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The Sixth World Health Assembly, recognizing that the wide acceptance of 
non-proprietary names for drugs serves the best interests of world health, adopted 
a resolution requesting the Executive Board to review and clarify the procedure 
to be followed for this purpose and to report to the Seventh World Health Assembly.^ 

After examining the various aspects of the procedure, the Board at its 
twelfth session established a procedure for the submission consideration and 

2 selection of recommended international non-proprietary names. 

In accordance with the terms of this procedure, the Director-General sent 
proposed international non-proprietary names for a number of new pharmaceutical 
preparations, on 17 September 1953> to Member States and subsequently to 
Pharmacopoeia Commissions in different countries. He also requested Member States, 
after consultation with their authorities interested in the naming of drugs, to 
report within the six months following publication in the WHO Chronicle of the 
proposed international non-proprietary names whether these names were acceptable 

3 in their countries or whether there were objections to their introduction. 

TÍie names proposed to date, with their chemical name or description, were 
k 

published in the Chronicle of October 1953- The introduction to the list, 
besides giving the procedure, requested that comments on or formal objections to 
any of the names be sent to the Director-General within six months. 

Resolution WHAÓ.15, Off. Rec. Wld.Hlth Org. ЫЗ, 22 
Resolution EB12.R21+ and Annex 6, Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. J+9, 7 

CL22.1953 
Chron. Wld Hlth Org. 7, No. 10, October 1953 ' ' 
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Until the time of the thirteenth session of the Executive Board, only a few 
general comments on the procedures had been received. On the whole they showed 
appreciation of the work undertaken and of the new arrangements, although one 
comment was received expressing regret at the delay of six months which, it was 
felt, would result in postponement of the issuing of recommended international non-
proprietary names. Begret was also expressed that when a formal objection to a 
proposed international non-proprietary name is sustained, the name would be with-
drawn. 

Certain other objections have since been received. After the period during 
which objections may be filed, a review of the situation will be undertaken by 
the Sub-Committee on Non-Proprietary Names of the Expert Committee on the Inter-
national Pharmacopoeia, which is scheduled to meet from 27-30 September 195^. Full 
consideration will then be given to each case, particularly in order to prevent 
conflicts with established rights in the various Member States, and a report 
prepared for submission to the Executive Board. 

The Executive Board at its thirteenth session adopted a resolution1 recommending 
to the World Health Assembly that further consideration of the procedure and general 
principles be postponed until a future World Health Assembly, since the experience 
to date did not provide a basis on which to review the merits of the system or the 
need for further clarification. 

In view of the above considerations, the World Health Assembly may wish to 
adopt a resolution along the following lines: 

The Seventh World Health Assembly, 

Having examined the procedure for the selection of recommended 
international non-proprietary names for drugs moving in international 
commerce and the general principles for guidance in devising inter-
national non-proprietary names, adopted by the Executive Board at its 

2 
twelfth session in accordance with resolution WHA6.15 of the Sixth 
World Health Assembly; 

1 Resolution EBIJ.Bit-, Off. Bee. Wld Hlth Org. 52 p 
Resolution EB12.B24 and Annex 6, Off. Bee. Wld Hlth Org. 49 
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Noting the report of the Board"*" and the Director-General on the 

application of the system; 

Recognizing that the results do not provide an adequate basis on 

which to review the merits of the system or the need for further 

clarification, 

REQUESTS the Executive Board at its fifteenth session to reconsider 

the procedure and guiding principles, make such alterations as it may 

deem desirable, and report thereon to the World Health Assembly in due 

course. 

1 Resolution EB13.RU, Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. ¿2 


