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PROGRAMME IN DENTAL HEALTH 

Proposal made by the Delegations 
of Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Iceland 

Problems in connexion with dental health have since many years been subject 
to consideration and discussions by several World Health Assemblies. In the 
resolution passed by the Third World Health Assembly the desirability was stressed 
of applying measures to prevent, correct or eliminate dental diseases. Sweden 
has on several occasions made proposals concerning dental health problems that 
ought to be taken care of by WHO headquarters and by the Regional Office for 
Europe. At the Sixth World Health Assembly dental health problems were again 
studied by the Committee on Programme, and the Assembly passed a resolution 
recommending that the Director-General include provision for a programme in 
dentistry in his programme and budget for 1955 as far as financial possibilities 
will allow."'" 

The dental health problems being of increasing importance as problems 
regarding the total health of the human being now seem to be a field for continued 
studies by WHO. It is urged that the Organization utilize its resources and 
those of other interested bodies such as the International Dental Federation, to 
develop a comprehensive long range programme in the field of dental health. It 
may therefore, be advisable after such a study that WHO appoints a permanent 
Dental Officer to serve at the headquarters of WHO for the purpose of collecting 
material, planning a conference on caries prevention and advising the headquarters 
and the regional organizations on education of the public. The permanent Dental 
Officer should furthermore co-ordinate dental research work and, if possible, be 
the head of a dental section of WHO in the future. 

1 Resolution ША6.17, Off. Rec. Wld HIth Org. 48 


