avoid possible adverse effects on the health of its people. 

It would accordingly be appreciated that the changes introduced in Inndia's • reservations were redundant. The fulfilling of those requirements would result 

in a monotonous repetition of the same reasons, time after time. The Indian 

delegation therefore reiterated its view that the text of the reservations, as 

originally notified, should stand. 

Dr ANWAR (Indonesia) referred to his statement at the previous meeting and 

said that, in view of the highly -receptive conditions in India so far as yellow 

fever was concerned, he would support the Indian delegate's proposal, 

The СHAI1МLN asked whether it would satisfy the delegate of India to have the 

term "infected with yellow fever" substituted for the term "infected local area" 

used in paragraph (1) of his Government's letter of 28 February 1956, notifying WHO 

of its reservations (WHO /IQ /55, Annex E), 

Dr IA нМANAN (India) said that that rewording would meet his point. 

Decision: The Sub- Committee agreed to recommend acceptance of the change. 

Mr GUTTERIDGE (Legal Office) drew attention to the fact that the reservations 

notified by Ceylon to Article 1 and Article 6, paragraph 2(b), were in identical 

terms to the reservations submitted by India. Accordingly, in order to avoid any 
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suggestion of discrimination, the Sub- Committee might perhaps like to consider 

whether the text of Ceylon's reservations should be reworded in line with the 

change made in those of India, 

Dr JAFAR (Pakistan) suggested that the Secretariat, in drafting the Sub -Committee's 

report, should incorporate those amendments in respect of Ceylon. The Sub -Committee 

would have an opportunity of studying the wording again when approving its final 

report. 

It was so agreed. 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to document А9 /Р &В /7 Аdd.2 in connexion with the 

section on the Union of South Africa. 

Dr CLARK (Union of South Africa) stated that the letter from his delegation 

reproduced as the annex to document A9 /Р&В /7 Аdd.2 replaced in effect the reserva- 

tions submitted by his Government in respect of Articles L0, 70 and 77. In the 

general discussion at the previous meeting it had been agreed to delete the word 

"African" used in paragraph (a) of the letter. 

Decision: The Sub- Committee agreed to recommend that the reservations 

submitted by the Government of the Union of South Africa, as formulated 
in its delegation's letter of 15 May 1956, and as just amended, should be 

accepted. 

The CHAIRMAN noted that certain other countries in addition to the Union of 

South Africa required consequential changes in the wording of their still valid 

reservations to the International Sanitary Regulations; the words "yellow fever 

endemic zone" should now be replaced by the words "area infected with yellow fever ". 
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Dr HOOD (Chief, International Quarantine Section), Secretary, gave as an 

example the case of India whose reservation to Appendix 3 would remain valid after 

India accepted the Additional Regulations. The present wording was no longer 

applicable because endemic zones in that connexion no longer existed. 

The CHAIRMAN, answering Dr JAFAR (Pakistan) said that the change would apply 

only tithe reservations to the International Sanitary Regulations of countries 

. which had accepted the Additional Regulations, 

Decision: The Sub -Committee agreed to recommend that the necessary 

consequential changes should be made. 

The CHAIRМ' N suggested that it might be appropriate to take up the proposal 

submitted by the Government of Pakistan (A9 /Р В /IQ /3) before considering the general 

comments on the submission and consideration of reservations (page 16). 

Decision: The Sub-Committee agreed to recommend the adoption of the 

proposal of the Government of Pakistan. 

Dr BRAGA (Brazil) pointed out that the approval of the Pakistan proposal made 

it no longer necessary to consider the section in the report containing the general 

comments. 

Dr MORGйN (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) agreed on that 

point. If the suggestion in1- general comments were approved,, it would mean a 

further amendment of the Regulations, including a definition of the term "highly 

receptive area "e He accordingly suggested that the Sub- Committee recommend that 

paragraph 31 be referred back to the Committee on International Quarantine for 

further consideration, 
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Decision: The Sub -Committee agreed not to endorse the suggestions contained 

in section 31.. 

Other Matters considered by the Committee on International Quarantine 

Vaccination requirements for children under one yearof age 

In answer to a question put by Professor CANPERIA (Italy), the SECRETARY 

stated that a questionnaire had been sent to governments asking them whether or 

not their health administrations would require certificates of vaccination against 

yellow fever and cholera for children under the age of one. The replies received 

had been studied by the Committee on International Quarantine which had agreed that 

a suitable way to inform governments of the contents would be by publication in 

the next Supplement on Quarantine Measures required by Countries; the Supplement 

would be issued as soon as possible after 1 October 1956 instead of on 1 January 1957. 

Professor CANAPERIL (Italy) said he was satisfied with that information. 

The CHAIRМAN referred to document n9 /Р&В /8 Corr.1 in connexion with 

paragraph 34 and called attention to the fact that, in approving paragraph 34, the 

Sub -Committee would be adopting regulations. 

Decision: The Sub -Committee agreed to recommend the adoption of Appendix 4 - 

International Certificate of Vaccination or Re- vaccination against Smallpox, 
as amended in document A9 /Р&В /8 and Corr.1. 

The СНAIRMAN noted that the section on :Innex A and B of the International 

Sanitary Regulations (page 22) had already been dealt with by the Working Party on 

Pilgrimages. If there were no further comments, that would end consideration of 

the report. 



A9 /IQ /Мin /3 

page 11 

Decision: The Sub -Committee recommended approval of the third report of the 
Committee on International Quarantine (л9/P&B/7), with the exceptions noted 
above. 

2. АNNt7',I, REPORT ON 'ice POSITION OF COUNTRIES UNDER THE INTERN ТIONАL SАNITARY 
REGULАTIONS: Item 6,8.3 of the Agenda (Resolution WИA7.56, III; Documents 

А9 /Р&B /7 and Add,l) 

The CHAIRMAN noted that there were no comments on the statement showing the 

position of countries and territories under the International Sanitary Regulations, 

1951, and the Additional Regulations, 1955, as of 19 March 1956 (А9 /Р&B /7, Annex I, 

and A9 /P&В /7 Add.l). 

He was grateful to the Sub -Committee for the expeditious way it had dispatched 

its business and to Dr Jafar for his conduct of the Working Party on Pilgrimages. 

The meeting rose at 5.40 p.m, 


