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At the end of the first paragraph, add "He drew attention to the agenda 
of the Committee as contained in document A8/1, items 7.1 to 7.20, with 
the addition of those items referred to the Committee by the General 
Committee, as approved by the Health Assembly (see document A8/10 Rev.l)." 

Page 6 
Third paragraph, line 9: delete "vitally" 
Last paragraph, line 2: between "also" and "co-ordinate", insert 
"in the usual manner" 

Page 7 
First paragraph, line 1: delete "Government", insert "delegation"; 
line 3: delete "and cure" 

Delete second paragraph "He had noted . . . poliomyelitis.", 
insert "His delegation had noted with interest the various reports 
on poliomyelitis, including the study on the incidence of the disease 
in the world in 1953. A German association on poliomyelitis had 
recently been established and German institutes were engaged in the 
study and research of the causes and prevention of the disease, 
including vaccination. It was hoped that they would be able to 
participate actively in WHO's poliomyelitis programme." 
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1. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN AND RAPPORTEURî Item 71 of the Agenda 
(Document A8/7) 

The CHAIRMAN expressed his appreciation of the honour done to him by the 

Health Assembly in electing him Chairman of the Committee. He welcomed the 

representative of the Executive Board and'those of the United Nations and of 

the other specialized agencies, as well as the observers for non-governmental 

organizations. 

He noted that -toe Committee on Nominations in its first report had re-

commended that the committee should elect as its Vice-Chairman Dr Hurtado (Cuba) 

and, as its Rapporteur, Dr Vargas Mendes (Costa Rica), 

Decision; Dr Hurtado and Dr Vargas Mendes were elected unanimously 
to those offices.• 

2. ESTABLISHMENT OF A SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL QUARANTINE: 
Item 7.2 of the Agenda (Resolution EB15.R66) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to resolution EB15.R66, in which the 

Executive Board recommended that the Health Assembly should allocate the 

consideration of quarantine matters to the Committee on Programme and 

Budget and that the Committee should establish a sub-committee to deal with 

those questions. The questions referred to were items 7.8 and 7.9 of the 

agenda, and all members of the Committee were aware of their importance. 

All delegations would be free to be represented on the sub-committee, 

which would later report to the main committee. 

Decision» It was unanimously agreed to establish a sub-committee 
to consider international quarantine matters. 
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3. TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE MAIN COMMITTEES OF THE EIGHTH WORLD HEALTH 
ASSEMBLY* INCLUDING THE PROPOSED PROCEDURE FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF 
THE 1956 PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES» Item 11 of the Agenda (Resolu-
tion EB15.R34-) 

The CHAIRMAN noted that, on the recommendation of the General Committee, 

the Health Assembly had agreed that the recommendations contained in resolution 

EB15.R34 should be considered at a joint meeting of the Committee on Programme 

and Budget and the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters. 

4. REVIEW OF WORK DURING 1954: Annual Report of the Director-Generali 
Item 7.3 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 59) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Secretary to introduce the subject. 

Dr GEAR (Assistant Director-General, Department of Central Technical Ser-

vices), Secretary, said that he would make no general statement, since the 

statement made by the Director-General in plenary session was customarily regard-

ed as an introduction to the examination of the Report in the present committee. 

He wished merely to draw attention to the manner in which the Report was laid 

out. Part I was a general review of the world services provided by WHO, and 

was divided into 10 chapters whose subjects were indicated on page iii. Those 

chapters would presumably be examined one by one, as was customary, and delegates 

would be able to make any observations or criticisms that they wished. Part II 

was a review of work in the regions. The regional directors were all attending 

the Health Assembly and each would be available to introduce the section of the 

Report dealing with his region. Part III concerned co-operation with other 

organizations. Any representatives of other organizations who wished to make 

statements during the discussion of that part would be enabled to do so. Finally, 
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Part IV was a list of all projects, included at the request of the Health 

Assembly. The Director-General hoped that the Report would receive thorough 

examination, and would welcome any comments or criticisms, as they would be of 

the greatest assistance to him for assessing the work already done and preparing 

future programmes. 

The CHAIRMAN asked whether any delegates had any general observations to 

make on the Report. 

Professor NAÏÏCK (Federal Republic of Germany) wished to compliment the Director-

General on his excellent report, which gave a vivid picture of the work carried out 

in 195Л at Headquarters and in the regional offices. He was in full agreement 

with the general policy guiding that work. 

It was generally agreed that, in view of the limitation of financial resources, 

it was essential to concentrate on the most important projects. However, for the 

determination of priorities, it would be desirable to have fuller information on 

the health conditions in various countries in relation to their social, economic 

and cultural backgrounds. As information of that kind would obviously be essential 

for the assessments of the world health situation required by the Economic and 

Social Council, he would revert to the question when item 7.10 of the agenda came 

up for discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN, roting that no further general observations were offered, 

invited the Committee to proceed to a detailed examination of the Report. 
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Part I - General Review 

Chapter Ii , Communicable Diseases 

Dr MONTALVAN (Ecuador) wished first to add his own delegation's tribute to 

the compliments of other delegations on the work of the Director-General and his 

staff during 195Л. 

Turning to the chapter under discussion, he noted a tendency on the part of 

some delegations and in some of the documentation before the Health Assembly to 

look beyond the immediate problem of controlling communicable diseases to the wider 

problem of ensuring the best possible conditions for life, happiness and security 

from all points of view. For its own part, his delegation did not feel that it 

would be wise to push the struggle against communicable diseases into the back-

ground. In certain countries, particularly the so-called under-developed countries, 

there still existed communicable diseases whose continued prevalence would consti-

tute a serious obstacle to the successful application of any other health measures. 

The first communicable disease mentioned in the Report was malaria. The Report 

referred specifically to the growing tendency for anophellne species to develop 

resistance to insecticides and to the consequent necessity of intensifying malaria 

control operations so as 1» achieve eradication. His delegation was particularly 

gratified to see that point brought out in the Report, since his country had been 

one of the first to employ the term "eradication" with reference to malaria in its 

national legislation, and had proposed international action to that end at the Pan 

American Sanitary Conference in 1950. He believed that work for malaria eradication 

would be one of the most interesting and fruitful aspects of WHO's work in the next 

few years. WHO should use all its influence to encourage governments to undertake 

four- or five-year programmes, so as te achieve complete eradication in the shortest 

possible time, both in individual countries and in the world as a whole. 
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Dr EVANG (Norway) observed that as the public-health services of the various 

countries became more effective, they also tended to become more complicated and 

more costly. It was natural, therefore, that national governments should welcome 

all opportunities for co-ordination and integration of services. 

He believed that such opportunities existed in the field of communicable diseases, 

particularly with regard to co-ordination between veterinary public-health services 

and other public-health services. He had noted, for example, that in some countries 

the two types of service possessed separate bacteriological laboratories, although 

the methods employed were exactly the same. He therefore suggested that wherever 

appropriate WHO should draw the attention of governments to the importance of co-

ordination and integration. 

Dr OLSEN (Federal Republic of Germany) noted that Part I of the Director-

General's Annual Report touched on a number of subjects of great interest and im-

portance. The developing resistance of certain insects to insecticides posed a 

particular challenge in regard to malaria control and he thought that the proposals 

for the intensification of the campaign in order to ensure the eradication of malaria 

throughout the world were very promising and deserved the support of all the Member 

Governments. The research being done on the problem of the resistance of insects 

and parasites to insecticides and on methods of blocking that resistance was also 

vitally important and it might be useful if WHO could undertake to develop and co-

ordinate that work. 

Many drugs had been developed which were of great importance in the prevention 

and cure of tuberculosis and he suggested that WHO might also co-ordinate the research 

activities and field trials now in progress on those substances. 
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His Government felt that in some countries the incidence of certain communicable 

diseases of children v&s unduly high, particularly in view of modern scientific 

knowledge about their prevention and cure. He was therefore deeply interested in 

the field trials being undertaken by the British Medical Research Council on com-

bined diphtheria and pertussis vaccinations and hoped that the results of that work 

would be forthcoming in the near future. 

He had noted with interest the various reports on poliomyelitis, including 

the study on the incidence of the disease in the world in 1953. к German associa-

tion for study and research on the causes and treatment of the disease had recently 

been established which, it was hoped, would be able to participate actively in WHO1s 

poliomyelitis programme. 

Dr SICÀULT (Morocco - French Zone), noting that many governments had called 

for further information on the results of current pilot projects against trachoma, 

said that his Government, in collaboration with WHO and UNICEF, had launched a mase 

campaign against that disease. The programme had been based on the premise that in 

reducing the incidence of trachoma the first step was to combat associated conjunc-

tivitis. The programme, in operation for four years, had covered vast areas and 

had included mass campaigns and programmes for school children. Through the adminis-

tration of antibiotics at regular intervals - the average being three days a month • 

noteworthy results had been achieved, particularly in the southern regions of 

Morocco. However, with a view to the development of an integrated national pro-

gramme, a system of self-treatment had been instituted, in agreement with the inter-

national organizations, during the third year of the campaign. Medicaments in the 

form of ointments had been distributed free of charge and after training in the 
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purpose and the simple method of application of the salves, mothers were able to 

treat themselves and their families. Fairly encouraging results had been achieved 

even among the less advanced sectors of the population, and the people were now be-

ginning spontaneously to purchase the aureomycin ointment which had been placed on 

sale in tobacco shops in the southern region. 

The technique of self-treatment was of great consequence for it would enable 

the people to help themselves without an organized programme of assistance. 

With the assistance of WHO, campaigns of health education and Improvement of 

public health had been launched in close connexion with the anti-trachoma campaign. 

Summing up, he said that despite the minor recrudescence of the disease noted 

towards the end of the summer season, the results achieved during the four-year 

campaign indicated that those methods could be successfully applied in many parts 

of the world. 
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