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During the discussion of the definition of the Aëdes aegypti 
index the Belgian Delegation proposed that the definition should be 
supplemented by adding the word "weekly" after the words "the ratio" 
in the first line of the proposed text contained in document 
A8/P&B/IQ/1. 

The text would have read as follows; 
"'Aëdes aegypti index' means the weekly ratio, expressed as a 

percentage ...etc." 
The Chairman of the Sub-Committee suggested that, in order to 

facilitate discussion, the extra word should not be inserted in the 
definition but should be mentioned in a footnote containing a comment 
on the definition for the use of the governments concerned. 

As other delegations have also deemed it advisable to specify 
the intervals at which habitations and their immediate surroundings 
should be inspected for the establishment of the Aëdes aegypti index, 
the Belgian Delegation wishes to express its intention more clearly 
by proposing a text which could be used by the authority responsible 
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for establishing the note in question - an authority which might well be 
the Committee on International Quarantine. 

All houses, buildings and similar structures should be inspected at 
an interval representing the time elapsing between the laying and the 
hatching out of the Aëdes aegypti eggs. While this period may vary 
according to circumstances, it appears to be, as a rule, from seven 
to ten days. 

Hence, the inspections should be organized so that all the buildings 
involved are examined every seven or ten days, 36 to 52 inspections being 
made in the course of the year. A weekly or periodical ten day report 
on the Aëdes aegypti Index would be made every seven or ten days, as 
the case may be. 

This procedure would of course also apply in cases where governments 
deem it advisable to examine all buildings in the localities or areas 
concerned as well as to cases where inspection is limited to sample 
checks sufficiently numerous to provide representative and significant 
information on the locality or area in question. 

Accordingly, the Belgian Delegation suggests that the footnote 
might read as follows, the choice between the intervals of seven or 
of ten days being left to the judgment of the Committee on International 
Quarantine; 

"The report should be drawn up at the end of every week (or 
ten-day period), during which all the buildings subject to 
examination and inspection for the establishment of the Aëdes 
aegypti index should be examined". 


