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1. ' CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCÊDÛRE r OF THE HEALTH,' . 

ASSEMBLY : Itлm 7.7 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 52, 

Resolution ЕБ13.E57; Document A7/AFL/2) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that at the last meeting the delegate of France 

had suggested that the Sub-Committee should confine itself to briefly 

reviewing the proposed amendments contained in document A7/AFL/2, approving 

them where there were no comments but noting any rules which it was felt 

that governments should be invited to consider further. He presumed that 

the Sub-Committee, approved that procedure. 

It was so agreed. 

Rule 2k 

Mr. SOLE (Union of South Africa) considered that Rule 2k should provide 

that the Committee on Nominations, in making proposals to the Health Assembly, 

should also have regard to the financial standing of Member States within the 

Organization. 

Mr. STROBL (Austria) observed tnat if such a provision were included 

it would be desirable to add a reference to Article 7 of tne Constitution. 

Rules 25-42 

No comments. 

Rule kj 

Mr. SOLE (Union of South Africa) said that his delegation had misgivings 

about the amendment proposed. The Health Assembly consisted only of 



government delegations. The representatives of the Executive Board vere 

not part of the Health Assembly, but attended by invitation, and he would 

prefer a formula that did not imply that they had an absolute right to be 

present. 

Bules M-58 

Wo comments. 

Bule 39 

Mr. CALDEBWOOD (United States of America) wondered whether the word 

"may" in the second sentence should not be replaced by "must". 

Mr. GUTTEBIDGE (Legal Office), Secretary, thought that to make it 

compulsory for the President to grant the right of reply might sometimes 

make it difficult to restrict the list of speakers. 

The CHAIRMAN did not think the substitution of "must" for "may" would 

serve much purpose, since the latter part of the sentence already provided 

that the President must first form an opinion as to whether it was desirable 

to accord the right of reply to any member. 

Mr. BELTRAMINO (Argentina) pointed out that the wording was identical 

with that of the corresponding rule of the Rules of Procedure of the General 

Assembly of the United Nations. 

Mr. CALDEBWOOD (United States of America) agreed that no change was 

necessary. 



Bules 60-68 

No comments. 

Bule 69 

Mr. BELTBAMINO (Argentina) observed that when a roll-call was taken in 

alphabetical order it was always the same delegation that voted first. 

It might be more equitable to provide for determining the order of voting 

by lot, as in the Bules of Procedure of the General Assembly. 

Bule 70 

No comments. 

Bule 71 

Mr. SOLE (Union of South Africa), while aware that elections by 

acclamation were common practice at the Health Assembly, did not think it 

would be good policy to provide for them specifically in the Bules of 

Procedure. He would prefer an arrangement whereby if the number of 

candidates did not exceed the number of offices to be filled they should be 

considered elected. The President would then make an announcement to that 

effect, and the acclamations would follow. 

Mr. CALDEBWOOD (United States of America) thought that the Sub-Committee 

should make some reference in its report to the need for reconsidering the 

whole question of the use of the secret ballot on questions other than 

elections. 
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Bules 72 and 73 

No comments. 

Bule 7^ 

Mr. BELTRAMINO (Argentina) noted that procedure in the matter of equal 

division of votes varied from organization to organization. Some organizations 

had the same provision as was contained in Bule 7k, that where votes were 

equally divided the proposal should be regarded as not adopted, but others 

made provision for reconsidering the question at a later meeting. There 

were good arguments for the second solution, particularly where the question 

discussed was particularly important and all delegations were not represented 

at the meeting. 

Bules 75 and 76 

No comments. 

Bules 77-82 

Mr. BELTRAMINO (Argentina) observed .that the entire section on languages 

would have to be amended to take account of the draft resolution adopted 

by the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters, on the subject 

of the use of Spanish, if that resolution was finally approved by the Health 

Assembly. 



Bules 83-87 

Mr. SOLE (Union of South Africa) said that his delegation did not 

consider it necessary that verbatim records of plenary meetings of the 

Health Assembly should be made available as printed documents. The provision 

that they should be published had been drawn up long ago on the basis of a 

similar provision applying in the United Nations, but in the United Nations 

itself plenary meetings were tending to become shorter because of the rule 

that there should be no re-discussion of questions already examined in 

committee. Much of what was said in the plenary meetings of the Health 

Assembly was not worthy of more than a summary record, and a verbatim record 

was very expensive to produce. In any case the proceedings were recorded 

mechanically and the discs existed for anyone who wished to verify a statement. 

Bule 88 

Mr. SOLE (Union of South Africa) said that after consulting the 

Secretariat he might wish to propose some modification to Bule 88 (e). 

In the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters at the Sixth 

World Health Assembly, when he had observed that there was no request from 

any Member or Associate Member under that rule for a review of the apportion-

ment of contributions, the Secretary had pointed out that Article 56 of the 

Constitution nevertheless required a formal resolution on the question. 

Bules 89-92 

No comments. 

The meeting rose at 9.2^ a.m. 


